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To the 3 


Follie it maye be 
F{ thought i in mee, 
Kt too haue ſpent 
IN tyme in Engli- 
ſning this booke, 
JJ entituled , The 
J Prayſe of Follie, 
SN wheras the name 
i elle ſeemeth to ſet foorth no wiſdome, 
or matter of grauitie : vnleſſe perhaps E. 
raſinus, the Authour thereof, delighted to 
mocke men, in calling it one thyng, and 
meanyng an other. To this I ani eare, 
that Follie in all poyntes is not (as I take 
it) ſo ſtraunge vnto vs, but that her name 
may wel be abydden, as long as wyll wee 
or nyl we,ſhe wil be ſure to beare a ſtroke 
in moſt of our doinges: howe ſoeuer a 
certaine {ce of fault fynders condemne 
al things, that fully ſquare not with theyr 
one Rules,y eatwiſe blynde in this, that 
ms thecommonerrours and infirm 
ties of mortal men, they wyl beare no- 
thing with their brethren ; as who fat 
they were Demigods,and not more then 
one or two wayes linked jn follies bands. 
_ Thaus therefore beſtowed an En gliſhe 


A. ii. Lueria 


To the Reader. 
Liuerie ypon this Latine booke,as wel as 
Icoulde: not ſo much to pleaſe al men, as 
rather to ſhew how euen this Follie tou- 
cheth al men, Wherein Iwoulde not be 
noted as a carper of any man particular- 
- lye, (for what more vnſittyng than in 
books or playes,to touch men by name) 
nor that herein I ſceke to haue any kynde 
of men noted for their trade of lyfe, o- 
therwiſe then the abuſe theroſ deſerueth: 
but onely my meanyng is ſuch , as Eraſ< 
mus in this booke ſhall expreſſe for vs 
both. He of his modeſtie is content to 
ſet no great face vppon it, nor woulde be 
noted to haue ſpent great labour in ma- 
king therof: ſauing as in paſtime to haue 
aſſayed, whether ought might be ſpoken 
in prayſe of Follie, wheras wiſedome the 
vertue can prayſe it ſelfe. And therfore he 
imagineth, that Follie ſhould be a God- 
deſſe, who before al kindes of men aſſem- 
bled as to a Sermon, ſhould declare howe 
many benefits they receiue at her hands: 
and how without her acceſſe, nothyng in 
this life is delectable, commodious, or 
tollerable vnto vs, no not our owe lyfe. 


This braue boaſt might vel come from 
. Follie: 
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To che Reader, 
Folliet& ſeeing that wyſer men are wont 
to take in worth What is ſaide by a foole, 


therfore ĩs Eraſmus alſo the bolder to put 


that tale in Folies mouth, which vnder an 
other perſon he woulde haue made more 
curteſie to haue ſpokẽ. So what excuſe he 
maketh, the ſame I require may ſerue for 
me: that things ſpoke fooliſhly, by Follie, 
may be euẽ ſo taken, & not wreſted to any 
bitter ſenſe or erneſt applicatiõ. For ſurely 
if the crabbedſt men that be, are wont to 
take a fooles wordes as in ſport, for feare 
leaſt others might reckẽ they would not 
winche without a galled backe: Then 
how much more is a dumb booke vrittẽ 
generally, to be borne withall ? namely 
where the title pretendeth no grauitie, 
but rather a toy to ſtir laughter, without 
offence in the boke, if the reader bringe 
none offence with him, For then 
truly he may chaunce to ſee his owne i- 
mage more liuely deſcribed then in any 
painted table. But if that waies he miſlike 
the deformitie of his counterfait, let hym 
muche more miſlike to be ſuche one in 
deed. And ſeeinge the vices of our dayes 


are ſuche as can not yenough be ſpoken 


Ali. 


To the Reader. 
againſt, what knowe we if Eraſuu in this 
booke , thought good betweene game 
and earneſt to rebuke the ſame? And 
chiefely to perſwade (if it might be) a 
certayne contentation in euery man, to 
holde hym agreed with ſuch lot and ſtate 
oflyuyng, as aryſeth to hym. For which 
purpoſe was I alſo ſooneſt moued to En- 
liſh it, to the end that meane men of ba- 
fer wyttes and condition, might haue a 
maner, comfort, and ſatiſfaction in them 
ſelues. In as much as the high God, who 
made vs all of one earth, hath neuerthe- 
leſſe choſen ſome to rule, and more to 
ſerue. Wherat ſo much lacketh, that the 
inferioures ſnoulde repyne , as rather 
ſet in the meaner degree , they ſhould 
thanke God the more: without aſpyring 
to thynges aboue their reache , whiche 
(hould drawe more trouble and perylles, 
then if they abſteyned therefro, and gane 
place to others,who had greater gyftes of 
God, and yerecalled by aucthoritie of 
their prince and conntrey to wielde the 
the ſame. For ſurely,ifa man of the 
rer ſort, whoſeeyes are daſeled in behol- 
dyng the fayre gloſſe of wealth and felici- 
* tie, 
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7 To che Reader, 
die, wlüche the ſtate of a great Lorde of 
Counſaylouri in a common wealth dooth 
outwardly repreſent, did inwardly marke 
the traua * cares, fie —— 
ſuch one is driuen to ne ( ng as 
e ought to doo) in ſeruyng his maler 
and countrey, wherby he is nothing leſſe 
then his o- ne man: nowe I beleeue he 
woulde not muche enuie his ſtate, nor 
chuſe to chaunge conditions ot lyfe: with 
bym. But this were euen the chiefeſt 
poynt of wyſedome, though fooles (as 
Follie calleth them) that is to ſay, vul 
folke are thoſe, that vnwittyng of 
treaſure, dod in deede enioy this ſweete 
quietneſſe, and greateſt good turne. 
And weighing this fooliſh booke, af- 
ter this ſenſe , I weenea profite alſo maye 
aryſe therethrough to the Readers, be- 
ſides the delectation, beyng ſo pithily 
pleaſant as it is. For as Eraſimus in all his 
woorkes ſauoureth of a lively quickneſſe, 
and ſpareth not ſometyrme in graue mat- 
ters, to ſprinkle his ſtyle, where he maye 
ſnatche oportunitie, with meery concey- 
tied ſentences: ſo in this booke, treatyng 
ofſuche a Theme, N fiches per- 
ny 
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Torhe-Reader; * 
for; he dpeneth al his bow get ; So fats 
forth as by the i of many lear- 
n, he neuer ſhewed more arte, nor 
itte, in any the graueſt booke he wrote, 
than in this his praiſe of Follie. Which the 
reader hauing any conſiderãce, ſnal ſoone 
eſpie, howe in euery matter, yea almoſt e- 
uerie clauſe, is hidden beſides the myrth, 
ſome deeper ſenſe and purpoſe. Inc 
— 5 , — —— — to 
at xandon, without ſpa 0 
eſtate of men: but yet in iferent — 
will heare their faultes paciently, as long 
as they may choſe, whether they will take 
the fault vpon thẽ or not: or be a knowne 
to be. whom Follie noteth. But euẽ 
this frankneſſe of Follies taunting I haue 
reſumed in ſome pointes to ytche to the 
beſtmamelyin twoor three places, which 
the learned reader comparing with the 
latine booke,may eaſilyperceiue, how ei- 
ther I baue ſlipped ouer a line or two, or 
eaſed the ſowre ſenſe of the latine wyth 
ſome manerlier Engliſh word; Wherein 1 
choſe rather to bee counted a (cant true 
interpretour, than otherwiſe to touche 


things which were better yalayd, aslong 
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Tothe Reader. 


ut hurted not the grace of. the boobe 


though they were omitted. Liltewiſe, in al 
my tranſlation I haue not peyned my ſelf 


to render word for word, nor prouerb for 


uerb. v herof many be Greeke,ſuch as 
no grace in our tong: but rather mar 
king the ſenſe, I applyed it to the phraſe 
of our Engliſh. And where the prouerbes 
would take no Engliſne, I aduentured to 
putEngliſhe prouerbes of like wayght in 
their places, Which may be thought by 
ſome'cunnyng tranſlatours a deadly ſin, 
But Iſtickenotfor all that, in this fooliſh 
booke to vſe mine owne fooliſhe 

. if it be Ho I 

not t 

I bis Spline agg 
of my Follie. 
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Moriz Encomium, 


Follie ſpeaketh, 


"Izv. I 1 Owe ſo euer 
HS % men commonly |. 
SEE Rec \ ralke of me (as 


| DarUl K | am not 

F £711 ignozaunt what 

5 leude repoztes 
D 7 d 

e pea tuen a 
S 2 | tholerhat Iree 

ryeũ fooles of all)pet chat Nam ſhee, Jonely 

- (Ilfaye ) who thzough mine infigence doe 

glad both the Gods and men, by this it may 

appeare ſifficientlye ; that as ſoone as I 

came foozth to ſap my mynde afoze this your 

ſonotable aſſemblp, by ꝶ by al your looks be- 

A Fooles pt · Jan ta clerevp:beaving che fcowning ol pour 

fence terreh b20wes,and laughing vpon mee with ſome: 

langhter. rye a countenaunce, as by my trouch me lee- 

meth, euen that al pe (whd I ſeehere pꝛeſent) 

do kare as ifye were well whitled, E th2oughs 

Ip moyſted with the Nectar wine of the Ho- 

mericall Gods, not without a poxtion of the 

iuyceokchat merueilous hearbe Nepenthes, 

whichhath fazce to put ſadneſſe and melan- 


ricke: — 
Bin Ie of whe mm 
bis golden t rapes vppon 
— — 
de flouriſheth with his calme wert 
——— 
new hew, and a w as1 
N 
Jappeared, pe all begann 
kittily . So what thinge theſs;cunminge 
Dies; tiny gan 
ned D2 
2 — 


N mindes) that — — 2 
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Painpreferring his rn 
F 9 — Yo 
Foz Ipurpoſea ſeſon tobecome a Sopbif 
mee not I pʒay you, as it J bil 
Dophifer, ſuch as nowe a daies dzine-into 
es, certapne tangled trilles, 
1 womans ſtubboznneſſe and 
ſcolninge in cheir diſputations. Bur 
meane the other, who to the ende they 1 
32 — — of i 
drather cake vppon them ia 
allen Sophiſtes; Ahoſe Nudy and p 
—— dae er Go 
0 e 
U — n — 
woꝛzthies bere in 


bone he ple 
5 n oynt, q ſtraw fe 
. mae fue : 
3 a moſt outragiaus ve, 10 
une 7 onGt 


The prayſe of folly, _ 
And what (J pꝛaye you) may bee moze apte 
02 better ſitting, chan dame Folly to pꝛayſe 
her ſelfe, and bee her owne trumpet : Foz 
who can liuelier deſcrine mee, then J my 

ſelfe + Unleſſe perhaps ſome bee better ac- 
quainted with mee, then J mp ſelfe am. 
Notwithſtanding, euen this my ſelfe p2aile 
(as — ſeemeth) J yy _ vppon 
mee amoze ſhamekaſt grace,'tyan to | 
do as commonlye theſe great & learned men — 
ble, who ſubozne ſome gloſyng Ozatour, oz 
bapne ſpoken Poet hyꝛed alſo fo2 mede, ta 


dilate and blaſt foozth their pꝛaiſes, oꝛ(right⸗ 


Iyer to ſape) painted lies. 

And pet ſhall none ok thoſe ſhamelaſt, 
Maidenlye men, not ſticke then to viſplaye 
bis pecockes fethers, and rowſe hym ſelke, 
whiles ſuche ſhameleſſe flatterers doe go 
about to make him, being a man, leſle wozth 
than nought, coequall vnto che Godg, in 
blaſoninge hym fo2 a paragonne, and abſo⸗ 
inte example ol all manner of vertues, from 
which he knoweth him ſelfe too bee as farre 
wide, as from hence to the mi in the moone. 

Namely whiles thoſe gloſers woulde 
decke che Crowe with other Byzdes 
T _—_” 


I ̃ be prayſe of folly 
fechers, oz peyne them to waſh a Morions 
blacknes,02 labour of a ſeely Flye to make 
an Elephant. Fo2 ſhozte, I folow in this 
poynt the common pꝛouerbe, which ſayeth, 
that he may rightly pꝛayſe himſelfe, whom 
none other body wpll, 

Allbeit, to ſape the truech, J cannot but 
maruell at mens ingratitude ( ſhoulde J 
call it)oz neclygence * that where with one 
aſſent they all ſo franklye doe obſerue mee, 
and gladly peruſe my commodyties ,. yet 
hath not one of them, now ſo many reuo⸗ 
lutions of yeares paſſed , vndertaken with 
ſome thankfull Ozacion to ſette foozth the 
pꝛayſes of mee Follye , whereas ſome 
of them haue not wanted, who wich ſolemne 
ſtyles, and much loſſe of ſleepe and candell, 
ſhewed at leaſt theyz Follye, what euer 
theyz matter was, in cdmendation,ſome of 
this notable tyꝛaunt, ſome of chat, ſome in 
; p2aiſe ofthe Feuer quartane,others in ſet⸗ 
ting foozth what commodyties be in a Fly, 
in baldneſſe, o2 ſuch lyke hate full chinges. 
But at my hande, pee ſhall heare an vn» 
aduiſed, and ſodeine tale tolde, though ſa 
much perhaps the truer: C Mhiche J woulde 
not pee ſhouſde thinke were lapve of = 


T he prayſe of folly; 
for a colour, to aduaunce thereby che rypt⸗ 
neſſe of my witte, as cammonlpe theſe lear⸗ 
ned men doe. 


ſome Booke moze than whole chy2iyc win · 7 
ters had in cullynge, yea and that ſomtimes * 
none of theyz owne doynge, wyll ſweare 
pet, that they made ic but loz a recreation 
oftheir grauer ſtudyes, oꝛ rather as faſt as 
penne coulde runne. Fo? truely it hath 
euer belke lyked mee to ſpeake ſtraight, 
what ſoeuer lape on my tongues ende. 

But chis, to the ende pee looke not foz it, A 
doe warne pe of afozehande , that J in no 
wple wyll, accozdpnge to theſe common 
Sophiſters and Rhetozitious manner, goe 
about toſhew by defpnition what J an, and 
much leſle vſe any diniſpon : In as muche 
as Jholde both the one, and the other fo 
bnluckie tokens, either to compꝛehende her 
bnder a certapne ende, oꝛ limite, whole influ⸗ 
ence ſtretchetch ſo vuiuerſallpe, oz els to de» 
Uide hir, in whole obſeruaunce all men doe 
ſo wholp conſent, And yet I cannot tell ta 
What purpoſe it ſhoulde ſerue, ta repꝛeſent a 
rertaine ſhadow,o2 image ot᷑ my ſelle. where 


Eteueke map diſcerne * 


* 


Who puttinge foozth (as pee knowe ) e 


The prayſe of folly 

eyes. Foꝝ Jam here(as pe lee) the diltribys 
trix & dealer of all felpcitie,named Moria in 
Greeke, in Latine Stultitia, in Engliſh, Fal 
ye; But ape, what needed me to biter thus 
much + as if I bare nat ſignes pnongh in 
my face, and countenaunce, what maner per⸗ 
ſunne J am: Ox as iłſome one contendynge 
that J were Minerua, q; Sophia, might not 
ſtraight with my onely — bee confuted 
though J helde my talke r 
myꝛrour of the mindes diſpoſition, Foz 

in mee (vee muſt thinke) is no place foy ſet: 

ting of colours, as J cannot ſape one thing, 

and thinke another: but one all ſydes I doe 
reſemble my ſelfe. 

Do that not ſo muche as they canne dif 
ſemble mee, who take vppon them moſt ſem⸗ 
blant of wiſedome, and walke lyke Aſſes | 
in Lyons ſkinnes. That although they coun⸗ 
terfeit what they can, yet on ſome ſide their 
long eares pear ing fooꝛth, do diſcouer them 
to come of Midas pꝛogenie. The vnkindeſt 
kinde of men lyuing, who being in deede the 
very ſtandard bearers of my bande, woulde 
ſeeme pet aloe folke to be ſo aſhamed of mp 
name, as not ſeldome they caſt it rte 


teeth foz a great tepochhe. 


a be Praiſe of Follie. 
Sith men therefoze,that in derde are arch» 
doltes, and would be taken pet fo; ſages and 
| ers, may Inoc optlp call chem 
dax as in this bebalfe I haue 


blechen 


one termes, although perthaunce as 
bnaptly applyed,as a gold rynge in a ſowes 
noſe ; That and if they want ſuche karte 
etched botables, than ſearch they out of 
ſome rotten Pamphlet foure o) fiue 
woods. of antiquitie, therewith to dark, 
the ſence vnto the reader to the ende, that 
who ſo underſfandech them, may repute him 
lelle foz moze cunnyng, and literate:and who 
lo doeth not; ſhall ſo much the rather pet e⸗ 
ſteme it ta be ſome hygh matter, becauſe it 
paſleth bis learning. Foz this is truelp nut 
the leaſt of my pleſanc pzopercies,tomake 
men euer (gt molt ſtoze by ſtraunge and. oute 
landilhe hynges.. So that ſotte be of ſuch 
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thought good ta bozowe a little of the Re- cation of 
thoucians of thele daies A oxen think wzjers: 


Tue Praiſe of Follie 

ſkil therok, yet wyl they flere and nodde the 

bead at it, $( Alle voth ) wagge they2 
3 belene that they art 


ann vnholy chynges bee turned topſet tur- 
nie. At whole arbitrement , warre, peace, 


Ipes , mariages , couenantes, leagues, 
| elt matters my 


eee, e 


The Praiſe of Follie. 
andp2ſuacdoings of men are auminiſtren ? 

- Without whoſe ayde, che whole tout .of The — 
the/poeticall Gods, yea I'wpiſap further, t mene 
whole that be the choſẽ gods, ſhould eicher not ä 
be at all, a five elſe with a meſle ol {clendze mass 
chert: That whome ſo he is agreued with, | 
Pallas is nat able to pꝛotert him . And bo 


| —— — 


zwith al his thunder. U 
And a father (loe) doe IJ glozie in. 

* Whoneyther begatte me ot his — Falies mos 
Iupiter bid thut vnamiable ſkowlyng God» 
delle Pallas, but of Youth; a — 2 WP 
boue all others mot tape, and goodiy. Mei⸗⸗- 
— aCSeende wada 

my 

of wedjocke , wherein Vulcane that lym⸗ 
phault Smyth was bozne;, but rather mixed 
lu loue (as my Homer lapth)whiche I take 
to be a copulatiõ not a litle maze pleaſant <E. 
che other is. Further, to the end that ye mil 
take noching; A doo pou to wit that Plutus * 
begate me not in his olde dayes when hee 1 
wasblind,aud{karce able to goe fo2 age, 
and goutineſſe, as tbe Poet Ariſtophanes 
deſcriueth hynubut in his pzime yeres,whben-! 
r hete blonde, | 


—ä — — 


4d 


The Pmiſe of Follie 
4 dus much iullor ol Nectar dzinke; which ſis 
de ae doutiw(with the other'"Goddesz 
9e han pp then by chaunce ſamemhat 
29zothentnough.' Now and if prioke too 
devtintruccokalſo of my byzth place, in ſa 
much as now a dayes men thpnkehowe the 
cauncrep where ane is bozne voerh not a lit> 
his nobilitie ye (hal wie 
derſtande chat q was bꝛougdt foxch neither 
inifloepag Delos, as Apollo znop amongs 
- the Wauing ſeas, where Venuv3wkrhirbes 
.  girmyng nm pet in holowe roches un- 
der ground as was the great Odd lupiter, 
but aun ambdes the Itandes:, which of 
ens: ———— 
5 unatæ, 9 4 | 
baſowes awy-/bntilledy! - 3254/27 30 
In which tles neicher labour nc age, 
m any mauer ſickaeſſe raigneth, no) in the 
ſteldes there doe either Nettles , Thiſtles, 
Mulowes. Bzambles,Cockle,oz ſury lykte 
bagage grom but in ſteve therok, Gploſlouw- 
rea, Noſes, Lilies, Balile, Uioletces,F ſuch 
ſurte ſmellyng herbes, as whilom greme 
in Adonis gardens, doe on all ſives ſatiſie 
boch the lent, andthe ſight. Thus bozne-in- 
theſe velices z A begun nat mr life! wich 


1 wy ,_— 
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Fhe Praiſe of Folio. * 
kearts, birt waitwayes ſmyled ſweetly 
my morher,#n eutderic argutinent aud token 
of good lacke as theſe byꝛthlotters ate. Fur. 
ther as concernyng mp bꝛingyng vp, J am 
not enuious that Iupiter the great god had 
agoteto his foltreſle,ſecing tum ſo plefant 


as Dronkennes daughter vnto Follies 
s,& Rudenes the daughter of Pan nourſts. 


were mp nourſes. Thome ye map ſe here 
alſo amonges my other women and hand- 
maides about nie. hole names in caſe ye 


berſe them vnto you. Foz this mayd truely, 
whome ye may behold with bꝛowes vpcaft, 
lokpng euer as if ſhe wondzed at ſamething, 
is called ſelfeloue. This nexte hir that farech 
as if the flired vpon you, and clappeth hir 
hls cogecher, is Adulatiõ. This ſuiggard, 
and dzowſie head is named Obliuion. This 


than that leaneth on hir elbowes, claſpyng 


dir hands together, is called Lytherneſſe. 
This beſpdes hir with the Roſe garland on 
bir head, and all to perfumed with ſweete ſa⸗ 
yours, 1s cleped Voluptuouſneſſe . This 


withtherolling and vnltedfalt cies, is Mad. 
ns. This other with the ſlicke inne, and 
ame ted bodie, is called De 


f . A ; for 
B. Hi. tele 


4 


Folies han 
liſte to know, A am very wel content to rev. 


Thepraiſe of Follies 
theſetwoGodpes, which ye may lee als in 
the felowſhip of mp other traine, the one is 
named Belicheere, the other $ 

Now ik ye aſue mee, what ſteede theſe ſtand 
mee to: Janſwere , that though the truſtie 
ayde of ſuch a bande as this is, J ſubdue 


all che wozldevnder my dominion, bearing 


Ce: 


empire ouer Emperours themſeſues. Ye 
haue heard mee thus veclarevntopoumyp lp» 
nage, mp education, and mp familie. But 
leaſt nome Jmpht cauſeleſſe ſeeme to chal⸗ 


folllea di · lenge the name ol a Goddelle, herk#ye cher⸗ 


nine ape ra⸗ 
tian | 


foze attenciuely , with how great commodi⸗ 
ties J endue both Goddes and men, and 
bowe largely my power ſtretcheth. Fo and 
if a certaine authour wzote nat wuch amiſſe, 
home this was properly the office of a God, to 


deo benefite to mortall men: : further, if ſuch 


ane wooꝛthily been aſcribed to the ſenate of 


the Gods, as were firſt inuentours of wyne, 
ol CToꝛne, and ſuche lyke commodities fo2 
pour liuing: why ſhoulde not J than rigbe⸗ 
fully be taken, and ſec tofoze them all, who 
onely am the geuer of all things, to all men: 
q; ſirſt (Jaſke ) what may be ſweeter oz 
mo2e dearer vnto you , than is pour lyte: 


bach mga (png n 


The Praiſc of Follies _ 
ofche ſame , whom ſhoulde pe chanke fozy 
but mee onely : In as muche as nepther 
the ſpeare of Pallas, ne pet the ſhielde of 
Jupiter called Aegis, is ie, that engendzeth 
but the ſelfe Iupiter, father of 
the Goddes, and King of Kinges , whowyth 
Hr onely becke , can ſhake all Heauen , mult 
lape downe hys :-reeforked thunder, and al⸗ 
ſo his grimme countenance , wherewith 
when hym lyſteth he can make al the goddes 
to tremble , yea and lyke a plaper mu 
dilguyſe hymſelle into another perſonage, 
in caſe hee woulde doo the thyng , that als 
e (which is) to 

Agapne, amongeſt ntoztall men, the 
Stotkes , counte them lelues to bee next the 
Goddes in perfection , But bzpng mee ertiſedome 
one., admitce hee bee foure, 02 fyue, oz (if => grand” 
. pou lylke ) 
and pet mult 

berde 


natheles Goates haue alſo , ac leaſt ( 
lap)lay aſyde his graue, x frounyng looke, 
be mult caulme and explane his foꝛebead, 
be mitt caſt away thoſe his yzonlike leflons, 


and i J. it is I(be- 
| — B4iti, a — 


72 hs 
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The praiſe of Folie. 
leeue mee) whom that wile and ſage Stoike 
muſt haue recourſe vnto, in caſe he would be 
a father, And why ſhoulde J not commune 
moe familiarly with pou, accoꝛding to my 
cuſtome 2 J pꝛape pou , is it the head * the 
facethebzeaſt 3 the handes * oz the eares? 
which partes of che body are named honeſt, 
tbat engender Gods , and men ? I trowe 
no, Nate, it is euen chat ſeelie member, ſo 
fonde , and fooliſhe , as mape not wpthoug 


Faughter bee ſpoken of, which is the onelp |} 


plancterofmankpnde, That is, the onely 
fountapne , whence all thinges receine life, 


agreat deale fooner than krom Pythagoras 


quaternion. | | 
As concerning the vſe whereof , who is 
he (ſuppoſe pe) woulde take iu his mouth 
the ſnaffle of wedlocke , ik ( accoꝛding as 
theſe wiſemen are wont to doo) be ſhoulde 
firſt caſt and recken with himſelle the dif 
commodities of that trade oflyfe ? Oz what 
woman would peeld vnto ami, if ſhe eyther 
knew,o2 thought pon the perilous thzowes 
of childbearpng , oz trauaile of their bzin- 
Ryng vp: That and if ye owe pour lines 


do wedlocke , and wedlocks pe _ to — 


| The praiſe of folly, 
damoſel Madnes,now pte may ſoone geſſe, 
what pee owe, and ſhould referre to mee. 

Than, whos ſhee , that after one afſape, 
would eftſoones venter childe bearpnge, ne 
were it not though the encouragement of 

Oblyuion + 
Mo not Venus her ſelfe(what ſoeuer _ 
tius miteth) wyl deny, but that her 
engend ure remaineth voyde, and ol 
F effect,withont the acceſſe of mine ayde. Sq 

chat to conclude, Jſaphowof this my dʒun 

N i ridyculus game, are pꝛocreat (omitting 
vulgar folke) both graue philoſophers, wh$ 
ſuch fucceede nom, as ye cal monks,andpurs 
p2e pꝛinces, and holy pꝛieſtes, and thzyſe ho- 
Ive Byſhops at once, all che whole route of 
the Poeticall Gods, ſo marming, as ſkarce 
all heauen is able to conteine chem, bee it 
neuer ſo large ofroome, 

But take it hardly foz notbyng chat per 
owe thus vnto mer the very fountayne and 
ſpꝛing of your lyfe, incaſe what euer other 
commodyties pee haue theerin, J doo not 
Moue them alſvto P2octede of my goodnes, 
ax as touching this lyfehere, may it moz- 

be called a lyfe (Jp2ap pou)ifye cake 
Faure and delight away 7 dog pou nodde 
* vpon 


— 
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denne weleyen: Tull ere wage 
all ſo wiſe, 02 rather ſo fooliſh, nap 
ſooner,as would bee of any other — 
nion. Howbeie, euen thele lage Stoikes 
doe not in deede, ſo greatly dilpiſe pleaſure, 
as outwardly they diſſemble, and afoe folks 
doe baice her with a thouſaude repzoues, to 
none other entent (J warrant pou) ſaue that 
when others are rated therefro, theythen 
may moze at lpbertyeeniope her. But J 
woulde they ſhould tell mee, what any parte 
ok this lpfe there is, not 8 — 


ſant, no 
n is to 8 Sauce — 


2 — it + foz pzoofe whereofas I coulde 
alleage the ſufficiene authozytie of Sopho- 
cles, whole noble — I is. 
neuer inougb 

In knowing ft the blisfallt life ts led. 0 
A am content pet fo2 pour better inſtruction, 
. euery thinge moze particularlye 


And fp2lke, who is hee but wyll confeſle 
G 1 
graciaus and a 


unto all folkes + lo 
els, what is it in poũg babes that we do kille 


ue do call lo we ls 
3 n 
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The praiſe of folly; 
enſudleis moued to ſpare & ſut tou this agi 
bnleſſeic bee by the allurement of Follpe d 
which natures circumſpection, etenpurps» 
ſedly, hach adioined to childzen, to the ende 
chat with ſome reputation ot ple aſure, they 
might ſupple the trauel of their bzingers vp, 
Eponoke the beneuolẽte ol ſuch as tendbnto 
chem. The next age then that ſucceedeth here 
to, A meane Youth,how acceptable (J pꝛay 
pouis it to all folkes : hom is eche incliney 
to it:haw willingly doeth euery wight ſet it 
fozward?how diligentlye doe all men put to 
their helping hands: and whereof (crow ye) 
Norerdech this grace of Youth, but of mee 
onelp:thzough whole benefyt, a young man 
Anoweth leaft,+ therfoze cakech leaſt thoght. 
Take me a lyer, —— be wax- 

deginninge thꝛough experience and 
— Manhode, ch incon⸗ 
tinenethe floure ol his beauty dec ayeth, hys 
mirth ka deth, his grace maxeth told, his ftre- 
gch dimmiſheth, ſo that the farther e farther 
be is retired frũ me, the leſle, leſle he liueth. 
bntil at laſt, redious old age do crepe bpũ him, 
Kot only pꝛkſde to othera, but hatetull allo to 
himlell:whicho/ «xe(onmy tõſettte no moz 
m hands endureto abid ar = 
7 | x 
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The praiſe of folly 


taking compaſſion at theit ſo great labours 
2 err 


Chat lyke as theſe Gods of the Poets, are 
mont wich ſome tranſtozmacion oz tpkeneſſe 
tourning, to ſuc cour men ready to perylhe, 
ſo Jalſo (that in mee lyrth) doe revoke ſuch 
aged men as are at deathes dope, and nexte 
the pitte, back agayne unto childehode + * 
Cherevpon,not cauſeleſle, folkes call them 
I doe cranſfozme chemſo, I wyll nut hyde 
ſa much as that from pou. Foz J byinge 
them to the fountaine ol my mayden Obli. 
uion, called Lethes, which ſpzingeth in the 
Iſtes fortunate( iq as for the other that run« 
neth though the feeldes Eliſti,igbut a mall 
bzaunche of this fozmer ) to the ende that 
as ſoone as they there haue dꝛumken long fo2 
getfulnes of things palled,thep may by little 

awap all the troubles & care⸗ 
kuineſles ol the mind. becde childiſh agayne. 
But ſome perhaps wpll obiect to mee, and 
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The ptaiſe of folly; 
nn | 
— — — — 
who is he that woulde nat ell — 
———— 
pacitie Mher —— 
mon enmo-accowdeth this c — 
pʒouerbte, pe the childe;whoſe 
— - N the time. M wh 
—— ſtaine to haunt, oz ke a 
— olde — Hr6r | 
—— experpence in thinges, 
— 
7 tbat olde age d 
— dotardes dal kau 
— $ ſball in che meane 
vacant and diſcharged ot al ſuche 


freſher ſpirites are (2ongen continual 

are 

— meane while — — wen 

r 
—— feelpng no — 

tentoueſle ye, which ſcarce a lines 

lxet age ſuſfereth, yta and fomtime learne as! 


— m, o, as the old 
moll etched, —— 
putch 


= 
GO UN DYGOaeWa mus &@ 1 & & = 


ee 


8 


cares 
aud axxieties, wherewith wiſemen of .- 
Dottie lofts 


The praiſe of folly. 
putchoffound wit remained in them, and pet 
— wether tos 
alſo deare and welcome to their friendes, a⸗ 
mongſt other reſpectes,fo2 this that comon- 
lye they are very pleaſaunt in company, and 
merplpbeſpoken. ; in Homer pe may 
reade hom out of Neſters mouth there flowed 
wordes ſweeter then ham, whereas Achilles 


do > — 
c auer walles put 4 

fi . 
ethe very grace 


be pzefered befoz 
— — gracious,but' 
pet partly diſgraced;when itlacketh ſpench, 
ayd chatting.that are enen the chefeſt recvea- 
— ol mans ple. 


Adde hereta, that old age toperh much ich 
dꝛen, and 


— 5 likewiſe will euer bet ar 
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The praiſe of folly; 
Moche to olde age, the nearerre» 
— childehoode , till 
at laſte, euen lpke childzen,no tediouſnes of 
Cre Wh Hep depart out of 
this wozld. 


of are now the other gods 
— — wh 
what they doe in way of diſpleaſure, mee ly. 
ſtech not coreherſe:But whom they moſt fas 
nour, and are pleaſed wich, them(trow m) 
thep are wont to change into trees, into fou« 
les, into graſhoppers, yea 02 ſometime into 
lerpenes;as if it —— 


bet, and — 
— — 

at and if men deb the grace coo foꝛbeare 
qiifre from medlyng with wiſbome, leadyng 
foozth-all cheir life in my ſeruice, now (J 
wene)there ſhoulde be no olde age at all, but 
rather they ſhoutd'eniop a moſt happy cdet 
ayal youth; Foz ſe you not A pꝛap pou) hows 
——＋ are geut᷑ to pbtloſopby 
ſome 


The praiſe of folly. 

tle and lx fokinge vp the lynelpe luyce 
ofthe ſpirites : where as my fooles on the 
other ſyde, be ſucke, and ſmooth ſkinned; yea 
and well crufſed cogether, Lyke hoglinges 
of Acarnania : ſich ag neuer ſhoulde feele 

CI warrant pou) any diſcommoditye of age, 
ne were it not that ſometime by chaunce, 


they be infecced wyth the nn, 
panp of miſe men. 


uch is the loc ol mans lyſe, futferynge no- 
thinge on all pattes to bee bliſfull, - Ann 
beere I may bzinge in che appꝛoued aneco« 
ritie of ot the whiche a 

Folly to be the onely.lynke, that ſt 
—_ youth,and kepethof combrou 


tnt as pee canſileamen tins by the 
Brabanters, that wheras yeares maketh 
other people the wiler,they;the longer they 
liue, are rooted che deeper in follpe ; Pet 
foxall that, whers fpnde pon anp nation 
mote focunde -; 02 meeter fo2 the connnon 


trade of lyuinge , oz that leſle feelech ages 


weight, than this doeth + To whom as in 
Conntry,ſo alſo'in-maners are my Hollan- 
ders next neigbbems. F why'ouide 
Adicks u call them ut; — 


The prayſe of Follie, 
my part ſoearneſtly , as thereby they haue 
gotten them my name fo2 an addition, ſo li⸗ 
tle whereol they are aſhamed, as they paſſe 
not to boaſt them ſelues in it. Let them 
that wyl nowe goe and ſeeke out Medea, 


what maner fountaine, to haue their pouth roger and de 
reſtoed, wheras J onelp am (hee that may, lart at age. 


and vie to doo it. It is J that haue that 
marneflous Jupce , wherewich Memnons 
daughter pꝛoroged the pouth of her grand 
ſpe Tirhonus, J am that Venus, thꝛeugh 
whole fauour Phaon waxed poung againe, 
whom therefoꝛe Sappho ſa muche loued. 
Pine be thoſe hearbes, if any ſuche be, and 
myne be thoſe charmes , and mpne is that 
fauntaine, that not onely cal youth backe a⸗ 
gain, once being vanquiſhed, but alſo( which 
is moge deſirable) dooth conſerue it euerla⸗ 


ſing, That and if pee doo all ſubſcribe ta 


this opinion, howe nothing is moꝛe pleaſant 
then pouth, and nothing moꝛe comberſome 
then age. Nowe (IJ trowe ) pee perceyue 
howe much pee are beholding to me, ſeeing: 


Avpholde pou to fo great a weale, ſo great 


. Jperof moytal ment 
ut what lpeake I pet or moztall men? 
Ch dar 
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ſearch ye (hardly) all heauen, and who that 
liſt than ſcoꝛne he mp name, in caſe he finde 
any of the Gods not crabbed, and diſpiſable, 
vnleſſe my influence doe commend him. Foz 
why is my coſyn Bacchus euer lyke a ſtrips 


Follle com- lyng & fapze buſihed ? Fo2ſooth becauſe like 
— a witleſle and dꝛonken companpon, paſſyng 


his tyme in banquettes, daunces, and 
plates, he hach neuer thus much to do with 
Pallas Goddeſſe of wiſedome , Finally, ſo 


little ſetteth he to be holden wiſe , as the obs ⸗ 


ſeruance that herequireth at mens handes 
is naught but maygames , ſhzouinges , and 
uch lyke fantaſtes , Nepther is he offended 
with the pzouerbe callpnghym a foole , as 
Fooliſber than Morycus. Fo they call him 
Morycus becauſe vplandiche hobbes in 
ſpoꝛt are wont at bzynging home ol harueſt, 
to beſmere his image ſette befoze temple 
does, with muſte,+grene ligges. And (lozd) 
with what ieſtes the wziters ok the olde Co⸗ 
medies doe taunt him: O fode Gd ( ſay they) 
and worthy who ſhoulde iſſue out of the gry 
of Tupiter: Pet who would not rather chule, 
it choyſe were offced, to bee ſuch a foole,and 
popie as he is, being euer merie conceited, 
euer pounglyke, euer pꝛouokyng men too 
laughter 


. . 4 


nnr. 


The prayſe of Folie: 


laughter with his ſpoꝛt and pleſantnes, then 


Iupiter hym ſelfe, :1ha/his deepeldſſembled 
chere, lokyng (a dernely, as geueth terrour 
to the godds alſo ? oz Pan, who with bis ſo⸗ 
daine fraiments and tumultes, bꝛina ech age 
ouer al thyngs: Oz Vulcanus the lumphalt 
ſmith ful of ſmoke & embers euer filchp with 
the cople that he endureth in his foꝛge? Oz 
elle Pallas my great aduerſarte, being fa 
much redoubted, becauſe ſhe beareth ſpeare 
and ſhielde: who euer ſhe wech a papꝛe of 
ſkoulyng eyes: 

But why (J pꝛay you ) is Cupide als 
wayes lyke a pong bodies uhy: but that be 
is a trifler,neyther doing, noꝛ thynkyng any 
wyle acte, I warrant vou. CAhy hath Ve⸗ 
nus alſo her beautie eue alybe flouriſhing? 
why but that ſhe is ſpbbe vnto me ꝛeuen ag 


hir viſage reſembleth my fathers colour, faz 


Homer nameth her golden Aphroditis. So, 
ſhe is euer ſmpling, if we credit the poets, 
02 thep? coũntertaitours the peinters. Moꝛe⸗ 
duer, what godhead did the Romaines wow 
ſhip euer moze religiouſly, then that ot Flos 
ra the mother of al pleaſures and ſolaces: 
Dopbeit on the other ſide, who ſo would 
cu.  narowlier 


The Praiſe the Folie. 
narowlier ſearch, and conſider the manner 


of liuing,euen of thole ſawre and glommyng | 
gods, ether out of Homer, oz other poets, ' 
he ſhould finde them (no faple) as foliſhe, | 
and diſſolute, as theſe. Foz what needeth me | 
to alledge meaner Gods Folies:when all 
pe haue at pour fingers endes, bowe great | 
louer thundring Inpiter is? Alſo how graue 
Dame Diana foꝝgettyng womanhode, doth * 
nought but hunt all dape longe, viſieing bß 
ſtartes, pet her ſwete harte Endimion: But 
as fa; me, I had leuer thei ſhould heare theit | 
kaultes tolde them of Momus the God of | 
Repzehenſton , at whoſe handes ſo many | 
times they haue bentaunted . Sauing, that | 


not long agoe they thzew downe him and A- 


tis, headlong togeather tothe earth, berauſe 


that euer with his wyle ſawes and admo⸗ 


nitions he ſeemed out of ſeaſon too farte a. 


gaynſt thep? felicitie. 

Poze Momus therefoze wandzech about 
lpke a vacabond, in as much as no moꝛtal 
man wyll gladly voucheſaue hym herbo⸗ 
rough, foꝛ feare of Iupiters diſpleſure, much 
les that he cãbe receued into pꝛinces courts, 
for there my Adulation beareth the ſwinge, 
who agreech no moze with Momus , then 
| Lambda 
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The prayſe of Follie, 


' Laynbes doo withthe Woolfe . Do that ſince Flatery fami- 


he is once remoued , the Gods abotie maye | lier 1 


nome muche kranklyer, and at moze liber⸗ 
tie play their pageauntes, /cadyng foorth 
an eafie fe (as Homer ſaith) where as no 
controller dare call them to account. Foꝛ 
( Loꝛde) the ſpoꝛte that Priapus the great 
tooled God maketh them: What paſtyme 
haue they at Mercurius, with his theft, and 
iuglyng: Mot ſo muche as Vulcane , but 
when the Gods are ſet at banquet, hee 
plapeth the Telter , nowe with his lymp⸗ 
haulting , nowe with his ſcoffyng „ and 
nowe with his ouerthwarte wooꝛdes, to pꝛo⸗ 
uoke them all to laughter. Then com⸗ 


meth Silenus that hoare headed loner, trea⸗ 


ding the Poznepipe, with poliphemus 
boyſterouſly ſtamping, and the Nymphes 


trippyng bare ſhoves „ the Satyres halfe 
Goates dauncyng the eAntikes : And Pan 


with his Oten Flute ſinging ſome rurall 


ſong, dooth wonderouſſp delight them, as 


whom at that tyme, they had rather heare, 


then the Muſes them ſelues: chiefely, when 
they hegynne to be thzoughly chaufed with 
their Nectar dzinke, 

But what ſhoulde J tell you of that 


P C.ili. the 


Follie natural 
to mankynd· 


The Praiſe the Folie. 


the Gods doo after ſuche compotations: 
things ſo fooliſh , as I my ſelfe can ſtant re- 
frame from laughter. It is belt therefoze | 


that herein J remember Harpocrates fo} 
bis lilence, leaſt ſome eueſdꝛopper God doo 


hearken me blabbing foozth ſuch thinges of | 
them, as not Momus hym ſelfe ſpake euer 
vnpuniſhed. Do nowe it is tyme, that (folo⸗ 
wing Homers example) J leaue the Gods 
aboue , and make returne to the earth, to di 2 
cuſſe, howe nothing here is either gladſome 
02 deſirable, vnleſſe the ſame begyn at me. 
Foz firſt, pee ſee with how great pꝛouidence 


Nature the foundꝛeſſe of mankind, hach foze: 
caſt, chat uo where, in any part of mans life, 


the ſance of Follie ould be wanted. Foꝛ if } 
wiſedome (attoꝛding to the Stoikes dedni· 


tion) ic noug hit elt, hem to be ruled by reaſon, 


and follie to be led as affeftion wyll : conſider | 


"nowe (J p2ap you) howe muche moze affe | 
ction, then reaſon , Iupiter hath put in men, 


to the ende their life ſhoulde not altogeather 
be heauie, and vnplealaunt. As ik pe ould 
compare an ounce to a pounde. 
Furthermoze , he ſhut vp Reaſon with 
inthe narrowe compaſſe ofmans head, lea 
uyng al the reſt ofthe body to affections: let 
ting 
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The prayſe of Follie, 
ting alſo two moſt violent tyꝛantes agaynſt 
her, that is to ſay, Anger, raignyng in the 
foztrefle of the hart: and Concupiſcence, 
whiche euen to the loweſt part of the belly, 
dooth occupie a large poſſeſſton-. Agaynſt 
theſe two ſo ſtrong champions, howe much 
Reaſon mayereliſt , the common trade of 
mens lyues declarech ſufficiently , That 
whereas Reaſon , as muche as lyeth in her, 
dooth crye againſte them, euen tyll ſhee be 
hoarſe,alleging what honeſtie wyll, and re⸗ 
quireth, pet diſbaine not they to obey, but 
much moꝛe furiouſly doo repine at her, tyll 
at laſt ſhee alſo being weeried, is fatne to 
prelde foz banquiſhed. But in ſo muche as 
to man bozne to gouerne and rule, Iupiter 
thought it meete to diſtribute Reaſon ſome⸗ 
what in a larger aſliſe, to the ende pet he 
might partly alay the exceſſe , he called me, =» called * 
Iss he is woont)amongs the other Gods to hen hs 
counſaile : and by and by J gaue hym ad: : 
uiſe like my ſelfe , that a woman ſhoulde be Follie of ws* 
10 | Toctatevntohym, A creature(God know: men. | 
eth) boch fooliſhe c vnwittte , but neuerthe⸗ 
th leſſe pleaſaunt,and gratious . To the ende 
ea; fbarchzough dayly companpe, and dwelling 
togeather, chee with her follie mightreleale, 
8 C\tltt, and 
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and make dulcet the ladnelle of mans cou | 


rage. Fo2 where blato ſeemeth tu doubt, 
whether he ſhoulde put a woman among rea- 


ſonable,or vareaſonable creatures, it was na 
moꝛe, but to ſhewe and expzeſſe the notable 


Follie ok that ſexe. So that if any woman 
ftudpeth to bee counted wiſe , ſhee dooth 
nught els but lavour to be twiſe kooliſhe: 
as if ye woulde force a Come agaynſt her na- 
ture, to leape through a hoope. Iq; the fault 
is doubled, when ſoeuer one againſt kinde, 


would counterfert a gloſe ofvertue,to mithe 


the mynd o:herwiſz,then of nature it plieth: 
Accozding as the Greeke pꝛouerbe faith, 
An Ape is an Ape, be ſhee clothed in Purple, 
ſo awomanisa woman, (that is to ſaye) a 


foole , what ſoeuer part ſhee plap, Pet 


thinke not that women are ſo very ldoles, to 


— l —_ 


be angry with me herefoze, that J being fol: | 


lie her ſelle, and a woman alſo, do arrect fol | 


lie vnto them. Foz it they weigh al thinges 
indifferentl- , they ſhal ſoone perceiue hows 
much J am to be thanked, that fox many re⸗ 
ſpectes they are farre happper then men be, 
Firſt, foꝛ their beauties ſake, beauty (J ſay) 
whiche not without good cauſe is had in ſo 
great pzice by them, as under whole ſhield # 
pꝛotection, 
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p2otectid, they do exerciſe tyzanny, yea euer 
tyꝛants them ſelues, Fo2 els, whence com⸗ 
meth to men that ſternneſle of they? bilages, 
roughneſle of ſkirne,and thickneſle of they} 
beardes, beyng a very repzeſentation of old» 
neſſe, ſauing ofthe exceſle, oz rather diſeaſe 
of wiſdome? whereas women with thepz 
ſmooth checkes, ſmal voptes, t hne ſkyns, 
doo euer ſbew a certaine pouthlikencfle . As 
gaine, what is it in this life, that women 
ſooner couet , then to be Ipked of men! 
Tend not (trow pe) to this effect, ſo many 
they} attpzes% ſo many paintyngs : ſo many 
bathinges: ſo many heart curlyngs, ſo ma⸗ 
ny gliſſhes : ſo many perfumes : ſu many 


wapes of nyce ſimpꝛyng, nycer ſmplyng, 


nyceſt goyng, be it but on an pntch oflether, 
and al to ſet them ſelues fooꝛth to the ſhewe: 
Further, what greater pꝛiuiledge haue wo⸗ 
men ouer men, then theyz fooliſhne ſſe : Fox 
what is it, that men permit not as leatul, oꝛ 
at leſt to be boꝛne with, in women but vnder 
what other title, thẽ ol delectation? But how 
do they delight mt, ſauing with they? kallie: 

This to be true, can not be denyed, who 


ſo will conſpder with bym ſelfe what fonde 


talbe and deuiſes a man is faine to fynde 
C. v. out 
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aut, as often as hee entendeth too take 
fruition and pleaſure ofa woman. And 
thus J haue declared pou from what ſpzing 
the firſt and chiefeſt recreation ofthis pour 
life is derived, 

But pet ſome perſons there bee, namely 


Follit ok teaſts Olde men, rather good Maltwoꝛzmes, than 
and banquets, women haunters, who contrarie to my ſup⸗ 


polition will put their greateſt felicitie in 
tipling, and good fare. As touching which 
poincte , Jrekerre it to others iudgement if 
any feaſt oz banket bee made in the ryght 
kynd, vnleſſe women are at the ſame. But of 
this Jam ſure, Pow without the ſauce of 
Follie, no banket can be tothe ſome, In ſoꝛt 
that there want one, who wich his owne, oꝛ 
counterfait Folie, may ſturre the geſtes to 
laughter, then ſtraght is ſome tefter,oz other 
mad knaue ſent foꝛ with his bald and fooliſh 
ſcoffes,to put away the ſadde ſtylneſſe of the 
fealf, Fo2 els, what booted ſo many iunkets, 
ſwete meats, and daintries to balace the bel: 
Ive withal, vnleſle the eies the eares,and the 
whole mind,were alſo fedde with laughter, 

ſpozte,and mery conceites. 
But of all ſuch knackes J am the onely 
deniſour,lpke as this that now is —_ 
taken 
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taken vp at banquets, to chooſe 4 Kyng by 


lottes, to play at Tables, to bing good lucke, 


to quaſſe about the bourde, to ſing Carols, with 


ſuch like obleruances , was neuer oꝛdeyned 
by the ſeuen Sages of Greece, but though 
myne inuention, toꝛ the conſeruation, and as 
uaile of mankinde . Yet marke you the na» 
ture of all ſuch deniſes, and per ſhal ſee, that 
the mote follte they ſinel ol, the moꝛe they do 
pꝛoſite the life of moꝛtall men, Mhiche 


life, in caſe it be ouerweighed with ſadneſle, 


then ſurely it ſcantly deſerueth tbe name ol 


life. And ſadde muſt it needes be, vnleſſe 
wich ſome kinde of paſtyme pe wipe away 


tediouſneſſe, next cooſin to the other. 


Nome ſome perchaunte there are, who gelle authour 
litle wyl eſteeme this kinde of pleaſure alſo, offricudgip. 
but rather reſt wholy on the league and ac⸗ 
qua intance ot one friende with an other: af- 
firmpng friendſhip to be the onely thing 


whiche ſhoulde be ſought and embzaced be- 
foze all the other commodities of pour life, 
being (ſaythey) ſa neceſſarte and behoua- 
ble, as neither Apze, noꝛ Fyze ,noz Mater 
may be moꝛe requiſite vnto men, and tbere⸗ 
to ſo appꝛopꝛiately annexed, as che ſunnes 


heate map as foone as friendſhip be ſpared 
IG 


amongs 
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The Praiſe the Folic; 
among pou : and beſides this, ſo honeft'a 
thing (it haneſtie as you thinke make ought 


to purpoſe ) as not the Philoſophers them 
ſelues doo ſticke to put friendſhip euen a 


mongs che chiefeſt weales of this life, 

But what wyll pee ſape nowe , if I can 
pꝛoue m ſelle to be both croppe and roote, 
of this ſo great a beneſite : Pꝛoue it to you, 
CT ſap)neicher with Barbara, noꝛ Celarent, 
no} any ſuch Dialectical quaint ſubtilties, 


—— 


but euen ol the plapneſt and blunteſt faſhi- |; 


on, popnt poi to it, as it were with my fin- 

ger: Fiiſt therekoꝛe when pou ſce a man 
flatcer , diſſemble , oz winke at his friendes 
faultes, yea and ſumetyme owe fauour, oz 
rather woonder at ſome great vices of his, 
taking them foꝛ vertues : doi pou not count 
hym (J pzap pon) next ſybbe, to a foole* 
TUhat if an other take ſome deformitie that 
his Leman hath , for a great grace: 02 afas 
ther, whoſe childe is ſquint eyed, calleth hym 
neuertholeſſe his prety pinkeyed boye: Is not 


Folie the elew this ( trowe pee) plaine follie: Let Sas 
of kriend}ip. ges crit againe andagaine, chat it is follie, 


pet this ſame folly is the glew that ſouldzeth 
Einterteineth friends together: A ſpeake of 
moztalmen, of whom none liuech _ 

me 
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ſome faults: ſo that he may wel be hold? fox 
che beſt , that is combyed wich the ſmalleſt, 
Mheras amongs theſe gods of wiſbome,et» 
ther no friendſhip can faſten at al;o2 if it do, 
pet is it but a frownpng , and an vnpleaſant 
friendſhip,# ſuch as takech place among ve» 
rp few of them: faz it were too ſoze to ſap a⸗ 
mong none, ſeeing the moſt part ofmen doo 
onerſhoote them ſelues : yea, if J ſaid all, J 
might abide by it, ſomany ſundzy wayes is 
euery wight ſubiect vnto follie. And friends 
ſhip is neuer pꝛoperly knyt, but betweene 
men ok egal eſtate # condition. That admyt 
ſometyme a maner amitie is ſo kindled be⸗ 
tweene theſe Aiſe men: God know ech pet 

howe ſhoꝛt a life, c continuance it ſhal be ok, 

namely among fo wayward faultfinders, as 

as comonly ſuch ſages are, being cuer redy 

to find an hole, x rating as ſharp an eie vpõ Ta * 

their friends faultes , an Egle dooth v pon ip, _ 

her pray. But (Loꝛd) fo? al that, bow poꝛe⸗ 
blind are they in their owne? not once loo⸗ 

king backe at che Satchel hanging behynd 
them. In as much then as the nature of mẽ 

is ſuch, that no wight may be ft ũid, not limed 

wich ſome great vices, in caſe pe adde ther 

4 theditterſneſſe both ol mens inclinations, 
and 
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and ages, together with ſa many ouerſights, 
ſo many errours and chaungyng chaunces, 
as this mozcall Ipfe is diſpoſed to, now J 


ſee not how the fruite of frendſhips pleſaunt · 


neſſe ſhould one halfe howꝛe be conſerued 
betwene ſo narowe diſcuſlers of things, vn- 
les the remedie of forbear7ny one an other, 


which alſo in Greeke, is as much to ſap, as | 
Follie were added fo2 a ſtate and maynte⸗ 
nance of the ſame. But what lay pe: Cupide 
himſelfe the god of all loue and frindſhip, is 
he not blind: to whom as ofttimes not fapze | 


thynges ſeeme fapze, ſo likewiſe amonges 
pou he bzingeth to paſle , that each doth 
thynke his owne birde fayett, and like wil 
euer cleaue to like. 

Now though we lee, howe commonly 
theſe things are don, and commonly laugh- 
ed to ſcozne, vet ſuch fondneſſe is it that ſoul: 
dꝛeth & holdeth a pleſaũt felowſhip of life a⸗ 
twixe you, Further, what J haue ſaide by 


frindſhip, much moꝛe may J ſap by mari⸗ 


age. Which is to ſay, an inſeperable con- 
iund tion of man and woman, Bit (Lo) 
what diuoꝛcementes , c2 inconuentences 
ole then diuozcement would not commons: 


"0 happen, in cale theyz dately ſocietye, and 


dwellyng 
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dwellyng together , were not nowe with 
flaterie,now with dalyance, now with ſpozt, 
with fozbearpng,with errour, with diſlem⸗ 
blyng (all ot my gard J warrant you) both 
pꝛopped vp, and nouriſſhed + Good lozde, 
how few ſpouſaples ſhoulde goe though, in 
caſe the wooer wilelp afoze hand did boult 
out, what wanton parts the tender, and to his 
ſeemyng , ſhamefaſt mayden hath played 
longe afoze he knew hir: Further, howe 
fewmariages once ſolemniſed, ſhould con⸗ 
tinue in foꝛce: vnleſſe the moſte part of the 
wines pageats were cloked, eyther thzough 
hir huſbands negligence, oꝛ doltiſhneſſe? All 


this, and wozthylp,is arrected to Follie. Pet 


doth this folie make the wife to be cheriſhed 
ok hir hulband, che hulbande likewiſe of his 
wife, thep2 houle to be quiet, and the affinitie 
betwene they? friends to remaine. The coke- 
holde witolde, q; what other name ye liſte to 
geue hym, is laught to ſcozne, whe with his 
lyps he ſucketh in the teares of his ſcant ho⸗ 
neſt wife. Yea good enough. Pow much bets 
ter ſhal he find it to be deceined ſo, thẽ thoꝛow 
lelouſie to fret hym ſelfe, and ſet al things on 
aroz , Fo} ſhozte concluſion ( J lape) 


8 
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No ſoctetit of ſu much lacketh, that any maner friendſhip, 

irke without ſocietie of life , 02 companping togeather, 

Folie. map without mpne acceſſe bee pleſant, oz 

long lined ;as not the people woulde long 

beare chep2ruier,no2 a leruant his maiſter, 

a mayd hir maiſtres, a ſcholer his teacher, a 

triend his kriend, the huſband his wife, a lens 

der the hirer, a chamberfelow his chãberke⸗ 

lowe,no2 a bourdmate his bourdmate, vnles 

by turnes atwixe them ſelues they ſhould 

ſomtime erre, ſomtime flatter, ſometimes 

winke fo2 the nonce, and now & then cons 

foꝛt theyꝛ bittred taſt with ſome hony of foo⸗ 

liſheneſſe. Theſe things (J wote wel) ſeme 

right marueilous vnto pou, but geue me 

leaue a little, and pe ſhal heare furher. 

bl code. IÞzap pon, can pe loue anp bodie, that 

ſelfe wichout lonerh not hum lelfe © can he agree with any 

Folie. body, that dilcopdeth with hym ſelfe : May 

he pleaſe others, that is diſplelant, and cedt« 

ous tu hym ſelfe: But ſettyng me aſide, ſo 

much lacketh, that any man can abide oz 

beare what others doe, as pe ſhall ſee him 

fail out with him ſelfe, miſſpke what ſoeuer 
he dooth,*+ be his owne hacer. 

Foz nature not in few poyntes rather a 

ſtepdame than a mother , hath grafted on 

K 


Ss. ns ac = cf Soo qo ious wo 111. ͤ — Tz . ĩͤ ii 


The praiſe of follie. 


tuill pꝛopertie in mens heads, namely theirs 
that are ſkilfuller , that euer they deſpyſe 


what qualitte is their own, ſet moze by that 
they ſee in others. Aherby it comes to paſſe 
that all the giltes, c graces, ofthis lite, are 
quite lozne and defaced, Foz what auaileth 
beautie:beautie (J ſap)the very chiekeft gift 
that the immoztall Goddes doo geue here, if 
he that hach it, recketh not of it: Oz what 
auayleth pouch : Il it bee dꝛowned with the 
leuaine ofhoze ſadnefle, Finally in any mas 
ner trade of ipte, what can a man go about 
to doo ſeemelp, and with a good grace, eicher 
by himſelle, oz afoze others ( as in deede, ta 
txpꝛeſſe and ſet a thyng foozth lyuely, is not 
ouely the chieteſt poynt of cuuning, vut allo 
the bery head of any ching put in de) if this 
my damalel Selſeloue be not his edtiauncer, Selllou” - 
whorn woozthily I holde there foze in fteede 
ol my ſyſter : ſo bulily thee travaileth to my 
behalte in euerp place. And what can bee 
mote folly, than one ta like himleife, ſtand 


in hys owne cancepte : but than againe, 


what thing can be y2oper,02 becamming, oꝛ 
well doone, in caſe the doer ofthe ſame myl⸗ 
pketh himleHe in it: So that take awaye 
7 hin 0 is euen the 
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and by ye ſhal ſee the Oratour colde in hys 
matter, the Muſitian miſuked with all his 
deſcant, the Player hiſſed out of the place, the 
Poet and his muſes laught to ſcozne , the 
Paynrer and his art naught ſec by, the Phi- 
ſitian foꝝ all his medicines walke an hun⸗ 
gred, b2iefely,this ſet a ſpde, he that ſeemed 


vglie and miſfauoured than Therſites, in 
ſtede of faire Phaon, as hoe and winckled 
as Neſtor was, ſoꝛ Minetua, a ſowe (as the 
pꝛouerb ſapth)fo2 an eloquent ſpraker, the 
fawleſt ſtammerer in a countrep , and foꝛ a 
courtlyke felow, the rudeſt hobbe that maye 
be picked fromthe plough. So behoueable 
is it ( loe ) that euery man doo clappe hym 
ſelfe on the backe, and with ſome flatterie be 
commendable to himſelf, ere he can be com - 
mended of others, F inallp, wheras it is the 
greateſt part offelicitie , foz a man to deſyꝛe 
to bee, as he is in deede, that dooth Selfe⸗ 
loue pzocure you by a readier way, Foꝝ no 
man, hom euer bile he be, will fodiſpaire in 
himſelf, as vtterly to miſuke either his wit, 
his kinred, dwelling place, occupation, oz 
countrex. As an kin mz would nat * 

is 


* 


berie releaſe af mans life and doings, and by |} 


beautifull Nireus, ſhall appeare to be moze | 
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his nation with an Italian, noꝛ a Turke witf 


an Athenyan, no} pet a Tartar with the ve⸗ 
rie Iles of Fortune: which ſo beyng, howe 


finguler then is natures pꝛouidence (trowe 


pe) in ſo great varietie of thinges, to make 
them al pet of a lyke p2opoztiontas to whom 
thee hath beene ſomewhat ſcarce in other 
giftes, there ſhe putte th a little moꝛe Selfe- 
liking, but this J ſpeak not very circũſpect⸗ 
lx, ſeeing the ſame Self liking, may wozthilp 


be eſteemed fo2 the greateſt gift ok all. Here Folly authoz 


now Jrecke not much, to paſſe ouer vntou⸗ 


ched, how nomaner acte, oꝛ noble deede was artes. 


euer attempted, no} any arte oz ſcience inte» 
ted, ocher, thã of which J might fully be hol- 


den firſt auchoꝛ. Foz as touching warre, the guarre⸗ 


very head and ſp2!ng of al great enterpꝛiſes, 
which ſo commdlp are pꝛaiſed, æ enrolled by 
hiſtozians,ts it note trow ye)a fooliſhe pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe, to beginne ſuch variance, as euer both 
parties recepue moze domage than p2ofite 
by*(fo2 ofthole that leaue their carkaſſes in 
the fictde , as dyd the Megatenſians, neuer 
counte is made.) But pet, when armies 
lopne together, & trumpets blow vp bloody 
notes, to what ſteede J pzave pon can theſe 
good father Sages ſerne + who ſoked vp with 
5 / | D.tb | ong 
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long ſkudie, leane, and colde of blood, mays 
ſtantly dꝛawe their wynde : Nap then muſt 
katte and luſtie blooddes doo the feate, ha⸗ 
uing boldneſſe wich the moſt, and witte wich 
the leaſt. Unleſſe perchaunce ſome woulde 
choſe ſuch a ſoldiour as was Demoſthenes, 
who following Archilocus the poets reade, 
ſcarſe looking his enemies in the face,thzew 
doume his ſhiclde and ranne away, as cows 


ardly a warriour, as he was a wyſe ozatour, | 


But Counſcule in warres([ay thep)is of great 
importaunce,f as 02 that I ſtick not much, 
that counſaile in a capitai ne is requiſite , la 
it be warly ke, and not Philoſophicall. Foꝛ 
rummonly they that bzing any valiant feate 
to paſſe are good bloodacs, x enturert, compa- 
aons , ſivaſ. her diſpatchers, hanhromtes, with 
ſuch lpke, and none ol theſe Philoſophers can- 
delwafters. Uho liow vnmeete they bee to 

ſerue ko2 any common affaire, oz purpoſe a⸗ 
mongeſt men, wee may be taught by the ex 
ample ot Socrates hpmlelfe,the onely wyſe⸗ 
man, but viwilelytudged by Apollos ora- 
cle. That whereas on a time he went about 
to haue ſayde hys minde in a certapne mats 
ter to the commons of Athenes, he left of ſo⸗ 
deinlx, be ing all to laught to ſcoꝛue. Pom be 
| if 
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| this Socrates, as in one poynt eme ſemeth 
was not all wyde, in that he would not take 
vpon hym the name of a wiſe mi, but rather 
aſcribed. the ſame vnto God onelp , and 
thought it beſt fo2 a wiſeman not too buſie 
himſelfe 02 medle with matters of the com⸗ 
mon wealth, vnleſſe perhaps he myght haue 
| ſaied moze rycthtly,that who ſo would be ta⸗ 
hen amongs the number of men, ſhould noe 
medle to much with wiſdome. Foz J pꝛay 
you what dꝛaue Socrates vpon his araign- 
8 ment, to dꝛ ink poyſon, fo: the death he was 
5 condemned to, ſauing onely that his excel⸗ 
lent, that his goodly qualitie of wiſedome : 
2 Becaule whiles whole dayes togeiher he 
- trifled out the time, in diſputationt vppon 
j the cloudt, vpon Idec, & by Geometrie peyned 
hym ſelfe to meate a flies feete diſcuſſyng alſo 
0 how a gnatte beyng ſo little a vermine myght 
1: | pelde ſo great aſounde,heneuer applied him 
ſelfe to learne thynges perteyning to this 
common trade ot lyfe. But nowe commeth 
Plato his diſciple to defend his maiſter at 
the barre; a gay Aduocate (J pꝛomiſe you) 


who being offended with the nopſe of the 
people thꝛongyng abouthym,coulde ſcante 
Make an end ofthe ty2lt claule of his tale. 

| Diik, Any 


— 
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M.ſemen 
dackards, 
ether to 
lyght, oz 
ſpe ake in a 
pzeale, 


The praiſe of follie, 


And what ſap you by Theophraſtus?who ta- 


king vpon him to ſpeake vntoa great aſſem» 
bly, as ſoane as he ſtoode vp, by and by could 
ſay neuer a woꝛd a if he had ſeen à woulfe at 
vxwares:X how ſhould he then haue encoura- 
ged ſouldiours to fight: Oz elle Iſocrates? 
ha of a certaine naturall timozouſneſſe, 
durſt neuer afoze audience open his lippes: 
Marcus Tullius, che father of Romaine elo⸗ 
quence, euer with an vnſeemely trẽbling be⸗ 
gan his oꝛations, as it were a ſobbing child, 
which Quintilia enterpꝛeteth to be the ſigne 
of aware and wyſe Oratour who pondred wel 
the waightmeſſe of his matter. But when he 
ſaith ſo, dooth he not plainely confeſſe, wiſe: 
dome to be an obſtacle againſt any bold feat: 
Fo2 what will ſuche hztmpiſhe bodies doo 
(trow ye)whF it cõmethj to handTrokes,chat 
are almoſt dead fo) feare.wbẽ they ſtriue but 
with bare woꝛdes: Aud pet after allthis (on 
Gods name) is that woozthy ſawe of Plato 
much commended, how thoſe common wealet 
moſt happily ſbould flouriſhe,that were gouer- 
ned by Philyſopheris, or whoſe gouernours ap- 
plied themſeluet to Philoſophie. Nu no, if yt 
loo de in hiſtozies, ve ſhal find,norifers wert 
euer moze pe dilent to —— 


ww 
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Thepraiſe of follic. 


iche ſame at any time fell into the handes of 
ſuch a one, as was giuen to any ſett of Phi⸗ 
loſophie. Fo2 pꝛoofe wherof,Jalledge vnto 
pou the two Catons,the one whereof , with 
bis headie andirantike accuſations, diſturs 
bed greatly the quiet of Rome citie: the os 
ther, in goyng about ouer wyſelp to pꝛo⸗ 
cect the ſame, dvd vererly ſubuert it. And 
topne pee hardly to them both Brutus and 
Caſsius, with the two Gracchi , pea and 
Cicerohimſelfe , foꝛ as peſtilent a Citizen 
amongeſt che Romaines,as Demoſthenes 
was to tbe Atheniens common weale. 
Likewiſe,what trowe ye by Marcus Au- 
relius : J admit he was a good Emperour, 


and pet coulde J weſt that pꝛapſe alſo from 


him, becauſe his too much Philoſopherſhip 
made hym odious and hatefull to the people. 
But admitte (J ſay) be was good, pet truely 


moe pernitious was hee to che common 


weale, in leauyng ſo vngratious an pmpe, 
as Comodus was , fot ſucceſſour is hys 
Tate, then euer he was pꝛofitable thzough 


. Ipsowne good wealding of che fame. 
- Foz tommonlp this kpnde ol men, that Wiſemens 


are bookiſhe, and gene themſelues to ſuch 


D. iili. 


peuthedilciplines, like as in other * fooles. 


ay - 


FViſemen 
vulicte fs2 
any functi⸗ 
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The praiſe of follie; 
do allo in child} gettyng baue very ill lucke⸗ 
as if nature of pitie( I weene) pꝛouided that 
this plague, chis diſeaſe (I ſay) ot wiſedome, 
ſhoulde not ſpꝛede ouer largely amongeſt 
men. So Cicero had a ſonne, farre vnlike 
hym in conditions. And Socrates, that 
wiſeman had Childzen , Her to their mo- 
ther than theyr Father, (As one wiiteth me. 
rilp ) that is to ſape, they were fooles, | 
Nowe though theſe wyſemen be as bnapce | 
fo all publyke offices and affapꝛes, as an 
Aſſe is to finger an harpe , yet myght it lo be 
abpdden , if chey were not alſo as vnto« 
warde in any pꝛiuate duetie pertepning to 
this life. Fo2 bid once one of thele ſages to 
dinner, and either with his ſilent glooming, 
i his darke and eluiſhe pꝛobtemes, hee wyll 
trouble all the bourde. Deſire him to take 
handes in a bꝛall, ye will ſay, a Camel daun- 
ceth, Bʒing him ta a Dydſomer watch , oꝛ a 
ſage playe, and euen with his verp locke 
he wyll ſeeme to dildeyne the peoples paſ: 
tyme, ſo that wyſe man Cato muft be faine 
to auoyd the place, becauſè he cannot ſpare his 
Fromning. Let hum lighi on a knot at good cõ⸗ 
pany talk ing metily, æ by c by euery wight 
voldes his peace. It he muſt buy W 
. | m 
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made a bargain, oꝛ beefly,dovught of thoſe 


= 
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Thepraiſe'offolly; 


things which this cõmon lyfe cannot bee led 
without, then ſooner wyll pee take him foꝛ a 


block, chã a reſonable creature. So much lac: 


keth (oe) that hee may ſtande his countrye 
02 his friendes in pꝛokytable ſteede, who ney⸗ 
ther is ſkilled in thinges dayly enured, and 


much differech from the common opinion, 


and manners ok the other peo ple. 

Per conſequent whereof, he muſt needes de⸗ 
ſerue their hatred and diſpleaſure.thꝛough the 
great diuerſpties of liuinges, and diſpolitios 
betwixt them. Foz and ik ye lyſt to iudge 
indifferently, is there cught done here as 
mongſt moꝛtall men not full of felly, both by 
fooles and befoe fooles: So that it one 
onely wight would cake vpon bym to kicke 
ag aynſt all the reſt, him would J aduiſe( ag 
Timon dyd) he ſhould ſhꝛinke into ſome de⸗ 


ſert, there to eniope hys wiledome too hym⸗ 


Mlcdome bee 


deth hatred. 


Telf. But to retourne tomy fozmer pur pole, F olly the foun⸗ 


| ; der of States 
(Jaxe pou) what manner charme it was, 8 * 


that enduced thoſe auncient ſtonpe, wodden, weales. 


and rude nien in the wozldes kyꝛſt age (as po⸗ 
ets f nne, diſperſed ſo abꝛode, te lyue toge⸗ 


«£1 * eies, but onely Adulation 02 glo- 


©0241 711,04 q what doe Yoets.els lig- 
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Avulation., 


The praiſe of Folly; 
nifie by that /reeternned harpe of e Amphion 
and Orpheus? What thing alſo reuoked the 
communalty of Rome, rebellynge againſt 
the Senate, ta agreement: was it any P Hilo. 
ſephicall oration ? No fſooth. What than: 
Cuen a fooliſhe Aeſopes fable feigned of the 
bealy,and the other lummes of mans body. 
Like as Themiſtocles perſmaded the Athe- 
niens by his tale ofthe Foxe and the Hedge | 
bogge: Could any wyſe mans Oz ation(traw 
ye) haue enduced thoſe wylde and Sauage 
Spaniardes ta ſuch a confomitie, and ove: 
dience, as did Sertorius their wyly captaine, 
vnder colour of Relygion, and that deuice of 
his white hinde: Dz as Lycurgus allured 
the Spartanes though the example ſhewed 
them ofthe twa dogs + with alſothat other 
fond deuiſe ol Sertorius, making twohozſes 
tayles to be plucked at: Jlet paſſe Minos, 
and Numa, each of whom with feigned fapze 
intentions bleared the groſſe multitudes 
eyes: Fa; pee muct thinke that ſuch lyke 
folpes as theſe, are the lyuelyeſt and moſt pps 
thie perſwaſions, that the aug htye mad beaſt 
the comanaltie tun be moued with : Wheres 
as hitherta was neuer Citie oz common 
weale.cha; woulde bee 9 


The praiſe of folly, 


or Atiſtotles lawes,no mote than any nati⸗ 
on hath folowed thoſe glozyous rules and 
inttitutes oflyuing, that Socrates ſet foo2th, 
But J pꝛape pou, what pzouoked both the 
LY. Decians willingly ts bequeath them ſelues 
tothe Infernall Gods : And lykewiſe eg⸗ 
ged Quintus Curtius to caſt hymlelfe into 
ö the great caue and ſwallow of the grounde, 
* | Chat whilom opened in the marketſtede of 
| | Romegſauing onelp Vaineglorye: Vaine- 
glorye (J ſaye) that moſt fayze, and ſweete 
| bayted Permayde,but (Lozde) how woun- 
derouſlp pet condemned by thele ſages ? Fo 
what can bee a moꝛe fonde parte (ſape they) 
than ambiciouſlye, as in common weales is 
bled, A man to go, and faune on lm, and him, 
for their voyees ? or with makinge common 
giftes and deftributzons to hie the peoples fa- 
wonr ? hyghly magnifying himſelfe, whan the 
; people cryeth a larges on him > When alſo like 
| A pageant, or ſpectacle prepared for the peo. 
| ples eyes, he rides ahout in triumph, crowned 
5 with lawrel? hauing his image for 4 memory 
| of the fact ſet vp in the marketſieede, with 
} 
| 
| 


Qaineglozw. 


much curius enttling of his names,ſurnames 
byuams,c office uamet, beides the immortal, 
and godly howorr bat ar therupo decreed.to fo 
9 „„ >» e__— 
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The praiſe of Folly; 


and poore 4 catine ar he it, leaſt deſernyngo 
then, at not ſeldome the veryeſt — 


euer raigned, haue natheles with publike ce- 


remonies bene cannonyſed into the number of | 


the Gods. 


Theſe are chinges as foaliſh as can bee, to | 


laugh whereat, one Democritus ſnffiſech 
not. And pet, euen ofthis ſyʒing of Vaine- 


glory come all your wozthye Conquerours | 
actes, and famous feates, whiche wich che 


ſcyle ot ſo many eloquent waiters are extolled 
bp too heauen. This verpe bzaunche of 
Follpe buildeth. Cities, foundeth States, 
Deadrulers,religions,counſell motes, iudg⸗ 
menta, and bzeefely, all the deedes and lyfe of 
moneall men, is nought els then a certapne 


Folly ſnnen; Now what I haue ſiyed hereby, as well 


A map ſaye by artes and ſciences, F what 
els hach pzouoked mens wittes to ſeeke out 
e dilcloſe co their poſteriours ſo many goods 

lye diſciplines (as they take them) ſauynge 
onelp an ardent thirſt ofglozy + Such is che 
appetite of foaliſh mt, wich ſa great trauels, 

warchings, x ſweating at che bzowes , to re⸗ 
couer a litile, I wotte neare what Fame, 


wich eicher is nothing, or nothing is moe 
baing 
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I heprayſcof folly: 


vaine than it: But in the meane while, 


pee ought too conne mee thanke, loʒ ſuche, 
and ſo many commodyties , as chey haue 
founde out towardes the better ſtate of pour 
ple. And that (which is moſt ſweete ol 
allzpee doe peruſe the fruite of other mens 
madneſle. 

Than (ſp?, ſceing J hane thus chalenged 
vnto mee the pꝛayle of Foꝛtitude, and of in⸗ 
duſtrpouſneſſe, what tt J claime Pru- 
dence alſo 7 peryappes ſome wyll laye, as 


neſſe. And kyꝛſte sk al, it Prudence cons 
ſiſteth in longe pꝛactiſe and exp erpence of 
thinges, vnto whether oftheſe maye the ho⸗ 
nour of that name better ſquare + Epther 
to this wpſemaa, who partelye fo2 ſhame 
and partely faꝑ daſtatdeneſſe of hart, attemp · 
tech nothinge, oꝛ els that foole, whom ney⸗ 
ther ſhame, beinge hameleſle , no; pertll, 
beingereckeles, map feare from pꝛouynge 
any thinge. A wiſemanrepozts hymſelfe co 
his booke s, and there learnech naught but 
_ triflyng diſtinctions of wozdes. 

A fools 


1 7 
0 
F 


— pin · 
ſoone might I goo about to mingle kyze and * Fol. 


water, — Butkoz all that I hope to bꝛinge 
it to palle, H as hechercov you haue doone, ye 
bouchſafe mee pour cares , and attentings 


The prayſe of folly | 
Afoole in ieoparding,and goyng pꝛeſentlyt 
where things are tobe knowne, gathere th 

Fooles iudge (ynleſſe J am deceiued) che perfect true pꝛʒu⸗ 
8 dence.Which Homer ſermeth, notwithſtan⸗ 
dyng his blindeneſle to haue ſeene, when here 
ſayed thus, A foole knometh the thing, that is | 

once dooue. F012 there bee two ſtrong lets a · 

3 5 gainlt ſuch knowledge of thinges too bee 
gathered, that is to ſape, ſhame and dzeade: 

ſhame, that caſts a miſt befoze mens minds: 

and dzead, that ſhewyng the perils, diſcoun⸗ 

ſayleth men from ventring any enterpꝛyles. 

But J Follye map, and am wont to wype 

thoſe lets cleane away. Pea, few men conſy- 

der, hom many wa pes els it auaplech to bluſh 

at nothing, and dare doe cuery thinge. But 

now (loe) and if pee take pꝛudente afcer the 

rate, as when it reſtech in iudgement and diſs 

courſe of thinges, harken pee (J pꝛape you) 

bow farre they are wide thereof , who doe 

make it their chiefeſt pzofeſſton, Fo? firſt 

1 it is not vnknowne, how all humane thinge⸗ 

> TheSilenrs ke the S:/enes or double mages of Alcibia- 

of Aibiade» cler, hatie two faces much vnlike and diſſem. 
blable, thzrwhatoutwardlye ſecmed death, 

pet looking within, ye ſhoulde fynde it lyfe: 

and onthe other ſyde what ſeemed lpfe, to M 

death: 
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The prayſe of folly. 
death: what fap2e,to be foule : what riche, 
feeble:what noble, vile: what gladſome, ſad: 
what happp,vnlucky:;what frendly, vnfrend⸗ 
ly: what healthſome,nopſome, Bꝛiefly, the 
Silene once beinge vndone and diſc{oled,yee 
ſhall fpnde all thinges tourned intoo a new 
ſemblance, Ikcheſe woꝛdes to ſome ſeeme 
ſpoken clarkly, goe to, I wyll expound them 
moze plapnelp, 

7 pzap pon, who is hee that confefleth not a 
Pyinceto be bothriche,and a great Lozde: 
but let caſe hee hath no good qualpties of 
che minde,no2 with all choſe goodes he hath, 
tame be ſatiſfyed:now is he not riche, but 
poozerthenthe poozeſt. Then agapne ad-, 
mitte he be geuen to ſundzp vices,now is hee 
no Loꝛde, but moze ſubiect than a ſeruaunt: 
and after this rate may pe ſkanne alſo the o⸗ 

thers. But this is ynough fo example. 

Now it map be, ye muſe what J meane here⸗ 
by,but geue me leaue pet a little further. It 
one at a ſolemne ſtage play, would take pd 

bim to pluck ofthe platers garments, whiles 

\ | hep werelaping theyz partes ſo diſcipher 

: I mitothelokers on, the true # natiue faces of 
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Ke ien ſhoulde hee not (tr ow pee) 


marre all the matter: And wall de ſerue foz 
à madman to be pelted out of the place with 
ſtones: pee ſhoulde ſee yet ſtraightwayes a 
new tranſmutation in thinges: that who be: 
foꝛe played the woman, ſhould than ap peare 
to be a man: who ſeemed youth, ſtould ſhew 
his bozeheares: who counterfaited the king, 
ſhould tourne to a raſcall, and who played 
God almighty,ſhoulve become a Cobler as 
he was be loge. 

Pet take away this errour, and as ſoone 
take away all together, in ag much as the 
krigninge and counterfetinge is it, that lo 
delighteth the bebolders . Solpkewile, 
al this life of moꝛtal men. what is it els, but a 
certapne kynde or ſtage playe + where as 


men come faoꝛth diſguiſed one in one araye, 


and another in another, eche playing hys 
parte, till at laſt, the m aker of the plape, o 


Vookebearer cauſech them to auopde the 


ſka ffald, and pet ſometime maketh one man 
tome in, two oꝛ thꝛee times, with ſundꝛye 
partes and apparell, as who befoꝛe repꝛeſen 
ted a king, being clothed al in purple, hauing 
no moꝛe but ſhifced himſelf a litle, ſhuld ſew 
neee 

| nd 
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The prayſe of follie. 
And al this is done vnder a certaine veile 
d2 ſhadow, which taken away once, the play 
canno mote be played, 
Here noweifone oftheſe wife men come 
CI weene ) from heauen , dyd ſodainely ap⸗ 


* 


peare, and ſap » howe chen thes great Prince, 


whom al men honour as their God and ſoue- 


raigne, deſerueth ſcarſe to be called man, ſce- 
ing like the brute beaſtes, he is trayned hy af 


fections, and it none other then a ſeruaunt o f 


. thebaſeſt ſorte, ſeeing willyngly he oheyeth ſa 


mam, and ſo vile vices his maiſters . Or then 
againe, moulde bydde ſome other, who mour- 
ned for his fathers or friendes deceaſe, rather 
to laugh and be meery , becauſe ſuch dying ta 
this worlde , is the beginnyng of 4 better life, 
whereas this here , ts but a maner death as it 
were. Furthermore,woulde cal an other glo- 
rying in his eArmes and Aunceſtrie , both a 


. villaine and a baſtarde,becauſe hee is ſo ma- 


ty diſcentes diſallyed from vertue, whiche ts 
the onely roote of true Nobilitie. And in 
ſuche like ſozte would raile vpon all the reſt. 
Ipꝛay vou, what ſhoulde he pꝛeuayle there⸗ 
by, but make men take hym foz frantike and 
diſtraught ? Foz ſurely as nothyng can be 
eee 
t. 
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The prayſe of follic. 


is nothing moze fonde than pꝛudence ont of 
ſeaſon, And dooth he not outof ſeaſon(trow 
pee) that pliech not hymſelfe as the wozlde 
goeth + noz will not take che market as it ry» 
ſeth no} at the leaſte remembꝛe the Lawe of 
quaſſpng, Eirher dronke ri) drinke,0217[e,99d 
goe thy waye? On the other ſyde; it is a ve- 
rie wylemans part to coueite too knowe nas 
chyng beyond his bandes, and eyther as the 
whole multitude of other mẽ da, to diſſemble 
gladly, o to erre , and bee deceyued with the 
molk, But euen this is Folye (ſlay they.) 
And in good Faith J wil nat much denie it, 
bppon condition agapne they graunt mee, 
that to diſſemble, oz erre ſo, is the right plap⸗ 
ing of the pageantes of this lpfe. 
But ( Loʒoe) a thing now is come to my 
remembzance, ſhall I ſpeake it, oz keepe i 
in : and why ſhould J keepe it in, ſince it is 
truer than truech it ſelfe$ but it is beſt fa me 
in lo waightie a matter as it is, to pꝛaye the 
Muſes in myne ayd, whom Poetes cal vpon 
oktentymes foz the verieſt trifles they wyte, 


lie the 
22 Come pee hyther therckoze a little pee /oves 


Dapience. daughters, whples I pꝛoue that no man can 


attayne vnto that excellent Sapience, the ve: 
rie caſtell (as they name it) offelicitie , — 
F | 0 


« 
| 


= a a 2a am a. as as ooo. o. 


— — 26 


The prayſe of follie, 


les I Folie dee they? guyde and leader. 
Inpzimis „J take it fo; already graum⸗ 
ted, that all te affections of man, pertapne 
vnto Folie. In as much asPhiloſsphers put 
this diſtinction betweene a wpſeman , and a 


foole, that rhe one is ledde by reaſon, the other The difference 
betweene a 
foole and a 


by ſenſualitie. And theretoꝑe doo the Stoikes 
ſeclude all affections from a wpſeman , as fa 
many dyſeaſes of thempynde, But that not⸗ 
withſtandpng, theſe affections are not onely 
ſette in ſteede of pplottes too {uch as woulde 
recouer the poꝛte of wyſedome, but alſo in as 
ny acte of vertue, are lyke certayn pꝛyckes, 
02 incitations pꝛouokyng a man to doo well. 
Howe euer in this poinct the Archeſtoike 
Seneca ſtrongly gain ſayeth Hee, whoin no 
wyle will a wpſeman ſhou!dhaue any mane 
ner affection in hym . But when hee caketh 
that awap,hee leaucth man, no man, but ra⸗ 
ther a newefounde GD O without bodily 
ſenſe, Cache as neuer was, noz neuer ſhall be, 
Yea, to ſpeake playnlier, hee dooth naught 
elſe than fourme a fone Image of a man, 
without feeling, oz any manner inclination 
pertepting to a man in deede. 

Letthe Stoikes therefoze (if they lyſt 
E. li. take 


tion of a wyſe- 
man. 
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take their wiſemanto them ſelues,and make 
much on hpm alone, oz (it they thinke ggod) 
goe and dwell wich hym in Platos citie, z 
inthe lande of Farie or Vtopia. Foz which | 
of pou woulde not lothe, and bliſſe pou 


from the compa ny of ſuch maner a man, «s 
were mortified , aud benummed in all thoſe 


ſenſes and vnderſtandinges, that naturally o. 


ther men are ledde by f thut had no affections 
reignyng in him? nor woulde no more bee ſtirs 
red with lone, or compaſſion, than if he were a a 


funt ſtone? that in nothing could ouerſhote 


him ſelfe , but rather lyke Argus ſce, and caſt 
all thmges to the vttermoſt? Forgeue no man 
be onely pleaſed with him ſelfe ? eſteme im 
ſelfe onely to ber ryche? enely 19 be a king? 
only to be a freemantbriefly, onely all thinges, 
but in his owne conceit onely ? that cared for 
no friendes? friend himfelfe to no man? Would 
not ſticke to defie the Gods , and what ſo euer 
is done of other men in this preſent hfe , to 
laugh at it and deſpiſe it as a very maaneſſe? 
Vet ſuche a manner quapnt beaſt is this 
complete wiſe man of theirs. * 
J pꝛapy you, ifthe choyſe went by vopces, 

v hat citie woulde baue ſuch a geuernour! 
u hat armie ſuch a captaine: nay what wo 
man 
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man woulde deſire ſich an hulbonde* oz who 
would byd ſuch a geſt to his houſe : 02 what 
ſeruant pike hym out , 02 continue with a 


maiſter of ſo monſtrous conditions: Dn 


the other ſpde , who would not ſooner pꝛefer 
any one choſen even amongſt the thickeſt 
ofthe people: who beeing a foole,could apt⸗ 
ly eicher gouerne.o2 obey fooles, plcaſe the 
mindes of ſuch as be lyke vnto him - which 
is the moſt part, be treatable to his wife, 
gladly ſcene of his friends, merie in compas 
nye, and laſtly, woulde thinke nothyng vn · 
becomming hym, that other men ble come 
monlp to do. | 

But I wene pe beweery now of this they2 
wiſemI,asJ,foz my part,was a good while 
agoe. Let vs paſle therefoze oner to ſome 


| 7 1 
other matter. Admitte then, ſome one, (as Care ls 


anhigh place behold and ſee in how many this lyfe, 


the Poets feigne by Iupiter) ſhould out of 


miſeries mans life is mapped, how wet- 
ched andvile his byzthe is, how harde his 
bzyngpng vp, howe weake and pewlpng 
his chiidhode , how trauaplſome his youth, 
bowheaup his age, and laſt, how feareful 
his death were. 2 

Further durpng al hi nnen 

f 
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of ſickeneſſes doo aſſaple hym , what now 
chaunces hang ouer his head, what diſplea. 
ſures come vpon hym, how in all thynges he 
kyndeth moꝛe calle than hony, beſpdes the 
inurtes which one of pou [courgeth an other 
withall, as pouertie, enpziſonment, wozldelp | 
ſhame, rebukyng, rackyng, guple, treaſon, 
ſlaunder, dyſſention, diſceit (but now I goe 4- 
bout to teil the grauellof the Sea) that fo 
what offences men delſerued ſuche mpleries, 
oꝛ what G O O beeing their heauie Lode, 
condemned them to leade their liues ſo pe» 
ſtred and plunged in the ſame, vee ſhall par⸗ 
don mee, from expꝛeſling, as not leełull foz 
me at this pꝛeſent too vtter vntoo pou. But 
who ſo ſhould (J ſaye) conſyder all theſe 
thynges accozdingly, myghte it not moue 
bym to appꝛoue the example and deede of 
the virgins of Myleſia, bee it neuer ſo pp: 
teous to reherſe: Foz pee ſhall vnder⸗ 
ſtande, that willpngly , vppon no appas 
rant cauſe why, thep all hung them ſel⸗ 
ues. 

But ſeeyng wee chaunce tol peake of vos 
luntarie death., J axe you, who were thoſe, 
that fo tediouſneſſe of this lyfe , dyd ratheſt 


prenent Death with theyꝛ owne handes 3 
| Mere 
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Were thep not ſuche as bozdzed neareſt bps 
wyledomꝛamongs whoni (to let paſſe Dio- 

$,Xenocrates, Cato, Caſsius, Brutus, 
and ſuchelyke ) Chiron, the wpfe ol Cen- 
taure, hauing graunt of the goddes, to lyue 
teuer (ſo lykyng him) in ti eir ſtate of immoꝛ⸗ 
calitie, woulde none of it, but choſe rather tu 
die. Pee map ſee there loze what inconue⸗ 
nience ſhould enſue , if men were commonly 
wile, So that we had need of a new Prome. 
theus, a new mobld, a new earth, to make 
men ok, vnles J partly thzough ignozance, 
| partly though vnreckefulneſle, not ſceldom 
tzouch obliuion of pepns paſſed, ſometime 


tough hope of better foꝛtune, yea and now 
and than ſauouring their bittred taſte with a 
little honp of pleaſure ,vid not in ſomanyfold 

euils releeue and ſuccour them. Jin ſozte,that Old mendefy, 
buch thepare co die pet, though the fatall n“ ne 
| ſpindel ot cheir Iyfe beeing runne out and ex» : 

ö ppꝛed, Charons bote hath moze than quarter 

b ebbe tarped toz their paſſage hence, So that 
howe leſſe cauſe they haue, why they ſhould 
lyue, pet ſo much leefer is lyfe vnto them, not 
that they feele any cõbꝛãce ofthe ſame. Fox it 
pꝛocedeth ol my goodnes J warrãt you that 


bo 
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as ſcant the figure ofa man remapneth bn» 
to them, being both Fumblers, Dotardes, 
toothleſſe, griſelleſſe, bald (oʒ rather to de⸗ 
ſcribe them by Ariſtophanes termes ) Na- 
ſtie, crookebackt, wrinkled, toothſhaken, 
and lame of their belt lymme (whiche foꝛ 
womanhood J name not) ſo deſirous pet ot 
lite. and ſo caltiſhe, as ſome one of them wyll 
die his white heares, x ſhaue him ſelle twiſe 
| a day: another wyl decke his balde crowne 
; with a Peruke: an other let new teeth in his 
head, takt perhaps out of ſome hogs chaps: 
another fal in loue with ſome poung pigl⸗ 
me, bling moze kondneſſe in ſuche kpnde of 
dalliance, then any young man would, Foz 
as touching ſuch Deathes dettours, and ve⸗ 
rp Grauepozers , as euen at cheir laſt caſt 
wedde young wenches vndowed, but meeter 
to ſerue other mens turnes then theirs , that 
is a ching ſo commonly had invſe , as in a 
maner now it is arrected fo2 a great pꝛayſe 

and charitable kindneſſe vnto them, 
But this is nothing,in compariſon ofthe 
pleaſaunt ſpectacle , which ye may haue at 
DD women. many of theſe old women, who being neuer 
ſo — PR long age, yeaand ſa 
facaſſike, as ił they had lately come 
ca 5 Deathes 


* - 
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Deathes Court, wil euer pet haue this pꝛo⸗ 
uerbe in cheir mouthes (life is life) ſtyl play 
the wantons, and ſtyl be tupping. Oz at leſt 
hyꝛe ſome poung Phaon foz meede to doo 
the thing „ ſtyll daube their licher cheekes 
wich painting, neuer goe from the Glaſſe, 
ſhew out their flaggie and pendant dugges, 
pꝛouoke their ſtale nature with hot reit oꝛa⸗ 
tiues, ſyt bp at banquets, daunce Galiardes, 
mite loueletters. cc. 

Thele thinges are mocked commonly, 
fo2 the greateſt follies (without queſtion) 
that maye be, But pet doothele mp olde 
gyꝛles not a litle like them ſelues herein,tas 
king it-fo2 a ſinguler and onelp delight, as if 
they ſwomme vp to the chynnes in a lea of 
hony,wherin who but J dooth vphold them: 
And yet theſe deintie wiſe men fo} all their 
ſcoʒnetulneſſe, I woulde they ſhoulde no 
moze but perpende thus with them ſelues, 
whether it be better thzough ſuche follie to 
leade a ſugred lite, 02 els ſtanding euer vp⸗ 
pon narrowe poyntes of wiſedome, to ſeeke 
(as a man woulde ſay) an altar to hang 
withall + Foz howe ſo ener ſuche fooliſhe 
pꝛancks are thought to bꝛeede an euil name, 
4 Nee you „ what matter is that to my 

Cv, fooles, 
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is not that a ; 
greeth with 
Nature. 
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fooles,who eyther feele not what the incõue 
nience of an ill repozt meaneth, oz if 
feele it, canſolitle ſet by it, and eaſely pa 
it ouer: Ika Pylſtone fall vpon thy head, 
that is an euill in deede:but as fo2 ſhame, re- 
pꝛoche, loſſe ot reputatid, oꝛ euil ſpeach,theſe 
may do thee as much hurt as thou feelſt thẽ: 
that and if thou feleſt them not, then are they 
no euils at al. For what hurteth thee, the peo- 
ples hiſſing ,as longe 4s thou clappeſt thy ſelfe 
on the backe' yet who hath the grace to do 
ſo, vn'eſſe I Folie do arme him thereto: But 
now (me thinkes) J haue the philoſophers 
once moe in my top. Foz that is ( ſay they) 
euen the greateſt miſerie of all, to be blinded 
ſo with Follie,to erre ſo, to be deceined ſo ,to 
be ignorant ſo, Map verilier, that is it to 
be a man. And pet J ſe not why they ſhould 
call peu miſerable therefoze, in as much as 
ye be boꝛne ſo, ye be oꝛdeyned ſo, and made 
ſo, and ſuch is the common deſtyney lotted 
to euery of you, Foz nothyng may pꝛoperly 
be called miſerable, chat agreeth with che 
kind it commeth ok, vnleſſe perchaunce ſome 
would thynke a mans nature were to be la- 
mented,becauſe he cannot flie as birdes doe, 
no} goe one all foure as other bealtes doo, 
noz 
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no? fence hym with his hoꝛnes as bulles do; 
But chen vy like argument, why call they 
not a fayze hoꝛl ẽ miſerable: Becauſe he ne⸗ 
uer learned gramer : oꝛ eatech no roſtmeat: 
02 elte a bulle vnhappie, becauſe he is not 
ſhapen to thzowe che barre; Ergo, ag an 
hozſe, who can not his grammer , ts not 
wetched, no moze a man fo2 his Follie tz 
myſerable, becauſe it agreeth ſo aptly with 
bis nature, 

But once agapne theſe eluiſh Sophi» 
ſters heaue at me. The k:owleage(ſap they) 
of diſciplines in peculierly giuẽ to ma, through 
help whereof, what he lacketh by nature, he 
maye ſupply with his witte and learnyng , A 
gape matter, as who ſayth, nature which in 
gnattes, vea and in herbes, x trees, hath ſo 
dilgently doone hir part, in man onely ſhould 
haue ſhewed hir lelfe defectiue , and a nig- 
gard, wherechzough he neded to make re- 
courſe fo ade vuto diſciplines, hich dil⸗ 


ciplines Theutus that diſmal ſpzite, who Diſcip ines 


neuer wylled good to mankynd , dyd firit 


vnp2ofirable og 
rather hurt; 


fpnd out foꝛ pour vtter deſlruction ſo little a- full to man. 


uaylyng towardes felycitie , as rather 
they dode hynder pou from it: fo2 which 
purpoſe they were chielelp ozdepned, 
18 as 


'Y 
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as Plato very elegantly indureth that wyſe 


Aegyptian kyng to argue, diſputyng vpon 
the kyꝛſt intention ok waiting. So there- 
koꝛe ſciences came in fp2ſt, with the reſidue 
of the plagues of mans lyfe, and found out 
by the verie ſame authoꝛs, who likewiſe are 
authoꝛs of al miſchiefe, that is to ſap , by di⸗ 
uels:whereupon alſo they haue thep2 name 
grounded: foꝛ Dzmon ſignifieth cunnpng, 
oʒ a knower. 

But the good ſimple people of the olde 
golden worlde without anp diſciplines at all, 
liued onelp as Nature taught, and infincted 
them. 

Fo2 what needed they any grãmer, when al 
the woꝛld vſed but one ſpeche : which made 
alſo to none other purpoſe , ſaue that one 
myght vnderſtand an other 2 Oz whereto 
ſerued Logike , when no controuerſie of 
woowes myght make a double meanyng? 
©2, what place had Rethorike , when none 
contẽded with others ꝛoꝛ to what effect ſtood 
Law, ſeeyng as pet euill maners reigned 
not, whereupon good lawes (uo doubt) were 
kyꝛſt grau ded + Further, they were moze 
religious, c godly, then with an vngodly cu⸗ 
riolitie to enſearch che lecrets ol Nature, the 
guans 
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quantitie of the ſtarres, theyꝛ courſes, oꝛ ins 
fluences, oꝛ the hidden cauſes ot thyngs, ſup⸗ 
poſyng it againſt gods foꝛbode, that they be» 
yng moꝛztall and earthly men, ſhoulde ſtrug · 
gle to knowe beyond they? degrees. Muche 
leſſe that euer any ſuche madnelſe came in 
they? bzaines, as once to think vpõ the inqui⸗ 
rey of things ſet aboue the ſtarres. But when 
by little and little the pureneſſe of the golden 
age decaied, then were ſciences inuented as 

I aide) by wicked ſpirits, but right fewe as 

pet, and pꝛactiſed by as few. Then akter⸗ 

wards, the ſuperſtition of the Chaldees, 

and idel newefangledneſſe ofthe Grekes ads 

ded (J wene) mote then ſix hundꝛed others, 

beyng mere verations of mens bꝛaines, in 

ſo much as Grammer alone is able tu kepe 

- amantſke whiles he liueth. And pet (loe) 
even amonges ſuch ſciences, thoſe we ſee 
had in moſt pꝛice, that dzawe neareſt to the 
- common ſenſe and Capacitie of all men, 
(that is to ſay) to Follie . Iq; as fo Diui- 
nes, they map well enough walke an hun⸗ 
gred: Mathematical p2ofeſſours blow they 
naples: Aſtronomers are laught to ſcoꝛne 
Sophiſtrers are naught ſet by: only a Phiſi- 
tion (a Homer ſapth) is more woorth then 
| twenties 
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the vncunuinger and leſſe circum pect the 


vndertaker of any of thoſe vſuall fciences ts, 


the maze pet is he regarded and altowed e⸗ 


uen amonges great men alſo, Lyke as Phy- 


ſicke, accoꝛding as many now a dapes doe 
welt it is naught els chen a member of A- 
dulation, as well as Rethorick: Next 
place whereunto is geuen to Ciuilians and 
Lawyers: but J anFndoubt, whether it be the 
ſecond, oꝛ the fyſt, by the rules and eſtatu⸗ 


tes of the vniuerſitte: of whoſe pꝛofe ſſion ass 


I wpll ſape nothing, ſo other men are wont 
withione conſent to haue it in deriſpon as a 


tertaine kynde of Aſſelyke philoſophie: but | 


pet theſe Aſſeheades be they, that rule all 
the roſt. and enlarge cheir poſſeſſions,whers 
as a Diuine in the meane whyle looking o⸗ 
uer all his bookes of diuinitie, can hardly 
picke him out a radiſh roote foʒ his diner, do⸗ 
png battaple contintally with gnattes and 
lyſeꝛ And there foꝛe lyke as ſciences are the 
moe happie, and auatable, the nearer affi⸗ 
nity they haue with follie : So are thoſe men 
moſt happie, who altogether may abſtapne 
from medlyng with any ſcienc es, and folow 
Nature onelp fo tbepʒ guide and matſtres, 

a5 wha 


tweryof the reſt.Dea tcomm only te raſher, 
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|! whoinnopartofhir is lame, om inſufficient, 


s longe as it ſuſtyſech vs to kepe our ſelues 
within hir bandes. Foz Nature abhozreth 


| rounterfeyting , and farre moze towardlp 


dooth it flouriſhe, that with leaſte arte and 
ture is tended to, Fo2 ſee pou not how amons 
ges bꝛute beaſtes, and birdes alſo, thoſe line 


- moſt wealchilp,that haue leaſt to do with diſs 
tiplines : noz ate ſubiecte to any others go- 
uernment, ſauing Natures: The verie Bees 


(trowe pee) how happy and merueilous is 


their pꝛopertie + and pet ( pardy) they haue 


not all their ſeuces. Mhat hauſeright by 


Geometrie found euer out ſuch maner bul- 
ding, as there commes are ot: What Phy- 


loſopher dyd tuer fourme ſuche a common 
weale as theirs is: Contrarp, an hoꝛſe 
becauſe he dzaweth nereſt to mans ſenſe, and 


is conuerſant amonges men, is cherfoze pars 


taker allo ot ſuche myſeries as men are ſubs 
lecte to. As who not ſeeldome, whples hee is 
aſhamed to be otter runne foz the belle, dooch 
tyꝛe hym lelfe , and in battaile whiles he ſee 
keth victozie,doth oftentymes dꝛaw his guts 
tes after him. Beſides the ſnafles and bit tes, 
beets bzoken with the ſpurres, hee is ay 


ded , with the ſtables enp2pſonment hee is 


It bampred, 
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Pythagozas 
counted any 
bzute creature 
to bee happier 
than man. 
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hampꝛed, with whyppes he is laſſhed, wich 


the cogyls he is iauſtled, with the halters he 


is tyed , with the ryders he is laden: and 
bꝛiefely, all that tragedie of his bondage, 
whiche willingly in a maner he tooke vpon 
bym (if we geue credite to Aeſopes fables) 
whiles (as theſe valiaunt men doo) his de: 
ſire was to be wzecken on che Part his ene 
Nowe howe muche leefer is the life ol 
theſe pꝛety ſmall byzdes 4 who onely as na 
ture pꝛickech them, liue ktom hand to mouth. 
in deepe quietneſſe, as lung as men wyll let 
them alone : That and if they foztune to be 
taken, and made to ſing in a Cage, vet (loꝛd) 
howe muche they want then of their natiue 
grace and p2operneſle $ So farre more wt: 
yee ſual finde it, that rather nature induceth, 
then that Arte conſtreyneth, J can neuer 
therefoze fully commend: Pythagoras, who 
when vnder diners bodyes and ltkeneſfles, 
hehad been all thinges, a Philoſopher, a 
Man, a woman, a kyng, a priuate perfon, 
a Fiſhe,an Horſe, a Frogge, pea (J weene) 
aSpongealſo, indged yet no kinde ot crea⸗ 
ture moze mpſerable chen man, becauſe all 
the relt were content to lpue as nature had 
limited 
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full, and wretched.,and than againe ſpeaki 
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limited them. Onely man would pꝛeaſſe to 
paſſe his bandes. PYea and therefoze a- 
mongſt men, her pꝛeferred alſo the Idyot, 
and ſimple vulgars, beefoze other learned 
and reputed perſons. 

So Grillus (A thinke) was better aduiled, 
thi Vliſſes, fox al his depe wit y that he had 
rather grunt ſtil in the ſtye,beyng changed into 
a Hog through Circes ſorceries than wayfa= 
ring with him to ſuffer ſo many wretched and 


greexons chauncet. Jn which popnt J take 


u, chat Homer alſo the father of Fables, 


doeth conſent with mee: that where in many 
places hee calleth all moztall men both wo» 


of Vliſſes, che example (as hee makes hym} 
of a perfect wiſeman, geueth him the addi» 
tion of ſyghing, oz Penſiue, whiche in na. 
place yee fpnde attributed to Paris, ozAiax, 
oz Achilles. But wherfoze trow yee doeth he 
ſo + Sane fo2 that Vliſſes being double, and 
crafty,vſed Pallas admſe inal his pzocedings 
and was ouerwile, as hee that tooke the far» 
deſt dzifce he might from Natures courſe. 
TWherefoze lyke as amongſt moztall men 
they are lardeſt reroued from bliſfuines , 
that geue them ſelues to the ſtudpe of wyſe· 
| FA. dene, 
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dde, ea twiſe fooliſh in this, that being bon 
men, they would poſſible if they could, vſurp 
the ſtate ofthe immozcall Gods, and (as Pa · 
ets feigne the Giantes dpd) with their en. 
int of ſciences moue warre againſt Nature. 
So they one the other ſyde leeme leaſt miſe» 
rable, and wetched, who dꝛawe neareſt to 
the bluntneſſe of bzute beaſtes, and attempt 
nothing beyonde mans degree. Fo2pzoofe 
whereof J wpll not blinde pou with theſe 
Stoikes Syllogiſmes, but rather induce pon 
by ſome familier exãple. And by the faith pe 
owe to the immoztal Gods, may any thinge 
to an indifferent conſpderer be deemed moꝛe 
happp,and bliſtul, than is this kinde of men, 
whom commonly pee call foo/es, doltet, ide- 
ores and patches $ by moſt fapꝛe and godlye 
names as J take them : Peradneuture J 
moue a thinge without purpoſe, and verye 
fond at the fp2it ſight , but ere J haue done, 
pe wyll graunt J haue cauſe to ſap it. See⸗ 
nge fp2it ſuch idiots are free, and exempt 
krũ all feare of death, which feare is no (mal 

cozroline,to a minde that mindeth it J ware 
rant pou. If 

Lyke as they feele noe what a cwitchinge 
toꝛment it is, to haue a grudged *. 
any 
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and ſhzink as little at theſe oldewines tales 
of ſpzightes, of dinels, of hobgoblyne end 
the fatries, neither mourning to them ſelues 
for feare of euils, and aduerſities impending, 
no2 bꝛagging cuermuch vppon hope of anp 
good luck comming. 

To be bxefe, they are not tawed, noz pluckt 
a ſider with a thouſand thouſand cares, wher⸗ 
wich other men are opꝛeſſed. They bluſhe 
at nothing, they doubt nothing, they couet no 
dignitie, they enuy no mans foztune, they 
loue not paramours: and laſtlye if thep bee 
very bitte Naturals, now they ſynne not, as 
doctoꝛs doe affirme. Here, J would mp 
Maiſters of Sapience, nap rather Maiſters 
of Fooles, ſboulde repute with them ſelues, 
how on all ſydes they2 mindes are vexed con» 
tinually. Pea let them but gather too ac⸗ 
compt, o what a number of diſcommodities, 
iuconueniences, and difficulties the ſtate of 
their life is endebted, and ſo they ſhall ſoone 
ſumme vp from how many , and hom great 
euils J haue ſnbtraied theſe my ſeelye pat- 
ches. ho not onely them ſelues are euer 
merry, plapinge, finginge., and laugb⸗ 
inge: but alſo what euer they doe, are pꝛo⸗ 
en of others ipkewiſe too pleaſure, 


E. M. ſpozt, 
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fpozte,andlaughter,as who ſayeth, oꝛdeined 
hereloꝛe by the goddes of theyz beneuolente, 
to recreat che ſadneſſe of mens lyues. That 
whereas diuerſe amongſt them ſetues are di⸗ 
uerſlye enclpned , yet doe all men with one 
aſſent owe fauour too theſe pooze fooles, co- 
uet chẽ, keede them, ſtroke the, embzace ther, 
pea ſo much lackech that any wight of reaſon 
wyl do thẽ any great iniurp, as the very wilde 
beaſtes (experience teacheth) haue bene ſcen 
to ſpare and fozbeare from burtinge ol them, 
thꝛough a certapne naturall ſenſe of their in- 
nocency, 

Fox ſuch Naturals are holy, and conſecrate 
bnto the Goddes, ſpeclallpe to mee, and not 
without cauſe, ther loge doe folke ſo eſteeme 
them. Lyke as many great Loꝛdes chere 
bee, who ſet ſo much by them, as ſcant they 
t m eate there meat, oꝛ byde a minute withs 
ou: them, cheriſhyng chem (by gyſſeha little 
better, than they are wont to doe theſe frow- 
ring Philoſophers. A few of which ſozt alſo fox 
honors ſak e, and furniture ok their courte, 
they voucyſafe to enterteine. But why they 
bſecoo make moꝛe ot᷑ the other, Ithinke it 
foone geſlen, and ought not too bee maruey 
bed a; Fozcgels waywarve wylemen neuer 

cone 
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came fozth but with admenitions, and boke 
leſſans, yea and though confydence of their 
learning, are not ſometime aſhamed to ſapt 
the trouth: where as my fooles ſupplye a far 
moze gracious aud acceptable office, to ve⸗ 
light men with their playing, dalying, fonde 
talke, and deuiſe: Peta and abene all 
this, haue a pꝛopertie, in that they onely are 
plaine ſapers, and ſoothſpeakers. 
And what is moze laudable (atleaſt as ont- 
wardlpe pe commende ic) than playnneſſe of 
ſpeche + Foz although Alcibiades pzouerb 
in Plato, aſcribeth truth to children aud drow- 
kenxeſſe, pet may all the pꝛayſe thereof bee 
— appended to mee, as Euripides can 
well teſtifye, who mote thus: 4 fool 2 
keth lyke a foole (id eſt) playnel , 
what — he hath in his op wes OMe. ſhew 
eth be allo in his counte naunce, and expzeſ- 
ſeth it in his tale Theras theſe wiſemen 
are they, that are double tounged. as the afoze 
ſaide Euripides telleth vs, with the one of 
which they ſpeake che trueth, with che other, 
thinges meete fo2 the time and audience, 
Their pꝛopertie it is coo chaunge blacke into 
ple, p out of one ouch te blow bochhots 


F. iii. any 
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and colde: and thinke vnhappelieſt in their 
hartg, wit they ſpeak ſmothelieſt wich their 
tongues. Howbeit mee ſeemeth that pꝛintes 
bo euer the aboundant felicitie of their e⸗ 
Mace is wont to daſe meane folkes eyes, map 
pet as to this reſpect be counted right myſe⸗ 
rable, betauſe they want, ol whom to heare 
the trouth, and are fapne therefozecoo take 
flatterers foz their friends. But ſome wyll 
ſap, trouth map not at all times bee ſpoken, 
and therfoze are theſe wiſemen ſo eſchewed, 
becauſe without reſpect they ſpeake frankly, 
Now ſoit is in deede, trueth (fo2 the moſte 
part) is hateful topzinces, And yet we ſe, that 


True talke of of fooles oftimes , not onely true tales but es 
den vnpu · uen open rebukes are with pleaſure decla⸗ 


red: That what woꝛd comming out ofa wiſe 
mans mouth were an hanging matter, the 
ſame pet ſpoken by a Foole, ſbal much des 
light euen bim therwith.Such a liuely grace 
to content men hach berytie. as long as it be 
mixed with naught els that map offend, But 
without offence too doe the ſame, the Gods 
baue graunted to fooles onely, 

And lo in a manner vppon lyke cauſes, baue 
women lyke pleaſure in them, in as muobe 
13 9 as 
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as naturally the Feminine Sexe is bended 
al to pleaſure, and trifles. That what ſoeuer 
they doe with theſe Fooles, although ſome⸗ 
tyme (map chaunce) it be paſt ſpoꝛt, vet haue 
they the caſte too expounde it too bee no⸗ 
thing but a playing toye, o2 a thing to make 
daltaunce, as euer women be redy witted to 
tourne and excuſe the niatter. But now to 
retourne to my purpoſe, my Idiotes haupng 
chus led foꝛth their time, in much tryumph, 
and ſolace, at laſt without any feare oz ſenſe 
ok death, doe paſle hence the right wap too 
Paradiſe, there alſo to diſpoꝛt their quiet and 
innocent ſoules in cor t nuall play, Nom 
go to pł pe lyſt, and conferre any wiſeman of 
them all, with theſe my ſimple, and leaſt re. 
garded fooles, as touchinge their ſtate of 
bliſtulneſſe. Dꝛ rather let vs dzawe on the 
other ſide,fo2 a compariſon betwixt them, che 
extract ot a man ot wiſdome. Foz examples 


omen delltz 
in fooles. 


ſake, a captiue (ſo I may call hym) that hath The image of 
moꝛne out all his childehode, and pouch kull — abſolute 


peares in learning of diſciplines, haupnge ® 
loſt ſo the ſweteſt part ol his lyle in continual 
watches, cares and trauatfles, no; in all che 
reſydewe that euer taſted one dꝛamme of 


plealurt, beinge euer niggardly, euer 0G, 
inge e Fx b. euer y 


m. 
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melancholyck, and frowninge: as harde and 
mongfull to hymſelfe, as inſuppoꝛtable and 
odious to ochers, pale, meigre, ſickelpe, and 
blereyde, waſted away with elde, and hoꝛe⸗ 
neſſe, which his owne wilfull ſtudye anaun 
ced to him beloꝛe his time: pea and beefoze 
bis ce (as it were) out of lpfe, al» 
though it ſkilleth not how ſoone hee dyeth, 
who neuer pet lyued. And chis(loe)is that 
goodly image ol their wiſeman. But once 
agapne theſe Philoſophers , oz verylyet 
(Soike frogges dooe croke at mee,) For 
nothinge ( 155 e they) is more miſerable than 
— a notahle folly i is next ſibbe unto 
madues, or rather madnes it ſelſe. For what is 
. elt, ſauing a general erroxr and abu- 
fron of the mende ? 

Tulh,tuſh,theſe calues are tuer in a wꝛonge 
boxe:but let vs pꝛoue pet by the Muſes leaue, 
how we can refell this Syllogiſme of theyꝛs, 
which (in deede) they haue ſubtilly knitte to- 
gecher, but as in Plato, Socrates teacheth ys, 


to deuidle — Venus into two, aud one Cupide, 
into two Cupides: 


So lkew theſe Logicians , if they bad 

done right,ſhould haue deuided oz diſtingui⸗ 

ſped one kinde of madnt ſſe foz an ather In 
HHS: . 8s 
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as much as euery madneſle, is not firaight Evety er. 


:thrrefoze miſerable, Fo2 then Horace would 


not haue ſapde, /s xt not a ſweete and plea- not mays 
ſant madneſſe that deceineth mee ? Nor Pla- niſſe. 


to likewiſe would haue put the rauyng of Po- 
ets, Prophetes, and louert, amonges the princi- 
pall weales, and benefites of this lyfe. Nor yet 
the Propheteſſe in Virgil would haue called 
the long wandering, peregrmation 0 f 2 


neai, a madde labour. But pe mult buder- Two kindes 
ſtande, chat there be two kyndes of madnes, of madnede. 


One is that rage, which che Furies of hell, 
beyng puniſhers of the wicked , doo bzing 
with them, as often as th ey graffe, and fallt 
in the myndes ol moꝛtall men, either feruent 
deſire of an vniuſt reuengment, oꝛ vnſaciate 
couetouſneſſe of Golde, oz curſed and vnlee⸗ 
full lone , oz parent ſlaughter 4-02 treaſon, 
with ſuch other plagues ſent by the tuſt iudg · 
ment ok the Gods, foz the puniſhmentes of 
miſdooers, ©} when thoſe Furies doo treu: 
ble, and vere the giltte conſcience of a man, 
wich the pꝛicke of dꝛeadfull furiouſneſſe, But 
there is an other kinde of madneſſe karre vn⸗ 
lyke the foꝛmer, which pꝛocerdeth from mee 
whollp, and moſt is tobe embꝛaced. As of« 
nes u certaine pleaſantrauing , o wr 
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of che mynde, delyuereth the harte of that 
man, whom it polleſſeth , from all wonted 
carefulueſſe, and rendꝛeth it diuers wayes, 
much recreated wich new delectation. Now 
thys layde Errour ofthe mynde, as a ſpect- 
all iewell, and benefite of the goddes, was 
wiſhed alter, euen ol Cicero himſelſe, in a ter- 
taine Epiſtle he wote to Atticus, to the end 
be myght haue no ſenſe, nor underitandyng of 
ſo great exils as at rhoſe dayes oppreſſed hys 
countrey. Likewiſe Argiuus, he whom Ho- 
race wWiteth of, iudged not muche ampſſe. 
TT ho this farkoꝛth raued, that whole dayes 
together he wauld ſit alone in the Theatre 
(a place where the common plapes were 
played) laughyng, and clappyng bis hands, 
and reioycing muche to hymlelfe , becauſe 
bym ſeemed verily that ſame excellent Tra- 
gedies were in playing there, whereas in 
deede he ſawe nothyng at all. Mhan pet 
foʒ all that as to other reſpectes , he behaued 
hymſelfe wyſely pnozth,bepng welbeloued 
ofhis friendes, gentill to his wyfe, and eaſie 
to hys ſeruauntes, without kalling in anpe 
rage with chem, wiẽ he found a back 
ſet in his wyne veſlell. Nom when his kinl, 
kolkes pꝛocureuient, geuing him meyicives 


The praiſe of folly. 
Herfoe,hadhealed his diſeaſe , and reſtoꝛen 
hym to his foꝛmer wittes, marke pe, how he 
fell out with them, in blaming cheir thanke⸗ 
leſſe and double diligence.7e haue ſlaine, and 
not ſaued me, O my friendes(q uod he )in wre- 


Nong my pleaſure from me in 2 fort , and by 
force hereuing me ſuche amoſt delectable er- 


rour of my mynd. And well mought thou ſap 
ie (good Argiue.) Iq; it was they thatraued 
and had moje neede than thou of Elleborus 
to purge them, who tooke in hand to dꝛyue ee 
expell out ofthee,lo pleaſant, and happie a 
madneſſe, in ſtede of a great diſeaſe, as they 
tooke it. Powbeit, J am in doubt pet, whe- 
ther enerp Errour ofthe mpnde and fenſes, 


delerueth to bee calledmadneſſe. Foz ifone — wt 
that is ſandblynde woulde take an Aſſe , fo) *our ie not 


a Hoyle, o; another pꝛaiſe a rpme of Robin dneite. 


hoode , to; as excellent a making, as Trops 
lus of Chancer, pet ſhould they not ſtraight⸗ 
wayes be counted madde there oe. But he 
that not onely erreth in hys ſenſes, but is de: 
cepued alſo in iungement ofthe mynde, and 
thatextraozdinarily, and of cuſtome, be (A 
ſap)map wel be holden mad, and but ofhys 
right mynde. As tfſome man ſo often as he 
hearde an Alle rot, dpd perſwade — 
2 7 
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pell: oz a pope caitiue bazne-of beggers, 
beleeuedhe were Creſus the riche king of 
Lidia, And pet, euen this plat kynde ot mad 


neſſe, ſo it tende(as —— — 


vnto pleaſure , than bzingeth it no dall de- 
lectation,as well eothent that are detepned 
therewith,as thoſe alſo that.perceine it to be 
in others, hauing chemſelues no ſppce ther» 
of. q; this manner madneſſe is largelier 
ſpꝛed abꝛoade, than moſt falke weene it is. 
But in che meane while ane mande mi moc 
keth another, and not ſeeldame you ſhall ſee 
the maze madman , the lowdelter laugh the 
che leſle coſcozne. Pet fa allthat,ſomuchis 
eche ol them the moꝛe happie , the moze di⸗ 
ners wayes hee is deceined , la in has owne 
foolithe iudgement, as lang os he tontinueth 
ſtyll in that kinde ol madneſſe, that is pecu- 
lier to mee, which ſurely is ſo — 
ded, as I daubt whether ofthe whole multi⸗ 


tude ol moꝛtall me, pe can pycke me out one 


onely, who at all tymes may auant himlſelfe 
todoo wilelp, and nat tu bee grudged wyth 
foine ſpice afmavneſſe , Albeit chis is the 
difference,that who ſo ſeeth a Gomde, and 
e 
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The ptaiſe of folly, 
the name of a madde man, becauſe fewe art 
accuſtomed to erte ſo outtakingly. 

But when wee ſee an huſbande take hys 
wyfe, in whom he hath many Copartencrs, 
tobe chaſter pet than cuer was Penelope, 
much retoplpng in his good hap , but ryght 
happely miſtaking the matter, hym nowe 
dooch no man call madde, bet auſe that ma- 
ryed men are connnonlp diſpoſed to ſuch di⸗ 
ſeales. 


Much after which rate doo ſuch folkes al- Follie of 
ſoraue pleaſantly , as pꝛeferre humtyng be- antes. 


foze all other paſtymes, poteſting what an 
incredible pleaſure thep concepue , ld ofcen 
as chey here that foule mike which a hozne 
maketh, beyng tooted in, oꝛ the bowlyng of 
a ma: ot dogges. Dea J chinke the verie 
ſtenche ol che houndes kennel, ſentech muſk 
bnto their noſes, Fo? as touching the death 
of a deare, oꝛ other wylde beaſt, pee knowe 
pour lelues , what Ceremonies thep vſe as 
bout the ſame, Euery pooze man map cut 
out an Dre, o a ſheepe , wheras ſuch vents 
ſonmap not be diſmembyed but of a gentyl- 
man: who bareheadded, and ſec on knees, 
with a knife pꝛepared pꝛoperly to that vſe, 
(i; euery kpnde of knife is W 
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alſo with certaine ieſtures, cuttes a lundet 
certaine partes ofthe wildbeaſt, in a certain 
oꝛder very cirtumſtantly. Which durpng, 
the ſtanders by, not ſpeaking a woꝛde, bo« 
holde it ſolemnly,as if it were ſome holy Mi- 
ſterie, hauing ſeen the lyke yet moꝛe thana 
bund2ed times befoze, Thẽ (ir) whole happe 
it bee ta eate parte ot the fleſhe , marpe hee 
thinkes verily to bee made thereby halte a 
geneilman. So therfoze whereas theſe hun: 
ters tough continuall chaſpng and eatyng 
of their venerie, gaine nothing, but in a mas 
ner do themſelues allo degenerate into wild 
and ſauage pꝛoperties, ye may ſee pet, howe 
though this errour of mpne , they repute 
their lines ledde in moꝛe than pꝛincely pleas 
ſure. And likewile, are not they molt mad⸗ 
ly, but natheles pleaſantly occupied, that 
whallp ſette theyz ſtudie on buylding ? to 
ſet vp, and pluck downe againe, now ſquare, 


nom round, now of this caſt, now ot that, ne» | 


ner makyng ende „ till bꝛought at laſte 
therby to extreme pouertie, they haue not ſo 
much left them as a cotage, where to put in 
their heades, noꝛ one croſſe of comfozte, to 
bute the bꝛean wich withall. But what there 


(4 log looth a fewe peeres haue they ſpent | 


ver 
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The praiſe of folly; 
pet, in great wanhope , and pleaſure, Mot 
karre vnlike cheſe Alcumiſts,oz multipliers, 
who by their newfounde ſecrete ſcience, go 
about to chaũge metal into metal, ſearching 
both by ſea and by lande, a certaise Quin- 
teſſence . Thele men are ſo enticed by an 
hope they haue to bing their feate to paſſe, 
as nepther labour, no2 coſt may withdzawe 
them from the lame, but wittily euer they 
doo deuiſe ſome newe thing, wherewith to 
beguyle themſelues againe, till at laſt, has 
ning ſpent all they could m ake, chere remai⸗ 
nety not to them ſo much liluer, as wheres 
wich to buie bechen coales fo their ſoznace. 
Natheles they leaue not to dzeame ſtpll of 
wonderois pleaſant imientions, encouras 
gyng others, as much as in them lyeth, to 
the ſawe trade of felicitie. That when at laſt 
all hope fozſaketh them, pet haue they this 
pouerbe in they2 mouthes , in ſtede of a 


great comfozt andrecompence,Saying, how 


in hygh enterpriſes, euen the good will alone 18 

ſufficient. And thi(loe)in their excule,acculſe 
they the ſhoꝛtnes ofmis life, which luffiſeth 
not fo2 the great waight of ſo deepye a tun 
ning to be fully ſearched out, 


Pozeouer thele dileplayers, ough pelt 


— 
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bdubt whether their madneſle be foolie, oj 


furious, yet ſurely it is a fooliſhe and ridi- 
calous light, to beholde many of them ſo ge» 
uen to the playe ; that ag ſoone as they but 


here once the ſounde of the dyſe ſpꝛingyng 


vþpon the boarde, ( Loꝛde) howe by and by 
their hartes begyn to leape and chꝛobbe in 
their bellies, Further, through a cercaine 
luckling hope of gapne, hauing made ſhips 
wꝛeke of all they2 goodes, whan theit ſhippe 
ſtrikes vppon the Dyſerocke, (a daunger 


karre mote perilous, than is the race of Bꝛi· 


taine ) themſelues hardly eſcappng in their 
hole and their doublets, vet ſooner wyll they 
beguyle their owne bzother , than hym that 
nycked them ok theyꝛ money, leaſt elle per: 
chaunce they might be counted faule game⸗ 
ſters. Dea, and beyng olde nowe , and al⸗ 
moſt blinde, pet playe they ſtill with glaſen 
eyes: and laſtlye hauing their fpngers ſo 
knobbed with the goute, as rendꝛeth them 
impotent, pet hyze they ſom? other to cat 
the Oyſe to2 chem. In which kinde ol mad⸗ 
nelle ( I] weene ) they myghte paſſe they? 
tymes right pleaſanely , if it did not fox the 
molt part burſt into a rage, and ſo pertaine 
nacher to the Furies of hell, than tome. — 
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hole men (no queſtion) are wholy ol my re- 

tynem, that put their ſole delyte in tellyng 

02 hearyng of theſe feigned miracles, oꝛ veri- Inuentozs of 

ler monſtrous lies, beeing neuer ſatiſfped 3 — 2 

therwith , as whan they feigne certayne ter — 

Tible tales of goſtes, ſpꝛytes, faities, and 

— thouſand ſuche other old wpues 

f » which the further they ſounde 

from truth, are the gladlier beleeued,+ mcze 

pleaſantly doo keede mens eares, Fo: ſurely 

ſuch tables are not only doulcet too paſſe the 

tyme withall, but gaynful allo to theyꝛ pꝛac⸗ 

tiſes , ſuche as pardoners and lymittourt bee, 

han agapne next neyghbours to theſe, are 

ſuch as haue a foliſh, but yet a pleaſant per: 

uuaſton to thẽ ſelues, that what day they (ee 

A wooddẽ o2 a peinctedJimage of the gyaunt 

ſainct Chriſtopher, no miſchãce ſhal betyde 

them, Dx il they greete the grauẽ Image of 

ſaincte Barbara, wich ſame p2aper pꝛeſcri⸗ 

bed fo2 that ble, thep can not but retourne 

burceleſſe from the warres. Oz if vppon the 

Sondayes they wooꝛſhip S. Eraſmus, with 

certaine tapers and Paternoſters, cheir ſhall 

inſhozt ſpace become riche men. Fo2 what 

ake J of others, who with feigned Par- Datdons; _ 

and remiſſions of ſinneg doo plea« 
Sn Handy. 
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ſantly flatter chemſelues,takpng vpon them 
coo meaſure the ſpace and continuance of 
ſoules above in purgatorie, as it were by 
houreglaſſes, ſettyng out, bath the peres,the 
monthes, the dayes, the houres, and the leſt 
minutes, without mylling, as if they had caſt 
it by Algriſme : Oꝛʒ what of thoſe, that vn · 
der coultdence of certayne Magike pfayers, 
and charemelpke Roſaryes., whiche ſome 
deudute decriuour inuented firſt, epther fo 
bis pleaſure,o2 his p2ofice,dopzomyle them 
ſelnes all glad thynges , ticheſſe, honoure 
pleaſure, good fare, long health, longer life, 
grene age, yea and the next ſeate in heauen 
to God almightie, which ſeat pet by they 
wylles they would nat poſſeſſe to timelp, J 
meane, that when the pleaſures of thys lyft 


haue left them much agaynſtthey2 wylles, 


pea holding them backe as it were by the 
teeth, chen are they at laſt content, to haue 
thole heauenly iopes ſuttede in che others 
places. And here hem Imap bying in the 
fooliſhe wanhope (imagine we) uk ſome blu⸗ 
rer, oꝛ man of warre oz coxrupt iudge, who 
caſting fonch one halfepeny of all his euell 
gotten goodes, wyl ſtraight think that the 
whole hozd ol bis comet millife,ts at once 


* 


beige 
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ſengeuen hym, and that his periuries, his 
lecheries, his dzunkenneſſes, bzaulings, 
deceits, trumperies, and treaſons whiche 
infinicelp he bp all his life committed, are 
therebp as vpon a Quites eſt tedemed, pea 
and fo redemed,as it map be leefull fo him, 
therevpon to returne afreſh to anewe wozly 
of vices. Further, how fooliſhe , nap rather 


» bhowehappieare thoſe good ſoules ? which 


in ſaping daply che ſeuen verſes ppked 


but ok the whole Pſalter, beleue they cannot 


miſſe ol to to great a good taurne at Gods 
bands + Which verſes ( it is ſayed) Sainct 
Bernarde learned fpꝛſt of a certaine merp 
conceyted diuell, pet lenger toungued,than 
craftie, foʒ che poze metch let Sainct Ber. 
nard beguyle him. But as foz the berſes, be⸗ 
ing in dede ſo bald, and nothing cozreſpon⸗ 
dent to the bꝛaue title they beare / as wel⸗ 
nere Imp ſete am aſhamed of them, pet are 
they alowed, not onely of the people, but alfo 
of mp great preſidentet of religion, | 

Poeoner, ſauozeth it not ofthe ſame 
ſauce (trow pe) when enery country chas 


aſlignyng further ito eche ſaint a peculier tions worthiys 


cure and office, with alſo ſundzy wapes of Paget (aiacrs 


Gl —worhip: 


— 


Aulgare fol: 
kepzaynot to 
Saintes fo 


Þiledonyg 


morthipppng r as, hit ſaint helpeth for tho 
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toot heac hett hat ſacomreth in Childbyrth:ſhee 
reſtoretꝶj ſtolue goodes: an other ayduth ſbip- 
men in tempeites : an other taketh charge of 
buſbandmens hogges: and ſu ofthe reſt:fo2 to 
lange were it to reherſe al. Than ſome ſainrs 
there be, that are generally ſued to fox many 
thinges: amonges whom chiekely is the vir: 
gin Pocher of God: in whome vulgar folke 
haue aneſpectall confivice , yea almoſt moze 
than in hir Sonne. But what is it (I pꝛay 
port) that men make petition fo2 vnto cheſt 
lainctes * ſauing foz thynges perteining ra⸗ 
ther to follie, than ought elſe:2 amongs ſo 
many pepncted tables, Images of maxe, and 
other offringes , wherewith all the walles, 
and roofes of ſome pilgrimage chappels are 
decked, in token of daungers eſcaped , ſawe 
pee euer any man pet eſcape Foliie, oꝛ made 
one beare the wyſer? Some one (perchauntt) 
was ſaved from drowning : an other ſtryben 
through with apot Conne, recouered:an other, 
whyles both partes were together by the eares, 
no leſſe happely than manfully, fledde from the 
battaile:an other, beyng hanged on the galo- 
wes, through the fanour of ſome ſaint , good 
maiſter to theenes brake the haulter and rane 


bys 
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his waye , to the ende hee myghte once moze 
helpe to diſcharge ſuch, as are ouercharged 
with their monepbagges: A» other, breaking 
priſon,eſcaped: An other in ſþyte of the phiſi- 
tion waxed whole of his longe botched ſichę- 
ueſſe. An other, that drank two ſortes of poiſon 
at once, through the conflict of their contraric 
operations, beeing dryuen into a laxe, founde 
them rat ber medscinable , than deadly, vnto 
im, full ſore ag aynſt hys wyues will, who lofk 
both hir labour and coſte about it > An other, 


wha hys carte onerturned, brought his horſes 


home in ſanetie: An other, being pasſhed,with 
the fall of an houſe , loſt not (thankes be to the 
ſainct) his life. An other founde a bedde with 


amant wyfe , had the grace yet to ſhyfie from 


byr huchande. 

But none of all theſe { J warrant pou) 
peldech thankes oz hys Follie layed aſyde. 
So ſweete a thpng is it, too bee cumbꝛed 


with no wpſedome , as men had rather axe 


pardone of any other thyng, than that. But 
howe am J entred thus karre, intoo thys 
Sea of ſuperſtitionn?ꝰ That if I had an 
bundred tongues , as many mourhes, and 4 
veyce therto of yron, yet coulde I neuer de- 
ſchus hatfe the kindes of Fooles nor recken oy 

_—_— 
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Balfe the names of theyr folies, So (ware 
meth on all ſpdcs thelyfe of Chziſten men, 
with this blindneſle: which natheles pꝛieſts 
not onelp doe admitte gladlp, but alſoſee ie 
fozwards, becauſe they know well enough 
on which ſide they2 bzead is buttred. 

But now, if ſome one ot theſe cumbꝛous 
wyſemen ſhoulde ryſe vp, aud ſap( and ſap 
eruelp) thou ſhalt neuer die ill as long as thou 
fineſt well. Thou redeemeſt thy ſomes ,in caſe 
to one halfpenie genen to the pore ,1hou addeſt 
repentance of thy miſdedes , together with 
teares praier , and faſtyng _ — geſt all + 
the trade of thy lyfe: 47 and wyll hep thee, 
f thou liuaſt as he did. Theſe aduertiſe⸗ 
mentes, and ſuch ſemblable, if this wiſeman 
(I (ap) ſhould barke vntothe people: See 
then ſtraight from howe (weete a felicitie, 
into howe greate trouble and confuſion, he 
ſhould plucke backe che mpnds of moztall 
men. 

To this colledge doe they alſo pertapne, 
who by they? lifedapes doo ſeriouſly enact, 
with * pomp and oꝛder they would bee 


— koozch as by tale alſo they 


* Exppelle the number of che coxches , tapers, 
mou ners, 


„2 oe ns 
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mourners,p2ieſtes,and oꝛders of Freers, to 
ſing at their funerals : And then, how many 
byꝛed foz money, muſt lament and houle fo 
them, As who ſaith, any manner ſenſe of 
this ſpectacle (hould redound vnto the deade. 
Oz as ifthep ſhould Lluſhe and be aſhamed, 
bnleſle che coꝛps were woozſbipfully enters 
red, with none other deſire in this poynt, then 
if being made Maioꝛs oz Sheriffes , they 
ſhould ozdeine a Ppdſomer ſight, 

And truelp, make J neuer ſo much haſte, 
pet I can uot paſſe ouer in ſilence thoſe Pe · 
cockes, which in deede are nothing different 
from the poozeſt Coblers that cloute ſhoone, 
and pet vnder a baine title of Nobilice , dog 
wonderouſly ſtand in their owne conceites. 
One of thT bꝛings his pedigree fro Aeneas, 
an other frõ Brutus, an other from Arthur: 
They ſhew the grauen e paynted — of 
their aunceſters: they ſpeake of their grand- 
fathers great grandfathers, belgrandfathers, 
and great belgrandfathers,wheras thep them 
ſelues ande lt like blockes, in a manner leſſe 
woꝛth then chole paynted lignes, which they 
glozp in. And yet though this (weete per⸗ 
— Selfelikyng, they leade a golden 

Ipte; namely, ſince ache of there want not, 
as 


Euery wyght 
lyketh beſt hym 
ſelle. 


as berie fooles as the other, chat haue theſe 
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kpnd ofcalues in veneration,as it thep were 
goddes. | 
But what ſpeake J now ot one „ oz two 
examples:as though this Selflyking made 
not moſt men, manyfolvlp , by wonoerous 
meanes, moſt happie in thep2 owne opini⸗ 
on: as when one fouler than anp marmolet, 
thynkes hym ſelfe to be goodlier than Abſa: 
lon. On ſome other, as ſoone as he can 
dꝛaw thꝛee lynes with a compaſſe, takes 
hym ſelfe to be as good in Geometrie as e. 


uer was Euclides, An other He an Aſſe to 


the harpe, though he ſyng no better then a 
Gynee cocke, wenech pet to be Hermoges 
nes, that excellent mulitian, 

Than agayne, this (no faile) is a fweete 
kynd of madneſſe, which we ſee in diners 
kooles, who what euer qualitie they friends, 
02 ſeruants haue, doe glozie as much theres 
in, as if they could doe it chem ſelues. 
Not much vnlike that wealthie richem an, 
whome Senec wzitech of. Who takyng 
vpon hym to tel a tale, had euer his ſeruaſits 
at hand to pꝛompt him where he miſſed: and 
beyng him ſelke ſo feble, as ſcantly he could 


Ra on hs eggts, would ur kart pervp: 
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on confidence of ſo many poudzedbeefe lube 
bers, as he fedde at home, ta make a matche 
with any man at footeball. 

Furthermoze J thinke it nedeleſſe foꝛ 


me, to touch any whit theſe graduates of ar · &rayuates of 
tes, and ſciences; Seeing that Selfeloue is Artes. 


_ alcogether ſo much thep? alie, as any of them 
wyll ſoner be dzinen from che enheritance 
bis father left him, then geue place iu cun« 
nyng to any others, but chieflp thele Syn- 
gyng men, Sophiſters , Rhetoricians, and po- 
ets doe excell therein, amonges whome, the 
bncunnynger , the moze lyketh hym lelfe, 
and the franklier boſteth what he can doe, 
And he letuce , like lippes: fe2 the balder 
the thing be, the moze are men wont co be 
in lone» with it: as commonly che woꝛſte 
thynges are beſt fantaſied, becauſe(as aloe 
Iſayd) the moſt part ofmen are ſubiect vnto 
Follie. And therefoꝛe, if ſo be that a man the 
bncunnynger he is, the deper pet ſtandeth 
in his owne conceite, c is of moſt men the 
moe accepted, now I ſe not ta wh et entent 
be ſhoulde rather coueit the true and perfect 
knowledge ofthe thyng that he p2ofelleth, 
which firlt ſhould coſt him long laboure and 


expence befoze he attepne it, and * 
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had, ſhould make him the leſſe vnderſtandev, 
che moze fearefull too miſle in vttring of it, 
& laſtly commended of a far fewer number, 
becauſe molt mens rudeneſſe can not reache 
to the finenes ofthe ſame. Pozeouer, we ſee 
bow nature as in ſingular men, ſo alſo in eche 
Nation, and almoſt in eche Citie , hath graf* 
fed a certaine common ſelflpking, 

And ſo it commes to paſſe, that Engliſh- 
men pecultarlp betoꝑe all other thinges, doo 
vindicatevuto them faire ſhape of the bodie, 
Muſike, and wel farſed tables, Scottes , doo 
bo chem ſelues in their nobilitie, and neer⸗ 
neſſe ofbloodde to their Pzince , not a little 
alſo flatterpng them (clues in thei Dũs do- 
ctrine. Frenchmen, would be coũted ciuile, 
and curteis ołf manners. Pariſians, al other 
names ſet aſyde, deſpꝛe pet that the ſcience of 
Theologie bee pecultarlp annexed to they 
bniuerſitte . Italians, aboue all men count 
them ſelues learned in humanitie and elo⸗ 
quence, chiefely glozping in this, that amon⸗ 
ges all other nations, they bee not Barba- 
rous. In which kinde of felicitie the Ro- 
maines are pꝛiucipal, who tuen pet,dzeame 
9 ok che triumphes ok their olde 

ome, Venetians, yut great confiven 1 in 

| it 
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their nobilitie. Grekes,as Authours of all 
ſctences, doe magnifie them ſelues in ſo mas 
ny famous men, as whylome flouriſhed in 
their countrey, Turkes, and all that froth of 
the verie Barbarians, would be commended 
pet euen fo they2 Religion, laughing Chzis 
ſten men to ſcoꝛne, as rather full of ſuperſti⸗ 
tids. But much moze lweetely are the 1ewes 
deceyued, who conſtantly loke pet after their 
Meſsias , and euen till this day ſtande obſty⸗ 
nacely by their Moyſes Law. Hiſpaniardes, 
woulde bee taken foz good men of warre, 
Allemaignes, doo faune vpponthem ſelues 
wo; _ talneſſe, and knowlage in artma⸗ 
APRE, 

Thus , as it weere tolonge to repete all, 
ſo you ſee (J trow) howe muche this arto⸗ 
gance of Selfe loue doeth delpte all men, in 
all places, Mich whome in a maner hir ſy⸗ 
ſter Adulation map compare. 

Fox Selfe loue is naught elſe, but whan 
a may fauneth on bym ſelfe , Which if 
tou dooeſt to an other, than is it Adula- 
tion), on flacterie . But nowe a daies 
Flatterie (on & O D Sname) is taken fox 
a vyle fault, but of ſuch as are moued _ 


92 


Aatterie a 
ansft requiſite 


and commodi- thinke,how faith map eupl ioyne with flatte⸗ 


ons thyng to 
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with the name,ch? with the thing it ſelf: they 
rie, whiche to be otherwiſe , we maplearne 


uon fthꝛougb the example of buite beaſtes. Fo 


what can be mote fawning,# flattering to a 
man, thẽ a dog: but then again, what is moze 
faythful : What is fuller of dalliance, then a 
Squirelꝛbut thẽ again what is leſſe hurtful: 
vnleſſe perchice pe will ſay,that Lions, Ti. 
gers, 02 Leopards are meeter fo mans re». 
creatiũ. Howbeit there is in deede a certaint 
kind of flatterte, wherby ſome traytoꝛs & de⸗ 
ceicful villaines do traine imple folkes oltẽ⸗ 
tymes to their vndoing. But this Adulation 
of mine,p2ocedeth wholy frũ a certaine gen» 
tlenes, c eaſie whitenes,as it wer,of a frinds 
ly good wpl,+d2zaweth much nearer to a vers 
tue, thẽ doch her contrarye, that is to ſap, 4 
rough playnneſſe, or unmanerly crabedueſſe, to 
beare with no man. This adulation encouras 
geth a weake ſpirit, cofozteth one dꝛoopyng 
in ſadnes, quickneth a languiſhing thought, 
weakeneth a dul head, raiſeth vp a ſick mind, 
thollifieth a tubbozne hart, gettech loue, and 


once gott, reteineth it ſtyl, euticech childzen 


Kh a godd wil to learne their books, gladdeth 
old folks, teachech 6 admonilþech * of 
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their dueties, vnder colour of pꝛaiſe, witheut 
ollending:bꝛiellly, it makech that ech man to 
bym ſelfe is both deerer, c moſe acceptable: 
which effect may wel be takt fo the thiefeſt 
mẽber of felicity, nd what can be moze fau⸗ 
nyng, then when one man pꝛayſeth an other: 
lle moyles clawing ech others back; Dy what 
needeth me to allege vnto por, how this flats 
terie ſupplyeth a great goed poꝛtion of that 
famous eloquẽce, greater partel of Phiſick, 
e greateſt of Poetrie ꝛat once, that ſhe is cut 
the very hony, x conſerue of mans ſocietie & 
cdpanping together: But philoſophers ſap, 
It is a miſerable thmg to be beguiled. and erre 
ſo, Nay ,molt miſerable is it (Jſap)notto 
erre,# not to be deceived, Foz to too are they 
dect vued, who wene that mans felicitte cdſt- 
ſeth in things ſelf, not rather in the opinid 


Mans life de. 
pendeth vpon 
opinions of 


how the ſame are taken, In as much as al hu- thyngs. 


mane things,that is,ſo great darbneſſe ard die 
werſnes,as nothing may be more clerely hrown 
aut, nor diſcouered: like as truely was affit⸗ 
med by my Academical biloſophers, the 
left arrogãt among al their ſects. DO! if that 
dught map be knawen, the ſame pet not ſeel⸗ 
dome diſauayleth tothe gladſomnes & pleas 
ure ol the like. Laſtlp, ſo is mans mpnd fra- 
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med, as much moze it delightech in things to 
the ſhe w, thẽ in ſuch as are indeed. TWlherof 
who ſo liſt to haue a lively pzoofe, let hym no 
moꝛe but go to a ſermon, wherin if ought be 
ſaiv grauely, to the matter, he ſhal ſe ſtxayt 
al the audience eyther ſler pe, oꝛ gaſpe, oz be 
vꝛkſome. But # it the ſkreker (the pꝛecher J 

wold haue ſayd) fallech out ofhis purpoſe, as 
c<monlp their vlage is, into ſome tale of ge- 
ſta Romanorũ, q ſich like, thẽ by & by they 
lyfr vp thep2 heads, they ſtand vp, and geue 
good eare, Alſo if any ſaint among other, ſe⸗ 
meth ratheſt tobe newfound, oz poetical,ade 
mit it be S. Bꝛãdon, S. Chziſtopher, oz S. 
Barbara, the ſame pet ſhall pee ſee moze de⸗ 
toutly woꝛſhipped. e vowed to of the per ple. 
then Peter, 02 Paul, pea 02 Chiiſte hym 
ſelf. But thele matters pertapne not to this 
place. Conſider poutherefoze , howe much 
leſſe coſteth the acquirie of this kelicitie, 
which dependeth on the ſemblance and opi⸗ 
nion ot a thing, as it it were had, then that 
other of the thing ſclfe, being had in deede, 
which be it of neuer ſo (mal value and eſti⸗ 
mation, as Grammer, pet you ſee howe long 
a man muſt ſweate, ere he geat it, whereas 
the lemblaunce of the lame pee may eaſily 
conceiuez 
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tonteiue and come by, though your owne 
perſwaſton: and yet ſhall chat concepte as 
muche, oz mote, anaple pou towardes felt 
titie. 


Foz admit that one eateth ſtinking Salt- 
lich, wherof ſome other could ſcant byde the 
ſmell, and pet to his mouth it taſteth ſweeter 
then a Þartrich : Nowe (J pꝛay you) what 
difference is there, as touchyng the kelicitle 
he taketh there in Dꝛ another abhozred 
to eate of a Carpe, q ſome other delicate 
kynde of Fiſhe , dyd that any thyng hynder 
the bliſtul ate of his lyle: Ik a man hach a 
wyfe as vgly as map be, who pet in his cons 
teyt, may compare in beautie wich Venus, 
is it not now al one vnto hym, as it ſhe were 
fay2e in deede + Tf he that beholdeth a table 
daubed with a litle durt and redde Okre, did 
perſwade hym ſelfe it were a peece of Apel- 
les 02 Has Holbyns painting, is he not haps 
pyer(trow ye )then ſome other, who at great 
pꝛice haue bought ſome of thoſe wooꝛkmẽs 
woozks , & peraduenture take leſſe pleaſure 
im regarding ofthe ſame, thã he deoth of his 
J know a gentilman, that pꝛeſented hys new 
wedde d wife with certaine conterfeyt ſtones 
ler in tungs, perlwading hir(as he ny it 
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ſinelp enough) that not only they were true, 
E ouent, but alſo of great value. Nom A pꝛay 
tented both hir eyes & fantaſy with thoſe coũ · 
terfeices, keeping them fo2 a great treaſure, 
whereas the huſbãd in the meane ſeaſon both 
- ſpared coſt, ę toke pleaſure at his wpues er⸗ 
rour, who natheles cũned him as great thik, 
as it they had been right tewels. / there auy 
difference (trow pe) betweene ſuche as Plato 
fergneth faruag in a cane vnder the ground, to 
ſee notlung but ſhadowes & repreſentations af 
thinges, ſo that they doo coueit naught elt, amd 
contẽt them ſelues therwith and that wiſema, 
he imagmeth ſhould come ont of the cane, and 
ſo ſee very things as they are in deede? That's 
if Micillus in Lucians Dialogues had euers 
moze dzeamed that his gold? & riche dꝛeam, 
thineded he not to haue wiſhed foꝛ any other 
telicitie. Conclude therfoze,thatno differẽce 
is betweene a thing it ſelfe, & the opinion oz 
ſemhlaunce ot the ſame :o; it᷑ there be, thã are 
mp fooles pet in the happier trade. Firſt be⸗ 
cauſe their felicitie coſteth them as little ag 
can bee, as onely an eaſy perſwaſion and bes 
leefe that they haue, oꝛ can doo a thing. 
Nexte thã, foz that they entote their — 
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in common with many others , and pardie 

pe knowe, howe vnplealant the poſleſſion of 
any wealeis;without felowſhip, as ia man 
dwelled without company in the fatreſt plac 
ofthe whole earth, Wherunto J map lyken 
theſe wiſemen. Foz who is he that knowerh 
not howe ſcarce they are to finde, incaſe ye 
finde any at all: In derde the Greckes in (a 
many hundzed peeres coulde picke out but 
ſeuen or them: and pet if pe ſifte thoſe well, 
Jreny my ſelfe, and pe linde one halſe, yea oz 
the thyꝛde parte of of a wiſeman amonges 
them all. There koꝛe, if amonges many com⸗ 
modities which my toſyn Bacchus doth en S 


due you wich, this (x wozthily)ts reputed the nelle 


chiefeſt, har through druntenneſſe he wypeth 
all cares and amxieties from the mynde, but 
for a ſeaſon onely, (fo; as ſrone as one hath 
ſlept a whilevppon his dzinke, and tempꝛed 
fo hys bꝛaynes, than returne i poſt haſt hys 


fomertroubles and vexations.) Mom farre Folle a con · 
moꝛe ample, and readie than is my benelite tinn all dzun 
of Follievitopou + when though a conti- wenne. 


mall dꝛunkennelle (as it were) I repleniſhe 
pour miibs, much iop, delight, pleaſure 
pea that fu eaſũy bought about: Which 
benefite ol mine J doo diſtribute to all men, 


S 


Follies power 
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wheras other Gods giftes are derived ſun 
derly vpon ſundzy men. Pardie, cheſe noble 
and fine wpues that are able to reſolue ſap: 
neſſe,+ make men pluck vp their ſtomacks, 
doo not growe in euerie place. Fewe haue 
the gyfte of beautie thzough Venus fauour. 
Fewer haue eloquence at Mercuries han- 
des, Hercules maketh not all men ryche. 
Iupiter graunteth not kingdomes to euery 
body. Oftentymes Mars fauoureth neither 
partie. Many returne diſcomfozted from 
Apollos Ozacle. Not ſeeldome Ioues thun⸗ 
der deſtroyeth men: and Phebus launceth 
his arrowes ofplague amonges you, Nep- 
tunusdzowneth moze folkes than he ſaueth. 
(teʒ whatſhould J ſpeake of theſe Veioues, 
Plurones;, Ates, Peynes, Feuers, and 
ſuch other, not goddes, but rather helhounds 
and tozmentours vnto you. ) But J Follie 
am ſhe, chat egally doo compꝛehend all men 
vnder the compaſſe of my ſo great a good 
gikt. And looke not pet to be pꝛaide vnto, noz 
am not angrie, no2 ſeeke amends, when any 
part ot᷑ my ſacrifice is mildone , 02 ouerſlips 
ped. Noz I mingle not heauen e earth toge⸗ 
ther, if any one bydding the other gods to a 
ſacrifice banket. leaueth me onelp bebynd, a 
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allowech mee not my poꝛtion or the ſmoke, 
and ſauour ofthe burnt offrings. Fo2 of the 
other Gods in this poynt ſuch is the mozolts 
tie and ceremontouſneſſe, as in a maner it is 
taſier, yea q leſſe peril foꝝ a man to let them 
alone, chan to medle with their rites, and ob⸗ 
ſeruaunces. Lyke as ſume men there be, ſo 
wayward of nature, and ſo teſtiue, as better 
it were not to vſe their companpe, chan to 
claime anp acquaintance ot᷑ them. But nome 
(ſaye they) mabethi ſacrefice wnte fullie, nor. 
buildeth bir a tẽple. Nom ſurely I marnayle: 
not a little, (as ace I (awd) at ſuch ingrati⸗ 
tude ol men. But pet uf my gentilneſſe 
take this alſo in good part, Albeit to ſay che. 
truth J kynde no want thereof at all. Fox 
why ſhould Jrequyꝛe, en her frarkenſenceor 
lenained meale, or a goate, or a hogge fuꝭ my 
ſacriſice:TAAheras all moꝛtall men, in euerie 
region, do pelde me that woꝛſhipping, which 
euen by thele leripture doctours is wont to 
be moſt appzoned + Unleſſe perchaunce Y 
ſhould enupe Diana, becauſe hir altars are 
beſpꝛent with mans blood. Map, I think my 
ſelle to bee then moſt amply, and religiouſiy 
woopſhipped ,|when enerie where , allmen 
beare nme ( Agthe doo ) in cheyb hartes, 
H. ii. expel 
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expꝛeſſe mee in their maners, and repꝛeſent 
me in their lluing. Mhich kinde ol woꝛſhip · 
ping is not very rife, no not amonges Chri. 
ſtians. Fo what a mumber of them ſee wee, 
to ſet tapers afozethe virgin mother ol god: 
and that at noone dates when leaſt neede is: 
But then aga ine, hom few ofthemgo about 
tafoilow hir ſteppes eyther in chaſtneſſe of 
like, ſobernes af maners, oꝛ loue of heauenly 
things + Fan ſo ſhould ſainctes moſt digne⸗ 
ly be wooꝛſhipped. Moꝛeouer, uh ſhoulde 
Ifpndelacke ofa temple, ſeeyng all thys 
woꝛld is in maner t a temple moſt goodly 
(as A take it) vnta mee: Aud as fc; pꝛie ſtes 
af my lame, and other miniſters ok mpre> 
ligian, J am ſure I want none in anp place, 
whereas men want not. Than „Jam not 


altogether ſo fooliſh, to demaunde any gra⸗ 


uen oꝛ peynted images repꝛeſenting mee, 
which rather ſhould derogate chan aduance 
myne honour. Whereas oftentimes J ſee 
many doltes , & fatteheades wozſhippe ſuch 
ſtockes, in ſtede ofthe ſainctes themſelues, 
wherby J might chance to be ſerued, as they 
that are thꝛuſt aut ot᷑ their roomes , by they: 
deputies, But J take it, that ſo many ima · 
ges art erected in mp name, as there bee ly- 
2 8 uing 
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uing men, bearing the liuelpy repꝛeſentation 
and image ok me about chem, wil they, oꝛ wil 
they not. Aherfoꝛe, J haue no cauſe to be a- 
greeued with the other Gods, though they 
be woꝛſhipped ſunderly, in ſundꝛy partes of 
the earch : and that at nes ofthe yeere pꝛe⸗ 
fired, As Phebus in che Ille of Rhodes, 


Venus in Cypres, Iuno at Argos, Minerua 


at Athenes, Iupiter in Olympus, Neptu- 
nus at Tarentum : and Priapus at Lamp- 
ſacum, Whereas all the wozlde vninerſally 
offereth mee day by day karre dearer, and 
moꝛe digne ſacrifices, chan theirs are. That 
and if J ſeeme to ſome folkes, to haue ſpoken 
theſe woꝛdes mote ſtoutly, chan truely, go to, 
let vs but view a little, and conſider the very 
lyues, and dooynges of men, and ſo it ſhall 
manifeſtly appeare, how much they are en⸗ 
debted vnto me, and how much Jam made 


dk, both ok high and lowe degrees. Pet Jen⸗ 


tend not to accompt euery mans lyfe, fo2 
that were an endleſſe labour, but a certaine 
onely ofthe moſt notable; whereby ye may 
eaſfly gelle, what the reſt are. Fo2 what 
neede J to alledge vulgar people: who al⸗ 
together (without any queſtion)appercaine 
to my bande} 

: V. iii. So 
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So manp veines of Follie they abounde 
in, and ſo many newe myndes they do freſhe 
and freſhe ſeeke out, as a thouſande ſuche as 
Democritus was, ſhuld not ſuffice to laugh 


ar them, although pet thoſe verye laughers 


bad neede of another Democritus to laugh 


themalſotoſcome. Yea,and it paſſech, to 


ſee what ſpozte and paſſetyme the Goddes 
themſelues baue, at ſich Follie of theſe ſelie 
moꝛtall men. Foz as fo2 the fozenoone, and 
ſober houres of the daye, 'thoſe the Gods 
ſpende in counſayle matters, and hearing 
of mennes vowes, aud ſupplications, But 
after dynner once, when they haue dzunken 
merilp of theyꝛ Nectar, and liſt nat to treat 
on earneſt affayꝛes, than which ſyde of hea⸗ 
uen bendeth moſt towardes the earth, there 
ſitte they, and intentiuely behold what moz- 
tall men doo: and ſurely no ſpectacle can be 
mote plealaunt bnto them. Good Lozde, 
what a Theatre is this wozlde * how many 
and diuers are the pageants that fooles play 
therein: Fo2 J alſo not ſelvome am wont to 
ſitte amongs the Gods to marke mens doo⸗ 
ings. One man ſee tbey readie to die fo} lone 
of a womã, x the leſle he is beloued, the moze 


hoflp to purſue hir Another marieth the 


goods, 
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. Koods,not the wpdow, De ſettes his wyfe to 
ſale, Another ielous wzetch lyke Argus, 
keepeth his in mewe. 

This man mourneth , and Lode, what 
follies ſayth he, and dooth hee, hyꝛyng alſo 
ſome players(as it were) to weepe #howle 
ko: the nones. Another, whatſoener he can 
rape and rende, llingeth it into hys belly 
gutte, when not lang after hee would glad⸗ 
Ip ſkamble fo a peece of bilkette. Another 
puttes all his delyght in ſieepe, and ſouth. 
There be ſome ſuch alſo, as buſie themſelues 
buſily in other mens buſtneſſe, not look ng 
once howe theyꝛ ewne goeth, Some compte 
themſelues rpche men, in borowing of Pe- 
terto clothe Paule, when ſoone after they 
kynde not one farthyng left, wherewith to 
bliſſe them. Another thinkes nothing better 
than lyuing hymſelfe wꝛetchedly, ta make 
- John hys ſonne ryche. This man foz a lit⸗ 
tle lucre, and that alſo incertaine, ſkym- 
meth all the ſeas, committing hys lyke to the 
waues and the wynds, which no money may 
reltoze to hym , once beeyng fozlozne. 
Hee had rather ſecke hym ryches in the 
— , thenſleepe in a whole ſkynne at 


D.iil, There 


Co 


Ulurer⸗s. 


The praiſe of follis; 


There bee ſome, thatinplying, and ge- 
ning attendaunce on olde men childzenleſle, 
weene to become riche chꝛough executour⸗ 
ſhip. Such want not allo, that in whoing 
of theſe wealthy olde trottes,thinke to ſpeed 
ſooner of their purpoſe. Either of which 
then ſurely make moſt paſtyme to che 
Goddes they? beholders „ when of thoſe 
that they go about to traine , they alſo are 
trained, aud baited wich craft foy craft. 

But aboue all others, vſurers are a kinde 
ok men moſt faoliſhe and filthy, whoſe trade 
and occupation being in dee de the vileſt that 
can bee, and thereto handled by then after 
as vyle a maner, with lying, fozfwearing, 
bꝛybing, beguiling, and ſhifting, yet compte 
they themſelues to bee head men of they? 
pariſhes , becauſe they wearehoopes , and 
coldzings on their fingers, And nomarueile 
when theſe blinde minions . theſe kryers, 
can ſo fauningly vpholde them in their ſer- 
mons tothe people, calling them wozſhtp- 
full, and veneraude maiſlers *inhope that 
ſome poꝛtion of thoſe euill gott? goods, may 
ſomewhat in compenſation of their golden 
gluſtig,fall bnto their couent. 

Nou ſhal ſee againe ſome others ſo much 
geuen 
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genen to Pithygoras ſect, (whowou/d haue 
all things amongſt friendes to bee in common) 
that what ſoeuer they kynde lyinge at large, 
with as free a conſcience they will take it, as 
if it came to them by inherptaunce. There 
be ſome alſo , who onely with wiſhinge and 
woulding are riche in their owne fantaſie, as 
whan they imagine certaine ſweete dꝛeames 
ok glad thinges too befall them, which they 
take ſuffictent fo2 their whole felycitie. 
Many reioyce toa bee holden richmen a: 
bꝛode, liuynge at home with an D2enge, oz 
an Opnion. 
This lkapethzifte, thzoweth his goodes a⸗ 
gainſt the walles. That pennie father, ſcra⸗ 
peth it together, both by God, and by the 
diuell, He, is dꝛiuen chꝛeugh ambytion, too 
ſeeke fauour at hym, and hym. Pee is no 
medlar, but ſyts by his owne fy2e at home. 
Manp fooles, tangle them ſelues in the law, 
and canne neuer gette out of it, but holde and 
ſhoue on both ſydes, onely to make fatte theſe 
adiourning iudges, and Ambidexter Ad- 
uocates. | 
This manlooketh foz a new world. That 
man compaſſeth ſome deepe dꝛifte in his 
bead, . Some one hath an elpeciall de · 
Ny D. v. uotion 
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deuotion to goe to Hieruſalem, to Rome, oz 
to S. lames in Galice, leauyng his wyfe 
and childzen ſuccourleſſe in the meane while 
at home. 
Bzieſly, if one (as Menippus dyd) lookynge 
out ok the moone, behelde from thence the in- 
munerable tumults, buſpneſſes of mozeall 
men, he ſhoulde thinke veryly he ſaw a many 
of ſluet, or gnat ts,brawhng, fighting beguiling, 
robbing playing lining wantonly borne bredde 
vpAecaymg,and diyng: So that it is ſcant be- 
leueable, what commotions, and what Tra- 
gedies, are ſterred vp, by ſo litle, and ſo ſhoꝛt 
uued a vermin as this man is. Fo ſomtimes 
a (mall ſtoꝛme of war, oz peſtilence, ſwopeth 
away and diſpatcheth many thouſãds of the 
together. but J were plainly moſt foole of al, 
t wunchy who Democritus with mani laugh 
ters ſhould point co ſcozn,,ff I tooke vp me 
to tell bype all the ſoztes of vulgar peoples 
Follp and madneſle : rather not tourne me 
to thoſe, who amongſt pou, baue a certaine 
reputation ot wyſedame. Such as com⸗ 
paſſe no meane thinges, but aſpire euer too 
a certapne pꝛeminence in knowledge and 
cunnyng aboue others. 
Among 
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| whom Gramarians and ſchoole: 
maiſters ſeeme to bee rightnotable,A kinde 
ok men ( doubtleſſe) moſtmilerable, moſt 
flauelyke , and moſt contemptuous, vnleſle 
Idyd mitigate and releeue the diſcommody⸗ 
ties of theyz moſt metched p2ofeſſion, with a 
certaine ſweete baite of madneſſe. Foz ſurely 
theſe Grammer teachers are not peſtered 
wich one oꝛ two euils, but rather with cen- 
tum grauamina. as who euer in their 
Schooles, theyꝛ ſchooles ſapde J + naye ra⸗ 
ther in theyꝛ Chapter houſes, Seſſion pla- 
ces or Butcheries, beinge alwayes bare, 
hungrye, and ſlouenly, doe waſt themſelues 
away wich continuall traueiles amongſt a 
many ot bopes, waxe deaffe with noyſe and 
trying, kyll them ſelues with ſtenche and fyl- 
thynes. And pet through my benefyte, they 
toumpt no men lyke them ſelues. 
So Lozdlye a thinge they take it, when they 
feare their fearefull flock, with a thꝛeatningẽ 
byyte and countenaunce, So PPꝛincely 
an execution, to teare the pooze boyes arſes 
wich rods, and ferules, playing the tourmen⸗ 
tours, and termagants amongſt them much 
lyke the Aſſe wrapped in a Lyons { kynne. 
But pet, whiles they are thus occnpied, — 
42 N 
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their fplthineſle Hemet mote then cleaneſſe 
unto them, that ſtenche, and kyſlyng, ſmelleth 
ambze griſe, chat bondage ok bondages is 
taken by them fo2 a king dome: So far fooꝛch 
as they woulde not chaunge their tiranniſhe 
eſtate, nepther with Phalaris no Dionyſius. 
But karre moze bliſtull yet bee thep,thzough 
a certaine conceipt they haue taken ot anew 
trade in teaching, eche therein flowing his 
owne deuile , 
That wheras they put into childꝛens heads, 
naught but mere rifles, and fond rules of 
their owne,ve! ( Loꝛde) what Palæmon, 82 
what Donate wyll not they diſpiſe, in re⸗ 
gard of them ſelues: But (chanked bee 
G Dp) chep kynde the meanes pet, by what 
crafte J cannat tell, ta make che fooliſh mo⸗ 
thers, and ignoꝛaunt fathers beleeue, that 
— are ſuch in dede, as they boſt themlelues 
too be. 
Adve alſohereunto, this kinde of delight 
they haue, as often as any of them chaunceth 
in ſone olde Boaoke tofpnde out the name of 
Anchiſes m3ther,o2 ſome other Latine woꝛd 
nat com na niy vſed,as Bubſequa, Bouina- 
tor, M inticulator, o2 diggech vp ſome gob- 
bet ol an olde ſtanegrauen with _— 02 
tee 
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Grecke Letters ſomwhat defaced, (Lode) 
than what exultation, what triumphes, what 
conmendations make they of it: as if they 
had wanne all Afrike, q; taken the great citie 
of Babilon. 

ha: thinke pou allo, when they ſette vppe 
and Hewabzodecheir verles + verſes (God 
Knoweth)moſt bald, and fooliſh, but neuer the 
moe faile they ot (be as very aſles as they, 
will highly comende theſame:which.putteth 
them in ſuch a flaſh, as playnely they beleeue 
they haue recouered Virgils owne'vapne in 
Poetrye. But this is the ſweeteſt poynt ol 
all, to ſee chem flatter, and pꝛayſe echeother, 
clawing them ſelues by courſes. That and if 
{as is poſſible ynough ) it chaunceth one of 
them to ſtumble at lame wozde , and another 
being mote aduiſed than he to take him with 
che maner, (Oh Hercules) what Tragedies, 
what diſputations, what Inuectiues are toſz 
ſed than and retoſled betwixt them? Let ne⸗ 
uer grammartan bee my friende , if J lye 
ougbt herein. 

Aknowe a certaine learned man, beinge 
both a Grecian; and a Latiniſt, a Geome- 
trician, a Philoſopher, and a Phiſition, yea 
& « Ringes Philption , nowe almoſt = 
Pert 
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peres old, who ſetting all other things apart, 
bath whole xx. yeres together, gone about the 
making ofa new Grãmer:eſteming him ſelf 
right happy,ifbe map pet liue ſo long, as to 
ſec a perfect rule and diſtinction betweene 
the eigbt partes of ſpe ache, which bytherto 
none of the Greek oz Latine grammarians 
coulde fully bꝛing to paſſe: As who ſayeth, ie 
were deadly ſinne, it one make a Coniuncti- 
ona viſtinction pertayning to the nature of 
Aduerbes. And fo this cauſe,thongh alredy 
there be as many Grammers,asGrammers 
teachers, nay moe, fo mp freind Aldus alone 
hach nioze thẽ fine times ſet aut a Grammer, 
pet oner ſlyppeth he no Grammer Booke, 
be it neuer {otedious, and barbarouſiy wits 
ten, which hee looketh not cuer, and ſearch⸗ 
eth thoughly, entying any man that in * 
kynde ſhould goe one ace beyonde hym, 

ik he feared leaſt ſome other might take te 
gloꝛy hereot from him, and his twenty peres 
labours ſhould be ſpent in vayne. . 
Now whether call pon this amadneſſe, q; a 
Follp+ Foz as to mee it ſkillech not, 
ſo pee confeſſe it copzcceede all ot my goods 
. chele pooze ae Gram⸗ 
marians, 


r 


* AM n _ - 


T he prayle of folly. 
marians, and Schoolemaiſters , who els 
ſhoulde bee as w2etched as wetchedneſle it 
ſelfe,weene pet thep are mounted into ſuch 
a felicyty,as gladly they would not chaunge 
lines,no2 eſtates, no not with the rich Rings 
of Perſia, 

Dioets are ſomwhat leſſe beholding vnto 
mee, notwichſtanding, euen by theyz pꝛokel⸗ 
ſion they ſhew themſelues to be of my lect, a 
free kynde ol men, that lyke paynters may 
feigne what they liſte, whoſe ſtudye tendeth 
naught els, chan to feede Fooles eares with 
meere trifles and fooliſh fables, And yet 
it is a wonderous thing to ſee, how thzough 
fame thereof, they weene to he made immoꝛ⸗ 
tall, and Gods peeres, pꝛomiſinge others als 
ſo lyke immoꝛtalptie thereby, 

To this oꝛder moꝛe then to anp other, both 
Selfeloue and Adulation ate annexed fami⸗ 

liarlp, and ot no kinde of men am J obſer⸗ 
ſerued moꝛe plapnely, noꝛ mote conſtantlye. 
Pozeouer Oratours, and Rhetoritians, 
notwithſtanding that a litle they ſeeme too 
ſwarue from mee, cleauingtothe Philoſos 
phers,pet J can pzoue them'alſo to be ofmy 
kactiõ, as wel by other argumẽts, as by this 
Ox mh eres their arte, yu 


— — 
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The prayſe of folly 
diuers other trifles , thep haue whicten ſo 
largely and exactly, hom to proxoke laughter 
in an audience, and of the coſt, or meanes of 
ſcoffmg:-So farfoozth as he what ſoeuer hee 
was, that wꝛote the Booke of Rhetorike to 
Herennius, mabeęth folly alſo to be a member 
and parcellof Rhetorick. And Quintilian, 
the very headman ofthis oꝛder, in his booke 
of the inſtitution of an Oratour, hath made 
one chapter all ot laughterſtirring, lenger J 
weenethanis Homers Iliade, vea ſo muche 
doe Rhetoricians attribute too fsoliſhneſſe, 
as oftentimes what obiection by no argu⸗ 
mentes may bee refelled, the ſame pet with 
ſome laughing and ſome ſcoffing conceites, 
they woulde haue ſhifted ol. Unleſſe per⸗ 
chaunce pee will lay, chat folly hath naught 
to doe therein, when with ſuche tauntes and 
mery tourned aunſwers, they pꝛouoke men 
to laughter, yea and that by rules and pꝛe⸗ 
cepts genen therok koꝛ che nonce. 

Ol this grape are ſuche allo as in makynge 
and publiſhyng ofnewbookes, do fyſh foz a 
pꝛayſe and glozy, Theſe men as generally 
they are much bounden vnto mee, ſo in eſpe⸗ 
cpall are ſuche of them, as doe blotce they2 
Papers with meereſt trifles, he 


am > wo wv on oa os Do eee 


— — aiſcoffollic; | 
fu „ 
guaningly ta the indgement . aß a ewe, any 
| m take Ito be rather puſerabl 
than bliſtul lecyng how continually they 83 
fapnero toi their wits in and out, 2 * 
ting too, in inge, in blotting out, in 
Japing their wake aſpde, in ouetuewinge ic 
agapyat, in i it ta ſame ſoꝛ a pzoole, 
and ee e whole 
er ep are neuex 
atiftped with chem ſeines, whiles they goe 
pong eo 
| geuen them by a ew, 
ly ſo dearely bought — * 


| many „ In 
beating oftheir bzaines aboutic:beſpdes the 
hurt they ſuſteine in their bodies, decay of 
heautie, marryng of their epeſpght, oꝛ alſo 
-blindneſſe, together with pauertie, enuy, foꝛ⸗ 
bearyng of pleaſures, vntimely age, haſted 
death, and ſuch lpke diſaduantages, whiche 
natheles thefe wiſemen ſtick net at, ſo they 
may hatte their witinges allowed at ane 
q two of thele * hands. 

But 


| Theptaiſe's of ollie. 


W ee | 
follp. CUhereas takpng no great leaſure in 
penning ol theyz matter, nay rather what ſo. 
ener toye lighteth in theyꝛ head, oz falleth in 
thepz thought, be it but their dzeame, they do 
put the ſame ſtraight in wyiting, with (mall 
dilpence 02 none, lauing waſt ok paper? kno: 
wing (J warrant pot!) what will come of it, 
thatthe — bee , which they in 
treat ot, che moze commendation ſhall they 
get ot moſt men, fooles as they, x vnlearned. 
And what mayſtrie is it foz them to ſet light 
*Ntoze by two 03 thiee of choſe learned mens 
repzoues, if ſo be perthep reade they} wozks? 
D2 what auapleth them, ſo fewe wiſemens 
allowance where ſo great a multytude of 
'fooles on the other ſide wil diſalow it. That in 
tale they haue the feate to ſette foozth other 
mens doinges foꝛ their owne, and can be cons 


tented too beare the name of that, | 


which others tooke the papnes about, mary 
don than J thinke J baue good Ckill : fo 
though it thaunce them at laſt to bee taken 
with the manner, pet fo; a ſealon cher may 
kepetheir reputation. ; 5 5 


by theirs, 


The praiſe of follie. 
And it is a pleaſure to markehowmuch 
theſe men eſteeme them ſelues, whan 
they are pꝛayſed ſo of the people, and whan 


they are popnfed out in a great companyes 


es this is the woderous felow ye heare oft 
and when in euery Bookebinders ſhop their 
woozkes are ſet tothe ſale, and when they 
read their names, ſurnames, and bynames, 
ſet in the fyꝛſt fruntes of enery booke, which 
titles allo they doe counterkeit, and tourne ins 
to ſome contrarp language, as ſtraunge as 
may be deuiſed. 

Pet, I pꝛay vou, whan all is done, what bee 
they els but names © and how few ſhal know 
thoſe names, hauing regarde to the wozldes 


wideneſle? and how many leſſe commende 
them ꝛ namely ſuch diuerſitie being in iudge⸗ 


ments: yea amongſt vnlearned men alſo * 


But what ſay you to this, that not ſeeldome 
they feigne thoſe names, oꝛ bozrow thẽ out of 


olbe Authors + fo2 one ofthem ioyeth too bee 
named Telemachus, an other Stelenus, oz 
Laertes, he Policrates, hee Thraſimachus, 
and ſuch lpke, So that now itſkilleth not 
how thet entitle their boks,foz as by as good 
reſonmight they cal it a goord,or aradiſhe 
roote,02 name it A. o B,as philoſophers Bo 

Jil, But 


Thepraiſe of Follie. 
Bur this is che veſt ſpoꝛt of all, roo ſee them 
Melent eche other wich eyeſtles, wirh verſes, 
and with matters of prayſe, (ent from fuoles, 
to fovles,andfram Aſſes, to Aſſes. Heere 
he in his iudgement is as good A Poete ag 
Alcæus was, and him doch he lykewiſe com 
pare to Calimachus. The one is holden fo 
moꝛe eloquent than Tullius Cicero, that o 
ther, taz better learned then Plato. Pea and 
not ſeeldome leauinge this fapze playe, they 
fall to foule, in ſeeking thẽ out ſome aduerſa⸗ 
ties, to the ende that in contending together, 
they: fame may the wider be bloume abzove, 
In the meane time, o ne learned man taketh 
his parte, an other taketh his till at laſt both 
the Captaines hauing buckled mantully to- 
ether, would bee taken foꝛ Uictours, and 
both partes pꝛetend too Trump there faꝛe. 
Theſe thinges of wiſemen are counted too 
bee meere folies, as in deede they are, who 
can denie it: But pet there while thꝛough mp 
benikpt they leade a pleaſant and gloꝛycus 
Ipfe,as not wyllynge to chaunge theyꝛ Trp⸗ 
umphes, ſkarcely (J beleue) with choſeof 
the Scipions. & 
- Yowbeit,ſuch as are learned indeede , are 


The Praiſe of Follis, © 


not a litle alſo beholding vito mee, whileg 
wich great pleaſure they may laugh at the 
other, and cake fruition of chetr madneſſe, 
which they tannot gapulay, vnlelle they bet 
to vnkinde, and che veryelt chopleg of all. 
Next theſe nom, Ciuilians and Canoniſte 
chalenge no weane place amongſt learned 
me, And who thẽ they, ſtand deeplper in Self. 
Iykinge ? Foz whites continually they turns 


and returne Siſiphus ſtone in rehearſing vp. 


an hundzed Lawes and Paragraphes al with 
a bꝛeath, ut (killeth not how liccle to purpoſe, 
and whiles they adde glole vp6 gloſe, and os 
pintons,vpan opinions, thei make ag 

their Lawſcience were moſt hard, and diifts 
cult to be atteined too, So what ſoeuer is 
hardly done, that they recken ſtraight ta bee 
moſt excellent. 

And iopne we (hardly) to them theſe Sophi- 
ſters and Logicians, beinge a rate ot men 


more kackling then a many of dawes:eche 


of whom in babling may compare with ten 
women choſen foz the nonce, and karre moze 


happye ſhaulde bee, in caſe thep were onelye 


bablers and not ſkoldes alſa: in ſoꝝt thavots 
tentimes fo the Moone ſhine in the wa- 


ter, they ſriue whole dayez together, and 
3 x J. il. D with 


The Praiſe of Follie 
wich to much arguynge, let the trueth of che 
matter ſlippe by them. Natheleſſe thꝛough 
Selfelyking they are bathed all in krlytitie, ſo 
that armed onely with three Syllogiſmes, 
thei dare boldli pꝛouok ant mã, as welaſſured 
chat thep wil neuer geue ouer, though Stetor 
bimſelf were matched againſt the. Next thẽ 
tome theſe Philoſophers, venerable fo their 
. ang beardes, and clokes downe tothe feete, 
ſinge them ſelues onely to haue know: 

ge and wiſoome , wheras other men 
== = foz no moze then Ciphres in Algo- 


E. 

But (lozd) how ſweetly do they raue in their 
owne opinion: when conſtantly they a firme 
there be wozldes innumerable: Dz when 
they take vppon them to meaſure the ſimne, 
the Boone, the Planets and their compaſ- 
es, as it were by ynchemeale , o2 dzawne 
wich a line: O2 when they expounde the can: 
ſes ofthunder,of Mindes, of Eclipſes, and 
ſuch other inexplicable thinges, roch inge 
doubtinge, as it ch ey had crept into natures 
4 » 02 were of counſaple with the 

ods, 


Aud pet voth Nature lowdelye laugh * 
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The Praiſe of Follie. 


toſcozne,with all thep2 coniecures: coniecs 
tures J (ape, and no certapne knowledge, 
which appearech bp this, that one ſect of 
them agreeth not with an other, but rather 
contendeth together vpon euery litle thinge, 
And pet theſe, who in deede knowe 
nothing, wul take vppon them to know all 
ching. Pea whereas they know not them⸗ 
ſelues, noz (ee not oftentimes a pitte, oz & 
ſtone lying in their wap, either fo2 pozevlinds 
neſſe,o2 becauſe the ix wit is not at home, yet 
make they their auaunt to ſee and percetue 
plapnly their Idees their vniuerſals,formes 
ſeperate, firſt matters, quiddities, and Ecs 
ceites thinges ſo ſubtile, and lo fpne, as not 
Lynceus himſelfe coulde eſpie them out, 
though it be ſayde how he coulde ſee though 
a ſtone wall, 
But then chiekelpe doe theſe Philoſophers 
dildaine other vulgar people, as often as 
with triquetre, ard tetragon circles, o 
with ſuche lyke Mathematicall figures , 
dꝛawne one vpon an other, any entangled in 
maner ofa maſe, with letters allo ſette as it 
were in oder ol battaple, and with lynes 
dzawne hicher and thither, they doe caſte a 


The Praiſe of Follie 

And ſuch there want not alſo of this kynde 
ofmen,that cake vpon them by lookpnge on 
the Starres and Planeta, tos tell vs afoze- 
band, what ſhall happen and betide a hun- 
d2ed peres after, Declaring by they) P20» 
gnoſticatids, che ſucc eſſe of cezteine wonde⸗ 
rous accidences, ſtraunger then any witch- 


trat, o arte magike. Pet ſuch is their hap, 


to kynde out men, who of they? ſynguler grol · 
nes geue credence alſo to this their ſo plaine 
illuſion Nowhauing recited thus far, and 
comen td the place of Doctors of Diuini- 
tie, I ſtande in doubt whether J may ſpeake 
ok chem, oꝛ rather paſſe them ouer, and not 
ſturre at all theyꝛ patience, beinge a neſt of 
men ſo cravbed and waſplyke , leſt els per · 
chauncc they (bould all at once fall vpon me 
with ſyx hundzed Concluſions, dꝛyuing me 
to recant, that in caſe J refuſed ſo to doe, then 
woulde they by and by denounce mee foꝛ an 
herecick, Foz that is the thunderbolte, 
wherwithall they thꝛeaten ſuch, as ſtand not 
beſt in theyꝛ fauour, 


But ſurely although none other ſoꝛt of men 


Doe with lefſe' goodwyll then theſe acknow- 
lege my goodneſfe vnto them: Pet canne J 


vue thele Doctors alſo too bee moze than 


— 
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The praiſe of folly, 


one 02 two wayes in my daunger, beyng ſs 
pꝛopped vp with cheir owne Arrogance and 

Selfeliking, as if they dwelled amongs the 
ſtatres, o2 locked downe from aloft ,& in a 
manner tooke compaſſion vppon other ſeely 
men like wozmes creeping by the grounde, 
Naniely, whiles they are hedgev in on all 
ſides with ſuch a gard of Magiſtral defini- 
tions, concluſions, corallaries, explicite F 
implicite propoſitions, with ſo many ſtar⸗ 
ting holes, as not Vulcanes nettes were a⸗ 
ble lo faſtly to holde them, but they woulde 
winde themſelues out againe wich Diſtin- 
ctions, wherewith they carue al knottes a 
ſunder, as ſmothely as a raſour dooth the 
heares of a mans beard. Such a munber 
ofnewfoumde monſtrous termes haue they 
thicke and chzcefolde inuented. Alſo whples 
thep expound the lecrets of ſcripture at their 
pleaſure, diſputing how the worlde was firſt 
created, & proportioned,by what chanels ſm 
was derined into eAdams poiteritie , what 
mayer, by what meaſure, & in how ſhort ſpace | 
' Chriſt was coplete inthe wombe of Mary the | 
wvirgm : And how in the ſacrament of the al- tours 
*#ar,the accidents of brend c& wine, remayne 


herb ſubſtance 2 theſe __ 
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are fo2 euerpe poung beginner, Dther haue 
they moge meete for great & illuminate doc- 
tours, which if at any time in diſputations oz 
talking after dinner they do ſtumble vppon, 
ſtraight they ſhake of their ſleepy nodding, 
t doo towſe themſelues. Ag whether am in- 
ftant was m the generation of god the ſecond 
perſon ? whether in Chriſt there be more filia- 
tion tha one? whether this p2opolitid be poſs 
ſible : God the father hateth the ſonne, go), whes 
ther Chriſt nught poſcibiy haue taken to hym 
the likenes of a * feend, of an aſſe, or 
of a goorde ? Or how that uy ſhould haue 
cached, done muracles,or ben hanged on the 
croſſe ? Or what ſhoulde Peter , Fra con- 
ſecrated, if hee had conſecrate d, what time 
Chriſtet bodye hunge on the Croſſe? Or 
whether Chrift being tranſformed ſo into 4 
goorde, might at the ſame time be called man 
alſo? Or whether after the reſurrection it be 
law ful for mi to eate or drinke? ag who ſaith, 
pꝛouiding fo hũger c thirſt afozehand, In⸗ 
numerable ſuch fine topes haue they, muche 
moꝛe ſubtil thi theſe, of /»/ates , for malitics, 
quidditiet & Ecceities, which no mã I beleue 
could eſpie out, vnleſle he were ſo clere eyed, 
ug ieee eee 


hg 
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that bee no where, Amay adde alſohere ta 


cheir ſentẽces or ſawer, which are ſo eſtraũge 
e beyond al expectatiõ, as the verp Stoi kes 


ſentences called Paradoxes, being cũõpareu 


to theirs, ſeeme groſſe, g moꝛe than vulgar. 
(Fo example) Laſſe fo i5 i, (ay they) te flea 


4 thouſand mt, tha once on a ſunday to clouto 
4 poore mas ſhoe. Oz rather ſynld we let al the 
world go to wreke Jock with dogge & cat (as 
thep ſap):ha once to make a leſing. be the mats 
ter newer ſo light, Nom again,theſe their /b. 
til ſubtulties, doo they make pet mote ſubtil, 
though ſo many ſoztes of S cholemẽ as they 
baue. Do that eaſier pou ſhal finde it to wynd 
out of a maſe, th out of their intricat 
of Reales, Nominales, Thomiſtes 
tiſts, Occaniſtes ; Dunſmẽ, yet th 
all, but the pꝛincipal only. But turne y 
which lect ol thẽ pe wil, e pe ſhal pzooue 
ſame to be ſo cunniag,ſo difficult, ſo full of 
high Miſteries, as J weene the Apoſtles thẽ 
ſelues had neede to be inſtructed by a newe 
ſpirit, in caſe vppon theſe matters they were 
cdpelled to argue with this new kind of doc⸗ 
tozs. Paul could expꝛeſle what faith was:pot 
' whibe ſaid thus, fat u the ſubſtãce of thin. 
er to be hoped after, & anenidence of things 
ate, This 


'70 


S The ſectes 


FTbe praile of folly. 
This Definition (ſap they) was not Magi- 
ſtralitet(id eſt) Doctourlike ſette foo)th by 
him. And as Paule could very well teache 
what was Charitie, ſo did he not pet ( ſave 
they) ha fe hke a Logician either define,or de- 
wide the ſame, in the fic Epiſtle, and.xiii. 
chapter tothe Corinthians. The Apoltles 
like wiſe did holily # deuoutly penough con⸗ 
fecrate the ſacrament of Chuſtes body: and 


pet, who ſo had appoſed them in terminus à 


quo, and terminus ad quem, 02 in tranſub · 
ſlanciation, or by what meanes the ſelfe ſame 
body of God may be in diners places at oncelor 
of the differtce they put now between Chriſts 
body as it is in heant,as it was on the croſſe, c 
inthe ſacrament of the altar: Dy at what in. 
ſtant the tranſubſtanciatid is made, ſeeing the 
prayer, by vertue whereof it in made, 
it euer paſsing ouer as it is in ſaymg ? Thele 
quaint queſtions ( weene J) the Apoſtles 
woulde neuer haue ſoluted wich like quickes 
nes ot engin, as our Dunſmen deo both ar⸗ 
gue, x define bpon the ſame . The Apoſtles 
knew the virgin mother of leſus: but which 
of them did euer expound ſo clerkly, how ſhe 
wia pꝛeſerued from Originall ſinne, as aur 
doctoꝶt do: Meter receiued heauen eie se 
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receliadrbi at bishads((ay they) charmenid 
nur haut cimuted the ſame to ons nir ore 
ahy them. Nom whether he knew ſo much a 
no; J cannot tel{:but this J am ſure ot᷑, chat 
be neuer touched this narrow point, howe i 


- commeth to paſſe, that he a/ſo may haur the 


keie of ſcience, who hath no ſcience ar all. 
The Apoſtles Baptized euery where, & 
pet they neuer taught what is the formall, 
material, efficiẽt, oꝝ final cauſe of Baptim, 
noꝛ euer made mention of the Character de. 
lible indelible. The Ypoitles pꝛaied, but 
pꝛaied in the ſpiric,folowing that ſaping of 
the Goſpel, Godis a ſprrit,and who ſo worſbip 
bim pant worſbip al inthe ſpirit and in truth. 
But nowe it appearech, that it was not then 
revealed vnto them, howe wee cught wyth 
all one pꝛayer, and lyke reuerence, wooꝛ · 
tip an Image dzawne perhaps wich a coale 
onthe wall, as ik the ſame were Chziſt bym 
ſelfe. So it be made with. ii. blilling fingers 
ukthe right hand ſtretched out, q a bal in the 
other, with long heare ſheded, and a cozonet 
in manner of a platter vpon his noddle, dec» 


ked with thꝛee ſunne heames. Fo2 who is he 
. -ſopiegnfit witted, chat might euer grope out 
p thels milteries, vuleſfe he had ſpent whole 


xxx vi, 
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pxxvi-yeeres together in ſtudying the Phy- 
- ficals and VItramundans of Duns, — 
ſtotle? Che Apoſtles alſo pꝛeached grace 
vnta the people: but pet they neuer made ſo 
narrow diſtinction betweene gratia gratis 
data, and gratia gratificans . Thep exhot* 
ted men to good woozkes,yet neuer put dif: 
ference betweene opus operans, and opus 
operatum. They bydde vs in many places 
keepe charitie:but neuer deuide the ſame in- 
to Charitas infuſa,# Charitas operata, no 
expound not whether it be an accident; oz a 
ſubſtance, a create, oz an yncreate thyng. 
Thepdiſhozt vs from ſinne, but J tenie my 
ſelfe , ik euer they coulde cunningly define, 
what that ſhould be, wee call ſinne : Unleſſe 
thep were inſpyꝛed with the ſpirite of theſe 
Duns doctours. Fo: Itan neuer beleene, 
that Paul, vpũ whoſe wyiting we may gelle 
what mpnde the other Apoſtles hadtherein, 
would euer ſo often haue repʒoued and con- 
demned, ſuch queſtions, diſputations, ge- 
nealogies, ę conflictes of words ( as he cal- 
lech chem) in caſe hymlſelfe had euer been in · 
fkructed in their fine quiddities. Namely,in 
as much as al the contentions, # debates in 
arguing, which chaunced in his time, 8 
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bil blunt, and verp groſſe, 
theſe twile ſpfted ſubtilties, that our May. 


repꝛoue not, but handſomely rather do inter 
pꝛetate it as beſt ſeruech fo their purpoſe: 


muche to require ſo hygh matters at the A- 


urin tale tbey aner Chryſoſtome, 


- ancient good fathers, rather though they? 

- holyelpfe and mpzacles , chan by any ar- 
- gumentes andSyllogiſmes , confuted both 
Ethnikes, andPhiloſo phers, and Jewes, 
' bepng bentof nature to —— yea 


ble co compaſſe and vnderſtande the leaſte 
quodlibet of Duns, 


But nom haue ye any paynim, oz . 
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The praiſe of folly; 
in compariſon of 


fter doctours vie now a bayes. pom be it 
thep can ſo much their good, that where in a: 
ny place they finde oughe white by the Apo⸗ 
files not formally, e Magiſtraliter, that they 


bearing (as who ſayth)thus much reverence 
partly to the antiquitie, and partly to the 
name of Apolkleſhip, And ſurely it were coo 


poltleg handes,who neuer heard one worde 
thereof mencioned bp their maiſter Chriſt, 


Baſill, oz Hierome wpth the lyke tryppe, 
than they take it ſufficient fo2 them to ſub⸗ 
ſcribe, :har they allowe it not. And pet thoſe 


and thoſe alſo, neuer a one of whom were a: 


fue 
ſter Doctours * Cinledſe be were ſv grote, 
that hee wpſte not what they ment d oz ſo 
ſhameleſſe to bille at them : 02 racher fenſep 
with lpke armour * ſq that nowe ihey tuere 
matches , on wal Liga ſet one emphayn- 
. auff another, or . Obyuer far R. 
tn then the battatle were euer new to 
begin. And ſurely in mn unge nent chniften 
pꝛinces ſhoulde don politikely, in ſteede gf 
theſe bends of groſſe Lauſknights, who not 
{eelbome(p2oofe ſbeweth) doo ſpeeve as wel 
euil as better to arme, and (end foꝛch al theſe 
bauling Dunſmen, and ſtubboꝛne Occani- 
ſes, and imtint ible Albertiſtes , together 
wich the whole rablement ol Sophiſters 50 
gainſt the Turkes and Saraſins 
— ſee (J thinke verilp)a ſtraunge kpnde 
ofſkpumiſhe , with ſuch a victozie as neuer 


was heard — —— 
wy 


that woulde not ſtraight bee enflaned 
thep2 pꝛegnant deviſes * Oz who is hee ſo 
blunt e reſtine, that coulde not wyth they 
pꝛickant ſpurres be quickened * O who ſo 
cleere ſighted, that may not wyth ſuch dark 
mplkes as they calk , be blynded? . 


frhe ptayſe vf follie. 
But al this perchaunce pe mene J ſþeake 
5 belle inmackage, And truely no maruaile. 
"Seeing enen amonges theſe Diuines 
ve ſhalifptwe out ſome ſuch, as being inltt- 
tute im a better trade:of learnyng;doelothe, 
. and/abhozre ſuche riddles and Sophiſticall 
trifles of:theſe: Dunſmen ; Some other: a⸗ 
gaine that Boe curſe and deteſt the ſame, as 
a Kinde ol Sacrilege, elteming it plapne 
wickedneſle and impietie, to ſpeake ſo vnre· 
nerentipy by ſa highe ſecrets of Scripture, 
which rather we ſhould haue in veneration, 
then after ſuche rate goe about ta expaund 
them, oz with lo pzophaneErhnical probles 
to diſpute vpon them, oꝛ arrogantly define 
them,defilpng and beſpottyng the mateſtie 
ok holy ſcripture with ſo cold, nap rather fil 
thie wooꝛda and ſentences. But this not⸗ 
withſtanding, che other coddes heades in te 
meane while ſtande moſt pleſantly in theyꝛ 
owne grace, oz verelyer ſtroke them le lues 
en the head. 
Do that occupping them ſelues both 
hypghces and dapes, about theſe foliſh toyes, 
they haue neuer thus much leſure, one too 
tead ouer the goſpel,02 Pauls Epiltles: and 
kan triſtlyng out 1 _ thus holes 
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aunt luſtetneth 2 
But nom ham Lozdly is their felicitie(trow 
ye) whpiez they cake vppon them to fozme 
Erefourme holy ſcri pture at their pleaſure, 
ä — — 
mans huſe ? and whples they woulde their 
concluſions, whereunto a certaine of ſome vw 
niuerſitie haue ſubſcribed, ſhould bee holden 
foz moze than eſtatutes, yea moze firme and 
inutolable, than the Bithop of Romes De- 
cretals : And whples alſo lpke indges ouer 


the whole wozlve, they tall eche thyng to re · 
cantation, that one heate bzedthdilagreeth 


from their explicite, and implicite conclu- 
ſions: — mere if it came from 8 
Mophetes mouth, bowe % ton ii 
| 9 ns „ thitnot — Hare 
of the fagote , this ſoundeth naught. © 
Do wat nowa dales , not Baptiſme, no; 
Goſpell, no} Paule, ne Peter, no Hierome, 
ne Auguſtine, noz pet Thomas of Aquyne, 


who is euen Ariſtotles heyze and one band, 


are: able too make a man Chziſtian, vnleſſe 


thels 
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Theprayſe of folie. 

theſe father bachelers of uiuinitie, do bouch 
ſane to ſubſt ribe vnto che ſame, So narow e 
pꝛotound iudgement haue thep, in diſcuſſyng 
of all manner doubtes. Foz who woulde euer 
haue thought him to bee ofno Catholyke be» 
leefe,thar affpymed cheſe two ſapinges , ma- 
tula putes, and matula putet:alſo ollæ fer - 
uere, and ollã feruere, ta be both congruent, 
vnlelle theſe wiſemen had taught vs the cons 


- trarievDz who els might euer haue ridde the 


Church from ſo great darkneſſe ok errours, 
which no man Ithinke would euer haue 
reade, oz loked on, vnleſſe they vnder the 
great ſeales of their vninerſitits, had in con · 
demnyng diſcouered them But are they 
not moſt bliſfull ( trow pe) whiles they buſie 
them ſelues hereabout? and mozeoner whiles 
they deſcriue and peincte vnto vs all thinges 


done in hel, ſo exactly as if manp peeres they 


had ſoiourned in the Dinels court? Dz 


- whples as lyketh them they doe builde new 


heauens, adding alſo one heauen ſet abone al 
the other,moſt fapze e rowmie, leaſt eis per⸗ 
chauuce ſaincts ſoules ſhould haue no elbows 
roome to walk, oꝛ bãket, oꝛ play at tenes alſa 
if thT liſted. Mith _ 8 two m_ 


The ſolemne 
Ueede 

of Schoole 
Doctours, 


The prayſe of folie. 


ſache other trifles, art their heades ſo ſtuffed 
and ſwolne vppe;as not Iupiters head(trow 
I) was euer ſa peſtred, what cyme hee bo⸗ 
rowed Vulcanes axe to hewe Pallas out of 
his bzaine. And cher toꝛe haue ye no meruailt 
at all, though at their Actes and Commen- 
cementes pee dos ſee them ſwadled in with 
ſo many cappes, coyuea, and furde hoods as 
they weare, foz elle I thinke plainelp their 
beades woulde riue afunder. One thing, J 
my ſelfe am wonte to laugh at, ſo often as J 
beare them ſpeak their barbarous bꝛaſſe la⸗ 
tine, wherein natheles they woulde be com- 
pted moſt doctourlike. That whan they kum · 


ble it aut in ſuch a ſoꝛt, as none but fumblers 


as they, may vnderſtande them, yet doo they 
call it a certain grace ⁊᷑ fineneſſe, which eue; 
ry body can not attaine vnto. q; (fate they 
it is not foꝛ the dignitie of holie white , our 
pꝛaofeſſton, chat we thoulde be compelled to 
followe any Grammer rules: whiche ſure. 
ly (ſo being) is a great maieſtie of theſe 
Duns doRours, if tu them only it be lawful 
to ſpeake falſe latine, notwithſtandyng that 
many coblers and clowters can doo that as 
All as they. L aſtly nom, chey take thẽ ſelues 
in a manner foz Gods peres, whan * are 
uted 


. 
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The prayſe of follie, 
ſaluted ſolemnly by the name of maiſter doe 
cours, 3 Magitter noſter:wherinthep we ne 
like miſterit tog bee included, as the Jewes 
ſay, there ia n I crragrammaron: and there: 
foze then affinne it tu bee a moſt great at 
fence, i une dan wipe, MA GIS TER 
N OSTER otherwife than with great let⸗ 
ters, that and il ye turneche woozdes, ſaying 
noſter Magiſter, in fceneof Magiſter no- 
ſter, than al at ante pe diſoꝛder the mateſty ok 
the Theologicall name. Nom next vncothe 
felicitie of theſe maiſter Doctours, ſuch doo 
amoche aa people calle Religious men, and 
Monkes;that is to ſay, ſolitarie liues, but by 
both names tuill applied: ſeeing the greateſt 
pare of them are moſt farxe frõ religion, and 
none ſo cõmoniy ſball you mete rouing abꝛo· 
ade, eut᷑ in cuerp alehouſe. Whoſe trade any 
obleruaimee ſurely were moſt miſerable and 
abiect,unleſferhat J did many wayes releue 
them. Fo2 though this kinde of men he com; 
monly ſo abhozred,as eu to meet with them 

at vnwates, oz next a bodies riſyng, it is ta: 
ken fo: a ſigne of euil lueke all the day after: 
pet (Lede) baw they make them ſelues to be 
moe than Cherubyns. Fon fivit they holdit 


Fl great holpneſle , tomedle fo little wyth 


K. lit, bookes 


7 i 


— 


to read they? owne names. Aud when they 


neſle, doltiſyneſſe, rudeneſſe, 


bbs pebek falls. 


poolee, x learning, as ſtarte how 

fo2th(like a man of aſſes mo⸗ 
—.— a number — 
detely to kede ſaints 
eares with a maruatlous melodie. Moe 


duer, ſome oꝛders of them (namely Friers) 


doe take a pꝛide inthey2 beggerie, in going 


— doe to dee to axe they bꝛead with a 
eat lowpng vopce, pelkrpng men euerx 


ere, both ininnes,in wagens, and in pal · 
lengers, not a little (I pꝛomiſe pou) to the 
dyndꝛance of other begſters. And thus (lot) 
the blind minions, uhat with they} greip 

and ſhameleſſe 
hangyng on men, do repꝛeſene vnto vs ( as 
- thimſcliesfap)the life ofthe apoſttes But 
is it not a comelineſſe(trowe pe) wben they 
doe all thynges by certapne preſidentes of 
thepz oꝛders, much lyke Mathematical 
rules, which in nv wiſe withour ocknct, her 
may alter; oz fwerne fro, 

As fo) example, how mam windowes they 
mul to theyr ſhooes d what color, and 
: wumber of knottes goeth to bey. Or dolles? 
er e r wy 


er art 


».. 
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The prayſe of follie, 
werdes be made? of what breadth their lerl or 
thonges ] how many buſhelfuls their Coules d 
how yuches lunge, their natred hear land 
how many bowres for ſepyng? Nom who is 
hee that ſceth not how vnequal this equalitie 
of theirs is, namely in ſuch a dyuerfeneſle ol 
bodies, and diſpoſitions: Pet vnder cofidence 
ol theſe tryſles, they do not only ſet lay mẽ as 
light as butterflies, but tuen amonges them 
felues deſpyſe eche other , So that foz all the 
apoſtolik charity, which they p2ofeſle,yeſhal 
not ſee thiticke to fal together by the eares, 
eycher foz a girdel of a contrary faſhion, oꝛ a 
a garmentſomwhat of a bzowner o2 lyghter 
colour. ea ſome of the being ofa ſtraigbter 
rule, are ſo ſoe puniſhers oftheirfleſh,as out 
wardly they weare naut but ſack cloth, r in · 
wardly no better chã fine hollãd: ſome others 
again dare as ſoone touch poyſon as money, 
neuer the moꝛe fozbearing'frb wyne, oz con» 
trectation of wome. Finally al their delite is 
to accoꝛde in no poinct as touching the rules 
of their Religions. Noz they lake not home 
to reſemble Chiſt, but ſooner how amonges 


them ſelues ta be diſſemblable:eſleming fur⸗ 


ther a great parte oftheir felicity to tũliſt in 
the names ok their oꝛders. Foz (ome ol them 
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The pray ſe of follip. 
reioyte to be called Graye Freers.',: fore 
White,theſe Colleces, they Binozs ; other 
Obſeruaunts, other Croſſed, ſome Benedi⸗ 
tlines, ſame Betnardines,theſeCarmelics, 
thole Auguſtiaes, cheſe Gutlheinutes, thoſe 
Jarobites, t. As who ſapth ; it were too 
fclender a name fo them to-be-called bare 
Chuttians. Now againe moſt part oł them 
axe ſo geuen to their ceremonies, and tradi⸗ 
tions of men, as maketh chem wene;that ong 
heauen is not a condigne and ſufirient res 
ward fo2 ſo grrat merites ot᷑ theits, litle re» 
membzing that Chꝛiſt noching regardyng 
their ſuperſtitions — — 
howe they haue obſerued his pꝛecrpt 
ritie. Pere une ot wem (nope inner) 
wyl fo2 his viſcharge ewe forth 4 tros 
ſtuffedful af u unde of fiſhe,” An ather, 112 
Pure faortb aw hrandret quarters of Pſalmex, 
An other Hill number. vp millions of fas 
fringes, caſtyng.God in the teeth, that ſo often 
* tatyng bur one meale a daye ; his bellye 
was neare hurſte. An other, it bryng 
foorth whole packes of Ceremonies , ſo ma- 
. ſcarce ork be Wente, ſeuen gee 

Þ 64. 
An other 777 mate bit Alan, that 


whole 
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The prayſe of fallte. 
whole threeſcore Jeares tageather , he neuer 
touched monty, but (at feaſt) he bandes 
were frnced with two payre of glouau . An 
ather yl ſheme foorth his Cor le or, Sapa 
larie. fo ſir ennie, and full af greaſgy, gn no 
CMarryner woulde gladly pus it on. An - 
there H ſay , that ſpice the tyre dri Nov 
mice/lhnppe he neuer paſſed the bandes of his 

loyiber'; muche lis a Sponge cleamyng e- 
— Another, Tha he is — 
with: dayly ſinging. Another, Howe the; 
rome too much ſolitarrurſſe. he u fallen un. 
to abemimmedueſſe, Another, Howe bis 
rongue.through continnail flence 5 hath loſie 
bis ne. But Chyite intetruptyng they} 
delfeboaſtes, whiche els woulde ut uex take 
te, hence commath (wyll he fave ) this 
game race of Iemer Idos nchnomledge but 
eve Lam and Ruis for myne , whereof l heave 
neuer a woorde ſhaken . For whylom playnly, 
aud by no ſhadowe of parables, I Promiſed my 
Fathers bingdomis nat to ( owles nr Roſories, 
aur ſet faſtings, but rather ta the moorkes of © 
charitie : nur I knowe none ſucir, aritou much 
home their omne good woorkes © Theſe men 
world lie cated bajyer then my ſelfeclet them 


areltherfare tf chey lit, in Paſqrilt heauen. 
Me in. X. Or 


The prayſe of follic; 
Or doo they cauſe thoſe toprepare a new hea- 
wen for them, whoſe traditions they haue pre- 
ferred before; my precepter. Now when they 
heare Chꝛiſt 2 
plotughme pꝛeferred befoze them, with what 
tountenante(ſuppoſe pe) wil one of them be- 
hold an other: Neuertheleſſe in the meane 
tyme they are happy in their 8wne hope, not 
without my helpe largely employed on the, 
Specially ſeeing foz all chep are dead (as 
they ſap) to this woꝛld, no man dare pet con⸗ 
temne them, and leaſt ok all Freer, in as 
much as they aremailters of mens ſecrets, 
by bertue ok that they cal Confeſsion: which 
ſecretes chey count it great ſinne to diſcouer, 
bnleſle at ſome tymes haupng taſted a litie 
of the Ale, chey thinke good torecreate them 
ſelues wich ſpozting tales a craſhe, onely by 
rontectures and likelihoodes to point pon to 
the thing, ſuppꝛeſling pet mẽs nams of their 
modeſtie. That & if any mã ſtyꝛreth vp theſe 
 Hopnets, chen in ſermons to the people haue 
they a ready way to eke their tene, bp tou- 
ching their enemies not directly, but in para⸗ 
bles, ſo cloſely N warrit pou, as no mã could 
not perteiue the, but it he perteyued nothing 
at all. And neuer wylchey make an — ol 
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The prayſe'of follie. 
barking, tyll fome lat moꝛſel be caſt chem, to 
ſcop their mouches. But who inthe meane 
while would not gladlyer behold one of theſe 
Freer pzeachers , how they counterfeitthe 
Rhecoztetans in their ſermons (looſelp Gon 
knoweth) but pet featly folowing thele tules 
that Dzacozs haue wiittTof the Arte of pro- 
nouneing, then any ſtage playet, oꝛ Italtan 
-Parvoner, Good Lo, what ſtraunge ie⸗ 
tures they frame? Howe they ling their 
woes 3 howthepcaſttheir armes hither # 
thicher how they chaunge che copie of their 
roimtenaunces + how they mingle al things 
with outeryes ? which cheir ſuid art in pꝛea · 
thing, conueighed by one Frier tu another, 
as it were ſtum hand to hand, fox a niuche 
pꝛitue thing albeit vnleeful fo) me tu knum, 
** ſhalmake pon agefſe at it as neart as 
can. 


In the beginnyng cherttze oftheir Ser» Pꝛeachern. 


mons, they vle ſome tmrocation,but that they 
bozow ofthe poets, Th admit cheit Theme 
run on charity, they fetch their p2oheme frb 
Nylusthe greatrinev in Oynenten⸗ 
eee 
n ed 
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The — follie e. 


rate from the. xii, ſignes of the Zodiake; 


— mn we of fapth,tyep make 
a Circlein Geometrie 


a longe ppeambl 
apache. eee Quadrare.. Amy falle heard | 


er, 


once a ſalemne Lowfe;:(Jcrieyoumercie) 
a ſolenine learned man Jſhouldgant?-(aive, 
who: in bis ſermb,befoze a grgt aſſemble, ta- 


kyngvpon hym todectarethe mptety al te 


Trinitie, to the endehe mygbt bath ſhewhis 
learapng ta the people, and ſatiſhie che eares 
ol ſome dactours thete pꝛeſent, toke a new 
fetch in his matter Fox hat from letrers 
oy ſillables, and two dictions, and then the 
concendes hene the None and the 


uel ayleth heat the laſt he bzought it to this 
paſſe, — ſbewed the figure of the mhole 
My — EE ſcribed & expreſſed 


AS 120 geam!treoia 

anc ph bunlyerdraw it with his finger in the 
— 

erneſtip had 


ſermon the ſayd doctourlike 
—— es together ſo 
—— as bee y 
| Azowmaryulaſeringhemewevy al 
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The prayſe of follie: 


the arpnelle of his eie light, te the pointt 
of his eng in: but foy al that, he nothing foze» 
thinketh his blindneſſe, rather takyng the 
ſame foxto cheape a pꝛice ot ſuch a gloꝛy as 
he wanne thereby, 

'L tkewiſe,not long ago J was p2eſent at 
the ſermon of an other famous doctcure , be» 


ing alnioſt. 80. yeres old, and thereto ſo doc⸗ 


tourelike , as it Duns were newe ariſen in 
hym, whoenterding-co diſcloſe the miſterye 
ok the name of Ieſu, with greate ſubtiltie 
ſhewed,how cuen in the very letters was as 
much puhe included , as myght be gathered 
thereof. F02 whereas it is declinable but 
in chꝛe caſes, as Ieſus, Ieſum, Ieſu, that 
(ſaped he) was a manifeſt repreſentation of 
the Tremtie. Then becauſe the fir termina⸗ 
tion ok Ieſus endcth in S. the ſecond in M. 
the third in V. therby lape a right ſecret 
miſterte, in as much (c uod he ) as the verie 
letters doe declare that Ieſus, u Summus, 
Medius, and Vltimus, (that is) the firſt, 
che mideſt, and the laſt. Un other miſterie 
be alleged karre moꝛe ſtrange than theſe, di⸗ 
uiding this wooꝛd Jeſus as it were by geo⸗ 
metrie into two egall parts, leauing S. in 
maner of a ſtickler in the midle: which lets 

1 ter 
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The prayſe of follic. 

ter in the Hebzewes A B C. is Shin, and they 
cal it Syn. Now ſinne ( quuu he) in engliſh is as 
much to ſay as a deadly offence againſt God: ſe 
hereby i ꝓpeareth. that Ieſus was the ſtichler 
or medliator, that toke on lum the ſinnes of this 
woride. This ſo ſtrange and farre fetched a 
beginning, all men did gape at ſa, chiefly the 
doctours there pꝛeſent, as little lacked that 
they were not chaunged thꝛough a ſtonned 
neſſe into ſtones, as poets feigne by Niobes. 
whereas J foz mp part thzough laughter, 
had almoſt let got a ſkape , as Priapus did 
fo feare of the.it, witches Canidia, and Sa- 
gana , when it chaunced hym to ſe theyꝛ ſop- 
ceries by nyght ſeaſon ; and who could haue 
blamed me if I had ſo doen + fo; what did e⸗ 
uer Demoſthenes oz Cicero, vie the lyke 
karre fetch in any of thep} ozations : They 
toke that Proheme to bee faultie , which 
hung not appliably wich the reſt of cheir mat 
ter:as whoſapth , there be any man ſo groſſe 
chat euen of nature is not inſtructed to doe 
ſo much. But my doctours nowe a dapes 
take they preamble(ſo they cal it) to be maſt 
Rethorical when it ioyneth leſte with any 
other part of they} Theme: which maketh 
the hearer, meruaplyng * 
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T Theptayſeof follie? . 
ofthe- deniſe oftentymes to muttre to him 
ſelle , vom whither the duell wilt thou, Third» 
y in ſtede of a narration, they expound ſome» 
what oł che Goſpel, but that very bziefly, and 
thoztlp paſſed ouer, where as they ought 
to entreat thereof.onlp 4 all chep2 ſermon 
thzough . In the fourch place, falling as it 
were into a new matter, they moue ſome 
doctozall queſtion, ſome tyme ſuche 4 cox 
cheth neyther heaxen nor earth , which thep 
take pet to ſerue much to they? purpoſe .And 
here (lee) they begin to ſpzead their armes, 
out of /o/zze doctoure, 


out their logiſmes, their maiors, minors, 
#cacluſions, their corollaries,# moſt balde 
ſuppoſitions,with ſuche other trifles befoze 
therude people, as it they were in cheit moſt 
ruffe diſputing Pro & cõtra in their ſcholes. 
Reſteth now the lilt Act oꝛ part, wherin it be» 
houeth chem to ſhew loꝛth al their cunning & 
profundity. Pere now (map chaunce) thep 
come foꝛib tb ſom foliſh tale takẽ aut of vitag 
pauii, oz geſta Romanotũ, 1 — 
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lame buch Allegorically, T logica 5 
am-Anagogically., And — much =» 
this race ooo they knitte vp all their Chime- 
ra, oꝝ ſcraunge ſhaper beaſt , with ſundꝛier 
ſaztes of fomes and falhions chan tuer Ho- 
race biſcrtbed it, inthe begynnyng of hys 
boke De arte Poericaa. 

But they haue learned, J wotte neuer of 


Oration mutt bee taulmely vttred without 
anplowde vopce,02 exclamation, So they 
therefaze beginne their preambles fo ſtilly, 
as ſcarce they can heare their owne vopces, 
perhaps becauſe it auaileth them to ſpeake 
fomewhat, that none ſhould vnderſtande, 

They haue heard alſu how cryings out mult 
ſometimes be v{ed tomone vppe mens affec⸗ 
cions:and therefoze ſpeakyng a pꝛetie whyle 
all ſtillp, euen at a bzunt they fall into a ſk2e- 
king keye, and fill mens eares with a crying 
ſbꝛilleneſle, where they haue leaſt nede at al. 
Moꝛeouer becauſe they haue reade in Rhe- 


toryke bokes, that an Oration ſhould ſome⸗ 
what kindle, and ware hote in pꝛoceſſe of ar⸗ 
gumentes: Thep, in euery part of their Ser · 
Mons , the entrie into the ſante being ſomes 
what moze demurely pꝛonounced, by and by 
N doo 


whome, that the entrie and beginning of an. 
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doo fall intoo a wonverotts lowde chafyng 

voyce, bee the matter they entreate of neuer 
fo colde, and aue ofſo , as if their bjeathes 
failed th. Lallly hauing viverſtood,tharRe- 
thoricians geue certayne pzecepts of laugh 
ter ſterryng, they alſo peyne them ſelues to 
enterlace their Sermons with ſome me 
tonceites: but (O the will of God) how 

of grace be the ſame*and how aptly bzotight 
in their right places ): f an Aſſe were ſet ro 
playe on a Gitterne. Somtimes allo they fare 
as they woulde nippe folke with their quip- 
pies, but ſo feyntly(God knoweth) as rather 
they do tickle, chã pinch depelier. But neuer 
do they flatter moge kindly , than whan they 
pꝛetende to ſpeake moſt freely , and without 


reſpect. Finally all their caſt in pꝛeaching is 


luch, as a mã would ſweare they had gone ta 
ſchole with theſe Ceretans, ſuch as in Italie 
are wot in the market place ſtãding on ſtal⸗ 
les, oꝛ where Ney may be (een belt, to pꝛeach 
unto the people {a came νν ame pare 


done, keyned medecines, 02 ſac lyke toyes 


of their owne intention, to get money with. 


all, and bleare the ſimples eyes. Which 


Ceretans natheles doe farre paſſe them in 
ele gract: All be it ( ſy Tia © 
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che one ofthem isſolyke the other , as none 
wyll doubt, but epther they haue learned at 
thale,oz thole ar theſe agayne. But what 
bel theſe my trier pꝛeachers to paſſe there 
ſeeing though my pꝛocurement they 
neuer miſle of ſuch, as in hearyng them bee- 
Leue veryly they heare Demoſthenes, and 
Ciceros matches: on which opinion chiefly 
po merchauntes , and good wiues, whole 
1 likpng "fciers do wholp ſtudie ta 
Cat Foz merchants in caſe they be hands 
ſomely gloſed, axe wont to geue them in 
Commendum ſome poztian of theyꝛ miſ- 
gotten goodes, and women belides manp o⸗ 
ther conſiderations are ſpectally enclined to 
them , fo that they are wont to poure into 
they? bolomes what euer euil wyl they beate 
in cheir harts ngaynit their huſbands. Thus, 
pee conſider (I trow) hou muche thys race 
of Religious men, is endetted vnto me, whẽ 
nowe with cheyꝛ Ceremonies and fonde 
fantaſies of theyz owne,now with they2 baits 
{png and cripng out in pulpites, they doe ex⸗ 
erciſe a maner of tyzanny among men, any 
would be connpted foz moze then Paules , oz 
Antonies. But ſeing they be ſuche inglers, 
as can ny wy wunde diſſemble,and ſeme 
not 
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dot to acknowledge mp benefits employed 


on them , then they are otherwiſe craltilie 
counterfeitours of bolyne ſſe, I holde it belk 
to ſpeake no moe of tyem, Foz J long ſoze, 
a litle now to treat ot kinges and pꝛinces 
lines, who moſt playnly, and gentilmanly, 
as gentylmen doe enterteyne me. Chereag 
if they tonſider weli what belongeth to theyz 
eſtates, now J ſee not what life myght bee 
moe carefull then theyꝛs, noz le ſſe to be de ⸗ 
ſpꝛed. F; ſuch e ſhall ncuer thus ſee that 
a kyngdome ſhould epther by vſurpation , oz 
any other wong full title bee ſought foꝛ, as 
doo way with themſelues. wat a charge be 


 futepneth on his ſhoulders, that rygbtly wil 


execute the office of a pꝛince:who takyng vp⸗ 
on hym the rule ol thyngs, doth now admp⸗ 
niſter not his owne , but rather the affayzes 
of many, whereby he ſhould thynk ofnaught 
els but the cõmon weale:obleruing iultly the 
lawes, whereok he is both founder,and over» 
ſeer, to the ende his vpꝛyghtneſſe and inte: 
gritie map be a pꝛeſident ta his bnderrulers 
r epther being iuſt #vercuotts, 
ke a bliſful Carre of luckly aſpect he may 
bzing both health r comfozt to al hic ſubie= 
tes, q; other wile, like a peſtilent Comet, ta 

be 
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be their tuyne and deſtruction. In as much 
as meaner mens vyces be not ſo much mars 
ked, noz ſo largely diuulged. But a Þzince is 
ſet in that plate, where as if he wzie hym ſelf 
neuer ſo little from that becommeth hym, 


ſtrayght wales the infection of the example 


crepeth contagiouſ y to many men. Beſides 
that, how much moze the height ol a pꝛinces 
fortune may bee a meanes to peruerte hym 
from the ryght trade, eyther though pleas 
ſure, libertie, adulation, o delpcateneſſe, ſo 
much the warelier ſhould he reli chem, wat⸗ 
ching dyligentlv, leſt at any time beeing ſe⸗ 
duced, he doo ſwerue from his durtie. And 
laſtly (omitting treaſons, hatreds, and other 
perils 02 dꝛeads, wherwith a inte is infe⸗ 
ſted ) if he remembꝛe how the dome alfoof che 
hygheſt, and moſt rightfull king of all, han⸗ 
geth ouer his head, who ſoone after will cal 
bym to accoumpte for the leaſt fault he bath 
done, pea and that the narowlier , the grea- 
fer ſtate he had committed to hym: 
Theſe thinges, (IJ ſape) and many lyke 
bereto , if a Mince doo perpende well, 
(and perpende them bee miſt needes ik hee 
bach wiſedome) I beleene ſurely hee ſhotld 
take his ſteepe and fode, with lefle ay 
an 
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than a farre meaner perſon doeth , But 
nom, bow many pꝛinces haue you which 
thzough mp pꝛocurement, remitting all care 
and charge hercof to the goddes do foz the 
molt part onely tende they? owne plealure: 
So that admite we feigne now the image ol 
ſome one pꝛince, ſuch as not leldome hath 
ben, a man (foꝛ example) vnlkilled in the 
lawes, enemie in a manner to the comwon 
weale, geuen onelp to his peculier pꝛolite, 
addicted all to volu ptuouſneſſe, an hater of 
learnyng, an hater of libertie, and of the 
truth, caryng nothyng leſſe then foz the 
aduancement of his countrep, but rather aps 
plipng al thinges to his owne pleaſure and 


tommoditie. And now(on gods name) gene The appa- 
. bimachayne about his necke,fo2 token chat ratle ofa 
all vertues ſhoulde agreably be enchapned F#ie . 


in hym: geue him alſoa crowne ſette with 
perle and ſtone, in ligne he ought to excelle 
others in al pꝛincely vertues:then a ſceptre 
in his hand betokenpng iuſtice with an vp⸗ 
tygbt mind on al ſides:laſtly a Robe of pur⸗ 
pꝛe which ſignifieth 3eale and keruent affec⸗ 
tion toward his ſubiects: This manner ap⸗ 
paraile (I ſap) i that pꝛince Gould duely 
conferre wich his liuing: J wene he would 
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be aſhamed to weare it, fearing leſt ſome fine 
expoiico2 might turne al his pompe # ſolem · 
neſle uf royal Robes, into deriſion: namely, 
when he hath no maner part of a pꝛince in 
bym, ſauyng onely the clothing, 

Now like wife what ſay you to Courtp⸗ 
ers: Thele mimon gaybeſeene gentlemen, 
who being fo) the moſt part ag fawnyng, as 
ſeruile, as wptiefle, and as abiect as can be 
deuiſed, wauld be taken pct among all men, 
fo the pꝛincipal. But although their pꝛide 
in other poyntes exceedeth, yet herein ſurely 
they ſhew a great modeſtte, when being con- 
rented to haue their bodyes outwardly gar⸗ 
niſhed with gold, with gemmes, with lilkes, 
and with other repꝛeſentations of vertue and 
wiledome, they geue ouer the ſtudpe , and. 
vle cf the thinges ſelke to other men, not 
caryng howe they leaue theyz myndes na⸗ 
ked , without any apparell of diſcipline: 
reputpng them ſelues moſt happye , koꝛ that 
they haue learned the phzaſe of Court ſpech, 

at every wooꝛde to choppe in theſe goodly 
titles of honour , Your noble Grace, pour 
ropall highneſſe, your excellent Maieſtie. 
And that their faces like viſozs wyll bluſhe 
at nothyng: and finally , that in bourdyng, 
any 


we 
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and in fliringe, they can flatter pleaſantly, 

Fo? theſe bee the qualyties they holde moſte 
meete fo2 a kpnd gentelman , and ruffler of 
the courte, Bt nowe who fo narowlier wauld 
appꝛoche, and enſearch their trade of lyuing, 
ſhoulde fpnde them J warrant you, to bee 
mote blunte and vnwittie , than euer were 
the auncient people ol Phœacia, and thereto 
mode diſſolute chan thoſe woers were that 
deſpzed Penelopes in mariage. Sponſi Pe- 


Sponfi ene; 


lopes nebulo- 


nelopes, pee knowe what foloweth in the nes Alt moiqʒ. 


verſe, which J had rather that Eccho (as te 
euer dooth the later woozdes) ſhould declare 
vnto port. than J. 

Thele mp hoglinges ſleepe euery day till 
mydnoone, and hauyng euen yet their eyes 
full of fleepe , they ſende then foz ſeme hun- 
tyng chaplayne, who whyles they are in ma⸗ 
king ready, oꝛ rather ryſing out of their bed⸗ 
des, may ſing them vp a poſt maſſe. In the 
necke whereofcommes their bzeakfaſt, and 
that ſcantly finiſhed, goe they to diner. After 
that, to the dyſe, to tables, to cardes, oz to 
bowles,now with Jeſters, now wich fooles, 
now with courteſanes, daſices, æ daliaunces 
to tryfle out the tyme, not without one, oꝛ two 
collatids afoze ſupper, and after ſupper their 
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bankets one vpon an other , And thus with» 
but felyng any tediouſnes ofthey? life, they 
paſle ealily ouer bothe houres , dapes mon- 
thes,yeres,and whole ages. In ſo2t that J 
mp lelfe am not ſeldome thzough hauntyng 
with them made the fatter,and gladly would 
neuer part company, ſauing that ſometime 
ſeing howe amonges damopſels and Mas 
dames of the court, they ſhewe themlelues 
in theyz mattreſſes colours commenly do 
baunt them ſelues of that they haue not, 02 
neuer did „J cannot kepe mp ſelfe from 
laughter. Mozeouer ſeeing howe amonges 
thoſe Nymphes and Madames, eche repu- 
tech bir lelke the moze mozthie of honoure 
and e tate, the longer taile ſhe trayneth al⸗ 
ter hir. Seeing allo how the gentlemen of 
the court doe ſhoue one another, and pꝛeaſe 
fo: a ewe of eſtimation to bee next they} 
pꝛince, as who ſapth.depelielt in his fauour, 
And ſeeyng laſtip how they ſtand in they 
owne conceit,muche eſteming them ſelues, 
as the moze wozthy a cappe the reuerence, 
the greater chapnes they haue, and ik they 
deſpred not onely to ſhewe thep? riches in 
wearing th, but alſo chep2 ſtrength of ſhoul- 
ders in bearyng them. But now (on Cat 
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halfe)nolenger then al late daſes, Pope holy 

fathcrs of Nome „ Skarlet cardinals , aud Cardinals 
bleſſing biſhops, haue not onely folowed 9. 
the ſteppes of pzinfes, as touching they} 

pompe and magnificence,bit don atſo whac 

they can to ſurpaſſe them. Pet ſurelp if a vis 

ſhop perpended with himſelfe, what is ment 

by the linen rochet ſo purely of white thac 

be weareth & Mary that his liuing likewiſe 

ſhould be nete, and cleane from any ſpotte - 

oflinne: oz it he thought thus, that his myxre 

beeing deuided ſo intoo two hoꝛnes, eche 

typpe whereof is wyth the lyke knahbe 

gathered together, were let fo) a figure of 

the perfect knowledge bee ought to haue 

both in the olde and new Teſtament , Oz if 

be wiſte that the gloues on his handes did 2 
ſignifie , how he ought as purely, and with. 
out any ſople of woꝛldlyneſſe co adminiſter 

the ſacramenttes : And howe his croliters 

ſtaffe admoniſhed him ok the wakerp charg 

be ſhould take ouer his flocke: And how his 

croſſe bozne befozc him (be hee an Archebi⸗ 

ſhop) pꝛetended victoꝛie ouer al wozldip af: 

kections: Thele figures I lay and many like 

bereto, in caſe a biſhop did conſter & conferre 
accoꝛdingly, I beleue he could not ou 
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lead an he auie and carefull Ipfe : Yea but at 
theſe dayes(J can tel you) they take as little 
thought hzrefoze,as all their thought is how 
they may faire feede them ſelues, remittyng 
all care of their flocke vntoChzilt , oz rather 
reſigning the ſame to luche as they call their 
bicares , and Suffragans. In which caſe 
they remembꝛe little their name , Foz Epi- 
ſcopus, is as much to ſape, as a ſuperinten⸗ 
dent oz watcheman, who bulily tended and 
toke heede to hys charge and commiſſion. 

Powbeit (in deede) as touching fiſhing foꝛ 
money, and heaping vp oftrealour bagges, 
they furniſhe fully that their names impoz⸗ 
teth, and therein ſhew them ſelues to bee no 
blynde watchemen, 

Moꝛeouer, if Cardinals likewiſe did con: 
ſider (ſeeing they chalenge to ſuctede in the 
Apoſtles places) how at cheirhandes alſo is 
required that ſanctitte and perfection, that 
the Apoſtles were ol: And furthcr,how they 
are no Loꝛdes, but rather ſtewardes and ad⸗ 
miniſtratours of ſpiritual gifts  graces,fo2 
the which ſoone after they mult due ly c ex⸗ 


The apparalle actly render accoumpt: Yea ik they dyd but 


of cardinals, 


argue a whple vnto them ſelues vppon th2y2 
garments, æ thinke thus: Pardie the — 
ne ite, 
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nelle, pure neteneſle of this rochet J weare 
on, ſignifieth how J alſo ſhould leade a pure 
t right innocent life. This crymoſen gowne, 
which J haue vnderneth it, admoniſheth me 
I ould be as feruently enflamed in the leue 
of God. This vtter robe alſo beeyng ſo large 
and ſo longe trained, as ſuffyſed to ouerſpꝛed 
mine, the molt reuerende Fathers moyle, were 
ſhe as lofty as any camel, doeth it not pꝛetẽd 
that charitie ſhould abound, and be lo largely 
ſpꝛeade in me, as J ſhould offer my ſelfe coo 
belpe and releeue al men: bee it in teaching, 
exhoꝛting, comkoꝛting, rebukyng, oꝛ adneriis 
ſing my euen Chꝛiſten:oꝛ bee it in appealing 
of warres betwene countreys, oz reſiſtyng of 
wicked pꝛinces, yea 02 in ſpẽding of my blod 
fo Chiiltes ſake , muche moꝛe mp woꝛldly 
goods with a gladde hert:Howbeit J ſee not 
by reaſon , what J ſhould do with woꝛldly 
goodes. J, that take vpon me wholp to imi⸗ 
tate q repꝛeſent the Apoſtles, who like good 
ſoules went poozely and barefooted . Theſe 
things (J ſap) if Cardinals did conſider and 
take wel too heart, they woulde not gape 
ſo gredily after that dignitie , nap wylling⸗ 
lier wold rufuſe it, oꝛ at leſt, as did the Primi 
diue Apoſtles, leade a trauailſome F _ 
F Pp eo, 


Rome. 
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life, in attending to their offices. Pozeoner, 
if theſe thꝛiſe holy fathers, Popes of Rome 
and Chziſtes vicars (as they name them ſel- 
nes.) dyd as earneſtly folow the example of 
Chziſtez lite, in embꝛacing of pouertie, oz 
painkul teaching ofthe people, oz in bearing 
of bis croſſe, and contempt of chis wozld, oz 
ik they dyd but thinke a while vpon the name 
of Pope, which they chalenge peculiarly, + 
is as much toſap , as Father, oꝛ the title of 
maſt holy Father, as they toy to be called, 
Now I ſee not what men in al the wozld 
ſhould (by right) liue in greater carefulneſſe 
e affliction,then thep. Noz J ſce not vpon 
what hope the rankeſt Symomakes ot them 
might recken, if thep recked hereon, that all 
their goodes and faculties were too ſcant to 
deale in bꝛibes to the Cardinalles , foz their 
boyces: o hauing once purchaſed that 
reome with their penny, would then ſo man⸗ 
fully defend &keepe it, boch with ſwoꝛd, with 
poyſon, and with al other fozce. Good L 02d, 
bow manp pleaſures commodities Could 
wiſedome atone plucke bereue them, in caſe 
thep did but once looke her in the face: CA il⸗ 
dame ſaid J? Map, if they had but one grain 
ok that (alt , wheccof Chziſt maketh mentian 
in 
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in the Goſpell , they woulde not hoozd bp ſo 
huge heapes of gold, ſo high mountaines of 
hono)s,ſolarge dominions, ſo many martial 
victozies, ſo many offices, ſo many diſpenſas 
tions, ſo many reuenues, ſo manp taxes, ſo 
man pa dons, no? keepe ſuch a number of 
pampꝛed hozſes,# ſlitke ſhoꝛne Moyles, noꝛ 
hold ſuch a court and card about ihem , with 
infinite other ſalaces, to abounde, o2 rather 
ſwpmme in delites. Pee ſce(Jtrow)in theſe 
few woꝛds, how great a fayze, & in maner a 
ſea ol pleaſures q woꝛʒldly wealthyns J haue 
ſet afoze pou, In place wherok is there any 
ok you thinketh , chat Peters ſucteſſours at 
thefe dayes,wold willingly embyace fafting, 
watching, teares in vehement p2apcr, dayly 

zeaching , ſtudying on the Scripture, oz 

ghing at mens offences, with chouſande os 
ther ſuch dꝛery troubles , whiche they dayly 
ſhould then be ſubiect to : Oz doo ycu iudge 
N they coulde eaſily finde in their 

artes, that ſo many Scriueners, ſo many 
Regiſters, ſo many Notaries , ſo many Ads 
ttocates, ſo many Pzomoters , ſo many Se⸗ 
tretaries, ſo many Boyle Litters, ſo many 
Hozſekeepers, ſo many Gentlemen ok houf⸗ 


Aertuts aps 
ſcolike · 


holde ſo manpe Appleſquiers, ſo manye 


Baudes, 
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Bauvs, (J had almoſt ſpoken a ſofter wo)d, 
buc J feare me it would haue ſounded harder 
to pour eares:) bꝛiefly, ſogreat a rabiement 
of ſundzyp men as doo weigh downe ( Jcrye 
you mercy ) I meant, doo waite on the See 
ofKome,ſhould haue cauſe to trie cut on the, 
when with the turne of an hande, thzough 
their conuerſion to a ſobzer ceurſe of liuyng, 
thoſe might wel penough be dꝛiuen to die fox 
hunger? ſpecialipſeeing aboue the rigour 
and extremitte of ſuch anhepnous act, a farre 
moze deteſtable inconuenience ſhoulde fol- 
lowe, when therby the pꝛinces ſelle, and pyl⸗ 
lers of the church, yea the very Lampes (on 
Gods name) which light the wozld,ſhould be 
called backe againe to a bag and a ſtaffe3 
whereas els they haue founde out ſo good a 
ſhift and cor ueighance, what euer labour oz 
tople belongeth to their offices, to caſt, it 
wholy on Peter and Paules ſhoulders , who 
haue lepſour penough to weelde it, whiles 
they may (ſo good cheape reſerue vnto them 
ſelues, all the pleaſure and commodities of 
the ſame ? wherby it commeth to paſſe, & all 
thzough mp dꝛikt, that no kinde of men lyue 
mote delicately, no2 with leſſe care, thẽ theſe 


holy fathers doo, Fo; as fo; Chꝛiſt, be/thep |. 


thinke) 
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| thinke,) may eaſily yenough be pleaſed , ſa 


long as they ſhew them ſelues like Popes 


in their myſtical Pontificalibus, bolſtred vp 


with ceremonies , and titles of bleſledneſle, 
reuerendnes, and ſanctitie, to bleſſe & curſe 
whom they lyſt; what fo2 the reſt it is ſtale 


wich them, and out of ule at theſe dayes, ta da 
mpꝛacles: painful to teach the people: cho⸗ 


lerike to expound ſcripture: too idle a thing 


ta pꝛap: farre moe mylkſoplike & woma⸗ 


niſh, to caſt foꝛth teares:wile, to be needy: dil 
honozable, to be ouercome: q moſt vnſitting 
fo2 them, who ſcantly wpl admpt kings and 
Emperours tothe kiſſing ok their feete. Fi⸗ 
nallp,ic is an vnſauery thing to dye: and as 
repꝛochable to be hanged on the croſſe. So 
that refuling to ſtande tv any of theſe harde 
conditions, they reſt onely vppon feates of 
Armes, with alſo choſe ſugred and dulcet 
Bene dictions ok theirs „ mentioned vy 


Paule, with a thouſande whereof J weene 


they woulde part moꝛe liberaily, then with 
one penny: and ſticke hardly to their Inter⸗ 


dictions „ Sulpentions , Aggrauations, 


Nedaggrauations, Anathemiſations, and 
paynted Pictures ſette vp in Churches, 


| **p2eſencing ſuch as they note fo curſed, oz 


beretikes, 
24 
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heretikes, wich alſo that their dzeadful thun- 
derbolt of Excomminicatton, the dint wher⸗ 
of at their ouely beckt, is able to bing downe 
ſeelp loules a thouſande myles beyonde the 

deepeſt dungeon in hell: which thunder bolt 
they leuel yet againſt no men ſa vehemently, 
as againſt thole , whorhzbtigh the Dinelles 
inſtinction doo goe abcut to crop Peters pa» 


- triimorſie: which (fo2 al Peters tune woꝛdes 


in the Goſpel : Lond. we haue leaft al, to fol 
lowe thte ) chey expound to be landes, citier, 
taxes, cu lome c, and dominiont. Fo) maintes 
nance whereof, whiles kindled with the fer 
vent tale of Chzilke , they fight both with 
ſwozd,and with fire,then they wene they doo 
gaply, und Apoſtolically defend Chyiftes el. 
poiiſe che church, in tebutting and maufully 
(as thep ſay(fozechaling of her enemies. As 
who laich, there be any enimies moze perni⸗ 
tious ti Chʒiſts church, tht wicked biſhops 
them ſelues + who ſuffer Chziſtes name foz 
lacke of their dayly temẽbꝛing, to grow one 
of the peoples knowledge: and doo bynde 
Chzilte to rercaine money lawes of their 
owne : and with u zeſted gloſes and expoſt- 
tions, doo baſtard hym: and laſtly, though 
ve abhominable preſident of * life , doo 
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efteſoones crucifie hym. In ſoꝛt, that where · 
as Chꝛiſtes Churche was firſt founded vp⸗ 
on the blood of him hir authour , and rapſey 
bp with the blood of the Apoſtles, and en: 
larged with the blood of ſo many marty28% 
now, as though Chꝛiſt were no Chziſt , oz 
that he were not able as befoze to conſerue 


hys choſen, they in hir defence doo try their 


quarels onely at the ſwoꝛdes point. 

That wheras warre (to ſpeake abſolutely) 
is ſo cruell and deſpiteous a thyng, as rather 
it becommech wilde beaſtes, than inen, ther⸗ 
to ſp furious and ragyng, as the verye Po- 
etes doo fapne ; that the Furies of hell doo 
let it lippe : alſo ſo peſtilent a thyng, as 
d2aweth foz traine all frothe and coꝛruption 
ok manners after it: Further ſo bniuſt a 
thing, as foꝛ the moſt parte is beſt executed 
by the verieſt thecues# diſtreſſours that be: 
and laſtly ſo vnchziſtian a thing, as in no» 
thing accoꝛdeth with Chꝛiſt. Het doo theſe 
mp Romiſh prelates, ſetting al other things 
aſide, onely ſtudie and employ their time on 
warre. In which exerciſe pe ſhall ſee ſome of 
them being ſo olde & waſted, that their bones 


ag, and pꝛenely * 2 ag it they 


were 
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were waxenpoung againe: neyther ſparing 
fo2 coſte, no weryed though labours, ne 
any thyng grudged in mynde 02 agaſt at it, 
though thereby all lawes, religion, peace, 
and tranquilitie in humaine things bee tur» 
ned topletturuie, Fo) woozke they neuer ſo 
vngodlp, yet faple they not of ſome gioſers 
learned men, who in hope of pꝛomotion, 
will name and expounde this their opẽ mad · 
neſſe to bee a Zeale , tu be a Pietie, to bee a 
Spiritual manhood in them, bꝛinging it by 
anew found meanes to paſſe, that now ami 
may thzuſt his ſwoꝛde into his bzothers bel 
lp, obſeruyng neuertheleſſe that loue & per⸗ 
fecte charitie, which Chꝛyſt byddeth eche 
Chziſtian to owe another, And truely Jam 
as pet in doubt, whether MD in Almaine 
have geuen, 02 rather taken example here · 
at: ſepng that ſomewhat platnlter,# without 
any obſeruaunce at all, vſed either in theyz 
wede, oꝛ bliſſing, wich ſuch like Ceremonies 
as Byſhops woulde bee kuowen by, they 
doo playnely ſhewe themlelues to bee tem · 
pozal Pꝛinces, in ſoꝛt that in a manner they 
compt it vilitie fo2 them to pelde they bali⸗ 
aunt ſoules ta God, any where elle than in a 
foughten fielve, 
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And nowe, doo not „ge Prieſto(trowe Pileſtes. 


pe ) cling as neere as they can to they pꝛe⸗ 
lates deuotion + fo2 (loe ) howe warlike 
both wyth ſwooꝛdes, with ſtaues , and wich 
ſfones, pea and by the teeth alſo the good 
vicars can ſtriue fo2 they? tptherightes? and 
howe narrowly looke they to finde in olds 
mitte oz indoctours ', any ſentence ſeruing 
fo2 their purpoſe, to geue terrour thereby to 
their ſunple pariſhioners , yeat beare them 
downe , that they ought to pate-moze than 
their tenthes limited, But fo2 al they? dili⸗ 
ence in that behalte, they are as vndiligent 
remembyers what is wꝛiten in many places 
ok ſcripture concerning their dueties , and 
what they on the other part ought to render 
and repate vnto the people. No not theyꝛ 
ſhauen crownes at leaſt can warne the, howe 
Mieſtes mult be free from all woꝛldlineſſe, 
to paſſe on nothing elle, ſaupng heauenlye 
treaſure. But ſooner at theſe dayes my Jolie 
ſy Tohns duo take it fo2 a ſufficient furniture 
of their roomes, as long as they mumble o⸗ 
ner they parti ſe ſeruice, they care nat howe 
ralbelp ich ( on my katth) J wonder what 
— + + ſcepng they 
hemſckurs doo almoſt neptherheare , no2 

P. i. wote 
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wote what they ſap, when onelp wych they 
lppes they make acertaine buzz ing, no whit 
pꝛoceeding from the hart. Dowbe it to ſaye 
the truth)it is a common tatch naturally ge · 
uen to all men alwel as pzieſts,to watch well 
fo: they} owne lucte: foꝛ none is ſo vnſkil- 
full, that in this point can not ſcan the lawes 
to the vttermoſt. But in cale there bee auy 


waight o2 charge thereon depending, that 


the clergie hach politikely learned to caſt on 
others ſhoulders . Fo2 lyke as pꝛinces are 
wont to oꝛdeyne vnder them many Depn- 
ties and officers, who lykewyſe doo ſubſti⸗ 
tute Subdeputies in their ſteedes, ſa dooth 
the Clergic of their goodneſle and ſinguler 
mode ſtie, remitte all care ol holyneſſe to the 
lay people, and late folke charge ſuch there 
with as they cal Eccleſiaſtical oz Churche⸗ 
men, as who ſayth, al maner Chꝛiſtians hav 
not to doo with the Church, oꝛ as if they pꝛo⸗ 
feſſed no luche thyng by they? firſt vowe of 
Bapriſme. Then againe pꝛieſts that are na- 
med Seculers, as dedicate tothe. wozlbe and 
not to Chꝛiſt, doo laie all this burden on re- 
guler pieſtes, who likewiſe turne ic over 


to religious mẽ, and religious men at anta | 
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ter rule. But al with one aſſent doo calt their 
charge on Friers neckes, who natheles linde 
a meanes pet to conuep the ſame to e 
of the charterhuſe, in which only oꝛder, hos 
lines as in hir graue lyeth hidden, pea and fo 
hidden, as ſcant at any time ſhe can be ſeen, 
Likewiſe holy fathers of Rome in tender cõ⸗ 
ſideratið of the dayly buſines, wherwith they 
are occupied about their money harueſt, are 
faine to put Biſhops in truſt with all other 
tootoo Apoſtolike labours. But Byſhops 
diſdepne not thzough humilitie to let Par- 
ſons ſupplie they? roomes : And Parſons 
lyke good fellowes woulde theyz Vicares 
ſhould haue the doyng therof : Then Vicars 
ſticke not to ſuffer friers to eucroche vppon 
them: And they againe make reſignement 
thereof, to ſuch as dayly doo ſhere the woull 
of Chꝛiſtes pooze flocke, 

But (hola) it is beſt foz me to ſtoppe here, 
ſeeing J tooke not vpon me to boult out the 
maner ol biſhops and pꝛieſts linings now a 
daies:leaſt any mã ſhould deeme howe J ras 
ther entended to rattle vp their vices, than to 


ſpzedde myne owne pꝛaiſe, on leaſt ye might Foe err \ 
- miſtake me, as if god and vertuous pzinces 10 br" 


wers taunted of mee, whiles fooliſhip actoꝛ · lethor the 


P. iu. dyng 
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wicked and 
not ofthe 
good men. 


lied with 
Follie. 


Foztune # | 
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ding to my cuſtome J do commend the wic⸗ 
ked. Nap rather I haue couched thus much, 
with few woꝛds, to the end it may apprare, 
how no moꝛtal man can liue ſweetely in ioy 
and ple aſure, vnleſſe he bee a bzother of my 
fraternitie, c haue mee to his friend c good 


lady. Foz elſe, who is be dare laoke fo2 good 


hap, ſeeing Fortune hir ſelle, the guidꝛeſſe 
ok al woꝛldly chaunces, is ſo much bent on 
my ſide, as euer foʒ the moſt part ſhe is hcas 
up mailtreſle, & cõtrarious to theſe wiſemẽ, 
whereas to fooles on the other ſide ſhee dea⸗ 
leth hir gifres ſo largely, as if ſhe crammed 
the ſame into their niouthes whiles they are 
ſleepyng. De remember (Ftrowe ) what 
is wzitten of Timotheus that foztunate cap» 
taine ofthe Athenians, whoſe good hap and 
ſucceſſe in thynges gaue kyꝛſt place to thys 
pꝛouerbe, S eepe he neuer ſo faſt his nette cats 
cheth for im. (FJqꝑ pee ſhall vnder ſtande, 
that of his cõtinual pꝛoſperous fo2tune pain» 
ters tooke occaſton to pourtray his image 
ſleeping, foztune inthe meane whiles thꝛo⸗ 
wpng into his nets both cities c domtnids.) 


And likewiſe this other pzonerbe , 7he 


howlat ſueth( wherby was ment, chat like as 
* whã the howlat is conſecrate, was 
Went 
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wont to giue good e happie ſucteſſe to ma- 
ny ofthe Athenians purpoſes vnaduiſedly 
enterp2iſed : Sa likewiſe chatarmie, which 
had Timotheus once fo} captaiue, was euer 
victoʒious, though ten to one it ſhoulde haue 
chaunced otherwyſe. But theſe pzouerbes 
on the other ſide doo make againſt wiſemen. 
He was borne wnder an vuluckie moone , or 
vppon a croſſe daye - Dy, he hath Seians horſe 
(which hozle as wiiters doo affy2zme , had 
fo: his beautie diuers mayſters ſucee ſſiuely 
who all at laſt had euill ende.) Oz /e hath 
gotten Toloſan golde, ( the owners whereof 
ſped no better than the fozmer) with many 
ſuch other pꝛouerbes, which J hold it beſt to 
ouerpaſſe, leaſt ye thought J had robbed my 


kriende Eraſmus Adagies, To returne ther- 


foꝛe to my matter, J ſape, that Fortune fa» 
uourech men not of the molt fozecaft,andlo» 


uech bolde hazardours , ſache as refuſe no uaunteth. 


chaunce ofthe dyſe. But wyſedome maketh 
men the warer , and mote fearefull, to ad⸗ 
uenture any thing. Mhereloꝑe pe (ce dayly 
how thele wiſemen are euer pounded in beg⸗ 
gerp and neceſſitie , and fedde with ſmoke, 
leadpng fooꝛch theyz times as vnregarded, 
bueſteemed, and vnaccepced, 

Wheras 


Fooles od: 
taine p20- 


motions be- 
foze wyſt 
men. 
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Whereas mp fooles on the other ſpde 
doo flowe in rycheſſe and pzomotions , and 
ko; ſhozte doo flouriſhe on all ſpdes -, Foz 
ſurely, and ik pee compt it noſmall parcel 
of felicitie to ſtande in good grace wyth 
great men, x liue familiarlp amonges thoſe 
mp golden gods; nowe J ſee not what wyſe⸗ 
dome can auaile you , nay rather howe it 


ſhotild not much diſpzofit you,[eeing they foz 


the moſt part being vnlearned , doo repꝛoue 
learning, as that thep know not On if Ry- 
cheſſe be tobe ſought foꝛ, I pꝛay you . 
gaine can the merchant haue, when as wile⸗ 
dome biddeth, his conſcience at any tyme 
ſhould dagger! at a falſe othe, oz being taken 
wich a plain lie, he did bluſh therat, o ſet but 
a barlp cozne by al choſe grudging doubtes, 
that wiſemen put vpon theft #vſury, Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer, who ſo gapeth after ſpiritual digrities 
and promationt, (as there be rauens yenough 
that watch fo2 ſuche carein ) let him thinke 
that an aſſe 02 a cowherd ſhal ſooner bee ad: 
tanced to the ſame than any wiſe, oz learned 
man. Then in caſe thou eſteemeſt womens 
loue and daliaunce (which ſure is one of che 
greteſt parts of mp play) They good podes 
are wholy, addicted to fooles and trifletal- 
kits, 
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kers, veanone otherwiſe do abhozre and ſhun 
a wiſeman,chan they would doe a Scorpion, 
B1iefelp,who ſoener they be, that entende to 
line frankly in feaſt and gladneſſe, foꝛ the 
fpꝛſte poynt wpll ſee well that Maiſter Sage 
bee ſhut out of the doꝛes, and ſooner let in a- 
ny maner beaft then him. 

Fynallp, what ener ſpde pee tourne you 
to, be it to Pꝛelates, to Pꝛinces, Judges, Nu 
lers, friendes, oz enimies, all thing is gotten 
fo2 money, which lpke as a wyſeman diſpi⸗ 
ſety ſo I thinke it be, becauſe hee canne not 
come by it, it ſtandeth ſo far fro:n his reache, 
as yt the Fox would eat no Grapcs. Nell, 
albeit there bee no ende no} meaſure of my 
pꝛaiſes, vet it mull behoue me at laſt to make 
an ende of my talke, J wpll leaue therefoze . 
So that firſt I may bztefely touch vnto you, 
how J want not of many great Authozs,wha 
with theyꝛ wzitings e deeds alſo haue blaſo⸗ 
ned and ſet me fozth,leaſt els perchaunce ye 
might iudge that foolyſhly J! ande in mine 
owne conceit, oz Lawyers might vle cauul- 
lati ons agapult me, ſaping, J alleadged no 
Books foꝛ my pzoofe + Go to therkoꝛze, let 
ys alledge ſomewhat fo2 our ſelfe, and rec: 
hearſe vp as they doe, thinges nothinge {er- 
15 P. b. | uing 
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uing to the purpoſe,  Sofpzit Jſap, chat 
none wyll denpe this olde ſawe to bee true, 
how wheras the thing it {elf wãteth, there 
it is beſt at leaſt to counterfet the ſame, 
wherevpon young childzen that go to ſchole, 
haue fo2 one of theyꝛ fyꝛſte leſſons this verſe 
of Cato taught them, whiche layeth: It is 
moſt wiſdome for a man in place to coũ- 
rerfet Folly. 
Now therefoze I pzaye pau conſyder with 
your ſelues, hom great a weale and benefyte 
muſt Folly in deede be, wheras the counter: 
kayting and ſhadow onely ofthe ſame, deſer⸗ 
neth ſo much pꝛayſe at learned men. 
Among ſt rohom mine owne good Horace, 
as a fatte and kame fedde hoglynge of Epi- 
cures heard, aduiſeth men to mingle Fol- 
lye wich their graue counſels ( albeit che 
addition he makech of ſhozt Follpe, was not 
all ofthe cunningeſt.) 
Alſo in an other place hee ſapeth, : it a ſwete 
thing to bee a foole whan place requyreth : 
And then againe he confeſlech he had rather 
be holden for a Foole and an idyote, then beinge 
wiſe, to be barkg4 at, and bitten of euery body 
And Homer lykewiſe, whereas in all _ 
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tions he pꝛapieth and commendeth Telema- 
chus, yetindiuers places he is wont co call 
hym childiſh and imprudent, which name 
theſe wiiters of Tragedies doe gladly fo a 
token of good luck geue toboyes, and ſtrip- 
lynges. But foz Gods ſake, what is els con- 
taind in Homers whole poeſies of the ſacred 
Boke called Ilias, ſaue onely the contentious 
debates of foolyſh Kinges, and foolyſhe peo⸗ 
ple: wherbp it appeareth, that al the world 


is full of Fooles, as Cicero ſapde rtghtlye, . 
in which ſofew wozdes he gaue meas ablo- A ates. 


lute and ample a p2aple as might bee, Fo 
who is hee that knoweth not the value and 
goodneſſe of a thinge to be moze acceptable, 
the largelyer and moze copiouliye that the 
ſame is ſpꝛed into all parts. But it may bee 
(vee wyll ſape) that Chziſten men gene no 
credence to theſe panim Autours: in whiche 
cale(if pee thinke ſo good) J am content toa 
pꝛoppe bp, and foumde (as Doctozs ſap) mp 
pꝛayſes vp ſuch textes as faꝝ witneſſe ofthe 
ſame J ſhall fetch out of holy ſcripture. F yꝛſt 
of all pꝛapinge diuines ol theyꝛ lawe full fas 
uour, that they wyll lycence mee ſo ta doe. 
Next than becauſe I take a great * in 
and, 
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hand, and it were no good manner to call che 
Muſes eftſoones from they fountayne of 
Helicon, to tome backe ſo great a tourney 
as is ftom thence hyther, namely foz a matter 
ſmally perteining co their faculty, peraduen a 
ture it were better wiſhed ol mee, whiles J 
playe the Dactreſſe of Diuinitie, and paſſe 
though theſe bzambles, that the ſoule of 
Duns would a litle leaue Sorbone College, 
and enter into mp bzeſt,be be neuer ſo thoꝛny 
and fuller ot pꝛickles than is any vꝛcheon, ta 
depart agapne when J haue done once, & it 
he lyſt to the Galowes, 

That woulde God J might pꝛoperlp take a 
new countenaunce,and were clad in a Doc- 
terlyke apparel:ſauyng Jfeare leaſt ſome of 
vou would lay theft to my charge, as though 
F had pꝛiuplye picked our maiſtet Doc: 
toꝛs cũning out of their ſtudy deſks, becauſe 
Ican ſo much Diuinitie without Booke, 


But haue pe nomeruell though my contintt- 
al and daily conterſation amongſk Doctozs, 
maketch mee to beare away ſome one wozde 
o2 other: ſeeing the Figtree image of Pria- 
pus could in pꝛoceſſe oł time, as his Maiſter 
read Homer, marke and remember ſome 
Grecke yocables, 


Am 


I he prayſe of folly: 


And lykew iſe Lucians Cocke though long 
continuance and tonuerſinge amongſt men, 
dyd learnt ſo perfectly them ſpeche. But 
now (on Gods name) ts our matter: Solo- 
mon the Eccleſiaſt wyiteth in his fyꝛſt chap» 
ter, that the number of fooles 6 infyntte, Now 
where be ſpeaketh of an tnfynice number, is 
it not as much, as if he compꝛehended al men 
therein, ſauyng onelp a certapne, ſo fewe, ag 
I tan not tell if at any time they were ſeene 
at al? Much moꝛe expꝛeſly doch Ierem ie 
confeſſe the ſame : for eche man (ſapeth hee) 
is made a foole in his owne wiſdome: So only 
vnto God hee loweth wifedome, and allig⸗ 
neth Folly loꝛ peculier vnto all men. | 
Then agapne a litle aboue chat, hee woulde 
no man ſhoulde glory in his owne wiſedome . 
and why ſo mine owne good Hieremy: For. 
ſoothe( wil he ſay) for that man hath no wyſe 
dome at all. But to retourne agayne to the 
Eccleſiaſt. hat ment he (tram pee) by hys 
pꝛoteſtation, when hee lowdlpe cryed out ſo, 
V anitie of vanities aud allis vanitie: What > 
but(as afoze I ſapde)that this humapne life 
gs but a certayne great playe of Fol⸗ 
iy: confy2ming{(as wha lapeth) that noble 
ſentence of Cicero a Uſe alorg recited, * 


The prayſe of folly 


all this world is full of Fooles , WPoeover 
where the other wile Eccleſiaſticus ſapde, A 
Foole chaungeth like the CMoone,but .a wiſe 
man abydeth in one ſtate as the Sunne what 
{pgnifycdheels hereby? but that mankynde 
is altogether foolyſhe, and God only deſer⸗ 
uech the name of wildome. Foz pe ſhal vnder- 
ſtand, that by the Poone (accoꝛdinge to the 
expolition of Doctozs) is kygured mankind, 
and by the Sonne, wh iche is the head and 
fountapne ok all light, is ment God himlelk, 
the father and ozigmall of all ſappence. 
Whereunto this maketh greatly,thatChyiſft 
hymſelfe inthe Goſpell,denied any man to 
bee called good, ſauing God hym ſelfe. 
Now therfoze ik euery man that is not wyſe, 
muſt be holden fo foslyſh, and whoſaeuer is 
good, is wile alſo, (ac coding as the Stoikes 
doe affirme) than per conſequent pee muſt 
needes confeſſe, chat moꝛtall men are altoge⸗ 
ther wꝛapped in the bandes of Folly. 
Furthermoze, Solomon in his twenty and 
fine chapter ſayeth: Folly maketh Fooles 
glad: wherein he confeſſeth plapnip, that no- 
thing in this Iþfe can be werte oz pleaſant, 
bnleſle that Folly peelde the lantevnco — 
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and hereunto maketh that ſaying alſo : who 
exhorteth you to wiſedome, exhorteth you too 
ſorrow: and in much underſtanding, is muche 
indignatiomand doth not this noble pꝛeacher 
plapnelp confirme the ſame, ſaping in his vii. 
chapter T hat the harte of a wiſeman it wher- 
as ſorrow it, and the hart of a Foole wheras 
gladneſſe is. Therefoze Solomon thought it 
not luffictent to cõſume time about the knows 
lege of wiſdd,vnles he further hold buſy him 
ſelfe to know me alſo, That in caſe pe ſmaliy 
beleue me, mark J pꝛai pou his owne woꝛds 
in the fyꝛſt chapter: And I haue appiyed my 
bart (ſapeth he) to know wiſedome and lear- 
ning,and lykewy ſe to know errours and Follye: 
wherein pou mult note chis well, how it ma; 
keth much foꝛ my dignitie, that hee putteth 
Follp in the later place, namelye ſeeinge the 
Eccleſiaſt, oz Churche Pꝛeacher wꝛote it, 
and pardy ye know how the church oꝛder wil 
leth, that who ſo is kyꝛſt in dignitie, hall goe 
laſt in place, to the ende that how euer in o⸗ 
ther pointes, vet herein atleaſt pe do obſe 
the pꝛecept of the Goſpell, | | 
But Folly to be farre moꝛe noble and excel- 
lent than wildome, JI weene J can pꝛoue you 
by wicneſle of the Eecleſiaſticus, who ſoeuer 
<a was 
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wis authoꝛ ot that booke in the xlitit, chap 
ter of the ſame:whoſe text ſurely J hold it not 
beſt to recite vnto vou, betoꝛe pe (de what ſhal 
haue aided the induction of mine argument, 
with anſwering handſo mly vnto me, lyke as 
Plato fntroduceth thoſe that diſpute with So- 
crates ta doe. 

So kyꝛſt I demaunde ot vou, what things to 
your iudgement ought ſooneſt co bee kepte 
cloſe and hidden , other thoſe that are pꝛe⸗ 
tious and rare to be gotten,o2 other that are 
vile and dogcheape in euery place: doe pee 
holde pour peace: Now ſurely how e- 
uer yee would diſſemble, pet ſhall this olde 
Greeke pꝛouerbe anſwer foꝛ pou : the water 
Pot ur ſet beh; ynde euery adore : the aucto2ytie 
of which pꝛouerbe let none of pou bee ſo vn⸗ 
godly to refel, ſeing Ariſtotle bimſelfe, the 
God of our maiſter Doctours doch in many 
places recite it: and in ſadneſſe J can rot 
thinke, that any of you all is ſo mad, to leaue 
golde oꝛ pꝛecious ſtones in the high waye: 
nat rather pe lay them vp in pour moſt ſecret 
cloſets, pet, tbatsnot ſufliſing, ve doble lock 
them in the ſtrongeſt cofers pee haue, whers 
as durt pe leaue lyinge Rill on the dunghill, 
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wiſevome which he fozb 

is farremine vile than dich mal 
ed vp and 


as cloſe as may be: And now Jam 2 
to rehetſe pot his owne 2 
Better ir the man that hydeth his Jolie! 

he who bydeth his wiſedome. 

But what {ap uto thys, that ran 
attribui to a tertayne 
and 'whitenes al iature, 

wiſemen fo} þzoude and e [0s 
thers ſaue chemſelueg* Foz lo do J plapnelp 
take the meunyg of the Eccleſiaſte inthe. x, 
chapicer, Bi a FT fake be)ehat watbeth 
in the ſtyert being hymſelfe vawiſe, ſuppoſeth 
all men to be ae he . Now is it nt (N 
bebe gentilnelle 
5 fo Murr tente _ and 
felowe + thit whereas noi fobuſe 
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2 1 noz Paul doctor ax 
the gentils thought ſcoꝛne therof, when wyis 
ting to the Se laydꝛ / ſpeakit ar 
vnmiſe that [ more then othert. & c. ag who 
ſaieth it were a great diſhonour foz him tobe 
ouercame in follie But here (loe) mee 
thinkes Jheare how J am hiſled ac by ſome 
of theſe greeke pꝛoleſſaurs, who udp ſcrips 
ture in chatcounge , and make as though o⸗ 
ther doctours at theſe dapes ſawnothing,no» 
moze than crowes doe when they eyes are 
peckt out, whiles with certaine annotations 
ofthetr owne , they goe about iovuſke mens 
eyes as with ke 4.amang-which. ſo:te of 
note makers, my friend Eraſmys, whom ol. 
ten lo honours (a Lnge doo 
mention, may be counted the lecande, if not 
un 8 like yenongh) wyl tepꝛoout 
D what a fog allegartondschis, 

Le a : and bowe-meete a. witneſſe 
dame Folhe to baing in d whereas the 
ties meanyng is „ then 
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The prayſe of follie, 
the end yet he ſhould not be hold? fo2 a baits 
glozious vaunter , in that he made hym ſelfe 
coequall with the other, he added as by cos 

I moze then other: ſignifping ther⸗ 
by, not onely he was mateche to tle 
other Apoſtles, but ſomewhat alſo their ſus 
periour: whiche although he woulde ſhould 
be taken fox very trueth, pet leaſt the arro⸗ 
gant auowing thereof myght partly haue 
offended mengeares , he dyd firſt ſhielde the 
ſame with the pꝛetext of Follie , (ſaping) I 
ſpeake it as the vnwiſer, becauſe he wyſk 
what on fooles baue tu ſpeake truth 
without offence, 
| Well, what euer Baule meant , when 
be wzoce thus, J leaue hardely to them to 
diſpute on: becauſe J wyllynglyer doo fol« 
low the aucthoꝛitie ok other grofle # fat Do⸗ 
ctoꝛs, who among vulgare folke,are in greas 
teſt reputation, ſo farfozth as a great part of 
learned men alſo had leuer (by God)foz moze 
ſuretie be deceined with them, then iudge 
bppon righter knowledge with cheſe ſtu⸗ 
diers of the Scripture in the thzee tongues. 
Fo2 no man ſettech moꝛe by theſe ſmatterers 
in che Greeke tongue, then they would do by 


asmany chattering Jayes: chiefly leeing 
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that a certayne;;glozpous doctoure, whoſe 
nene I voe ſuppeſle fon the none, leſt elg 
theſe Japes would chatter this greeke taunt 
agaynſt hym, An ſe to the hee, doth in 
expoundyng both magiſtrally and theolo- 
gically this ſelle ſame text from this popnct 
kz warde, / more than others, make it to be 
the head of a yew. ({ntence , pnttyng allo a 
new clefic and duaiion in the ſame, which 
ſurely he could dener haue dune, without a 
wonderous conyeighance of:Logike . But 
f:2 mote plaineſſe I will repete vnto pou his 
owne woc des. not onely in fozme., but alſo 
in matter (as ſcholemen lap: And this was 
bis expoſition, / p eabe it as the more vnwiſe 
(that is to (ay quod he) in caſe I ſeeme vn- 
wiſe vrtp gag, bepauſe I do cexquall my ſelſe 
weto the 25 Apoſtles than more vnwiſe 
wyll au eprmpt me, in anancyng my. ſelfe a- 
fere them, euertheleſſe this godly ers 
paſitour not much beneath that, as if be han 
foꝛgotten him ſelke, falleth quite into an os 
ther ſenſe , But whereabout goe J nome: 
Shall | and to one onelp example in my 
defence , ſeeing all doctours take it com⸗ 
monly fox theyꝛ pꝛiuilege, to ſtretch out hea« 
W is to fappholp mit) lpł ea cheuerel 

ſkynne 
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ſaynne ? Seing allo how in Paules epiſtles, 
the wozdes of ſcripture fare as if they were 
of contrary ſenſes, wheras beeing ſet in their 
ryght places, they do vary neuer a deale, if 
we geue credite to Hierome - Fo2 when 
Paul ſaw at Athenes an Altare dedicate. ta 
the Gods i the entitlyng wherof he thought 
good ta b ing in foꝛ a pꝛofe c cozrobezation 
ofthe Chꝛyſten belt eke, leaving all the reſt 
that made agaynſt his purpoſe, he toke onely 
the two latter wozdes of the ſame, ( which 
were theſe)to the vnkzowne god, pet in ſome 
part he was content to chaunge them to: fo 
the whole ſuperſcription was let vp in this 
maner: To the gods of Aſia, Europa, and A- 
frica, to the vnznomne, and eſtraunge Gods. 
So pon this example ot Paule J wene 
ie pꝛocedeth, that commonly at theſe dapes 
ny fayre broode. of doftowrs do enterpꝛiſe to 
nippe of here and there ;foure 02 fiue wozds 


el the whole; yea and thoſe ſomethynge al- 


tered and coꝛrupted it it ſtand chem vpon) ta 


applie the ſame ſo botched together to theyꝛ 
owne ſenſe and commoditie, h om euer that 


that goeth befoze, and that that falometh, do⸗ 
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cleane againſt them, Thich their ſaid iug 
ling, they conueigh yet by ſo happy an vn 
ſhamefaltneſle, as in this popnt Ciuilians 
haue caule oftentymes to enuie Doctozs of 
Diuinitie, wy now in alfegations nothing 
making fo2 the matter, they be ſo farre pal 
ſed by them. Foz I pꝛay pou, (ot᷑ friendſhip) 
tel me, what thing map be too hard foz theſe 
doctoꝛs to bzing about: ſeing how that great 
atozeſaid doctoz (J had almoſt blabbed foꝛch 
his name againe, but J feare me I tel pou of 
the greeke Adage) could dzaw out of Lukes 
waoꝛdes, the conſtruction of a ſentence, na 
moze agreeable vnto Chziſtes meanpng 
therein, then fire is wich water ? Foz Chziſt 
when the imminent daunger of his death 
appꝛoched, what tyme, oz neuer, it becom -; 
mech good ſeruaunts moſt conſtantly to take 
their maiſters part, and defend hym to their 
powers, as contederates in league doo one 
fo: an other, to the ende pet he might dziue 
all confidence in ſuche manner defence out 
ol his Apoſtles hartes, aſked of them, whe» 
cher they wanted ought , what tyme be ſent 
them fooxth lo barely „ without any manner 
geuing them ſo much as ſhooes 
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\ſwoow of the ſpitit, being whetted al on cha» 
ritie,whoſe poynt piercech into the inwarde 
partes of mans harte, and cutteth alfleſhe« 
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The prayſe of follie, 
no} pet a wallet to put their meat in:c A her⸗ 
unto when they had anſweared that they lacs 
ked nothing ; But nowe (quoth he) whoſo of 
you hath a wallet, let hym ſel it, + his bag al« 
ſo, yea, and whoſo hath not, make he ſale at 
leaſt of his coate,to buye bym a ſwoꝛde. 

Now, wheras it is manifeſt pnough, that 
all Chztſtes doctrine pꝛetendeth nought but 
meekeneſle, pactence, and contempt of this 
moꝛtal life, whiche of pou percepueth not 
what he meant in this place + Foz Jtake it 
plainly that he ſaid thus, to gene his amba 
ſavours the Apoſtles, the better courage, to 
the end, chat they not only ſhotild ſec no ſtoꝛe 
by ſhooes , no2 by vittailing bagges, but 
ſhould caſt away their coates alſo, thenyms- 
blyer and moje deliuerly to goe about their 
charge and commiſſion of the Golpell pzea« 


ching, pꝛouidyng them ſelues ofnought els, 


but onelp a ſmooꝛde, not that ( wooꝛde that 
theenes and murderers doo occuppe, but the 


ly affections thence, ſo cleane, as — 
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The prayſe of follie. 
But marke pe nome (of felowthip) howe 
warlike this famous Doctour meſteth the 
plaine and clexe ſenſe hertok. For by the 
ſoorde ( ſaith he) is meant defence agaynite 
perſecution : and hy the wallet, is vndenſtoode 
competent 5 wee ſhoulde make of 
thynges neceſſarie to lyue withall. As (who 
ſaith) ChuiTes mpnde were chaunged , be- 
cauſe hym ſeemed that he ſent foo2th his am: 
haſſadours not halte royallp furniſhed , and 
therefoze did recant here, and call backe his 
firſt Jnſtructions geuen chem. ©} as ikhe 
bad here fozgotten thoſe wooꝛdes, whiche a- 
foze be ſpake vnta them with ſuche a vehe⸗ 
mencie, Tee ſnalbe bleſſed, when yee ſhallbe 
perſecuted with all kinde of outrage and tor- 
ment , but make. yee no'reſiſtance againſte 
thoſe enylles yee ſhal ſuffer : for bleſſed be the 
meeke in ſpirite, not thoſe that are fierce, and 
ſtubborne harted . On as if it were quite out 
ol his remẽbꝛance, that in other places be li- 
keueth thẽ to ſparows + Lilyes,as touching 
che ſmall care that they ſhould take foz their 
Uniing . Nom ſo much lacken, chat he would 
haue tht go weaponles, as rather they ſhold 
ſelcheir coates frd their backes, tu buye the 


ume audſooner goe naked, chen without a 
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ſwoꝛd by their ſide. Moxeouer, like as vader 
the name of a ſwoꝛd (as he expoundeth it) 4/ 
maner of de fence is citeyned,that mam repel 
inmurie and violence,ſo vnder the name of bag 
is copriſed what euer proniſion is made to lyue 
withal,' And thus (loe)this deepe expoſitour 
of Gods wpl c meaning, ſettech foꝛth the A- 
poſtles coplet armed, wich Jauelins, bowes 
x arrowes, Slings, x Halfehakes,to pꝛeach 
the Goſpel x Chaiſtes croſſe. Lading them 
mozeouer with great males, æ panyers weil 

ſtuffed with vitailes, leſt els perchance they 
might ſometyme depart from their Pnnes 


- bndyned, No not ſo much as this, migbt any 


thing moue this gay learned ma,thatChzilk 
bym ſelfe ſhoꝛtly after rebuking Peter, byd⸗ 
deth the lwooꝛde ſheulde be put vp agayne, 
which afoze he commaunded ſo earneſtly to 
be bought: and that it neuer was heard how 
the Apoſtles dyd at any tyme occupy lwoꝛd 
and buckkler, to reſiſt their aduerſaries vio» 
lence, whiche neuertheleſſe they woulde not 
haue ſticked to doo , in caſe that Chiſtes 
meanpng in theſe afozeſapd wozds had been 
ſucb, as he expoundeth it to be. 

There is an other Doctour likewiſe of 
no leſſe reputatian then this fozmer , but lo 
nne Nv. honours 
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The prayſe of follie. 
honours ſake I name hymnot , who inter 
pꝛeting a place of Abacuc the Pꝛophete. 
where he ſaith , The Stinnes of the lande of 
Madian ſpalbe diſparcled and torne aſunder: 
nothing conſidering that the Pꝛophet ſpake 
ol che Madianites lodgings oꝛ tents fo? the 
field, which were made ofbeaſkes ſkynnes, 
as auncientiy men in warfare vſed, wiiteth 
plainly, that Abacuc dyd pꝛopheſie there of 
che fleapng of S. Bartholomewes ſkynne. 
Imee lelle not long agoe was pꝛeſent (as 
many tymes A am woont to be) at a certain 
diſputation, where diners Doctours were 
aſlembled, There when one of chem by 
2 — 
e O ture her 0 %. 
ner to be 4 wn.s by the — 
2 er!? An other auncient Father 
by hym, being lo crabbed faced, as 
— the complexion ok his hanging bzowes 
might tel you ſtreight he was maiſter Do⸗ 
ctour,anſweared in a great chaler, that Paul 
bym lelle was the fir ozveiner of that lawe, 
whereas in one of his Epiſtles it is read, 
Hzreticum hominem poſt ynam & alte- 
ram correctionem Jenks But Jaſke par⸗ 
— nnn 
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The prayſe of follic. 
otherwiſe then inthe Latine phaſe expꝛeſle 
it vnto you, / exhort you (ſaith aul) r de- 
uite or ſhunne the company of heretiques after 
youſhal haue once or twiſe reproued rhem for 
their erronious opinions. Mome when this 
Doctour had thumdzed foo2th this Text in a 
byg voyce, making oftenrepetitiong ofthis 
L atine woꝛd (deuita) ſo that many maruey⸗ 
led now what the deuil he ayled: at laſt be 
concluded, that heretiques muit ve lifted 
de vita, making two woꝛds therof, as wha 
ſaith, lifted out or life. Many laughed at this 
fine expoſition, and ſome there wer yet, who 
toke the ſame foz a very Theological inuen- 
tion, But wheras others (that notwithſtan⸗ 
ding) began to replie: by and by roſe vp an 
other much ſolemne and irrefragable doctoz 
to take his part. And thus lyeth the caſe 
(quoth he) /t is writren, Suffer thou no miſe. 
doer to liue: nom ſince that euery heretike miſ- 
doeth, Ergo, thou muſt ſuffer no heretike to 
ue. This Sillogiſme being thus truſſed vp 
by hym (Loꝛd) how all the aſſiſtance began 
to woonder at his wittineſſe, chꝛougbly con⸗ 
firmpng his Sentence, vea, and that the 
ſooner, ſeeyng none ol them had the wytte 
8 learnyng co conſiver,how that no" 
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The prayſe of follie. 
firſt oꝛdeyned againſt /orremõgert, enchiauu- 
rers & ſorcerers, ſuch as theHebzews in their 
tongue name witches , Foz els why ſhould 
not foznicacours, and dꝛunkatds by as good 
. reaſon, bee puniſhed with the lyke paine of 

death : But I play the verie foole in going 
about ta tel vnco you, al ſuch bald deuyſes of 
theſe furde hoodedmen,beeing in deede ſo ins 
numerable, as woulde not (on my conſct- 
ence) bee compꝛehended in all the large vo- 
lumes of Criſyppus , and Didymus-, ta- 
kyng hardely Pytzharbertes abridgementes 
fo: aduantage. Onely mp meanyng was, to 
aduertyſe you , that ſeeing thoſe dyuine mais 
ſter Doctours durſt take vpon them to weſt 
and myſtake Scripture in ſuch ſozte ; than 
muche moze I muſte bee bozne with, beeing 
but a young doctreſſe, and like a woman ſho« 
ting foozxth my bolte at the gaineſt , iffome- 
tyme mape chaunce J laye not all my alle- 
gations fully by leuell. But not at laſt J 
leape backe agapne to ſainct Paule, x Glad- 
ly ({apeth be) yee do beare wyth vnmy ſemen, 
ſpeakpng it by hym ſelfe) alſo in an other 
place, rrceime you me, at vnwiſe that Lan? q 
further. I pe abe not this preciſely as vpõ Godi 
Preorpt, hut rather in my — 8 

ip an 
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The prayſcof follie? 


Thin againe, we (ſapthhe) are become foo | 


ler for Chriſtes ſake : Do you heare now how 
great mayſes of Follye this ſo great an 
autour alleageth, yea and that moꝛe is, hee 
plapnely eniopneth Follie vnto vs, foz a 
thing molt neceſſarie, and right, unpoztpng 
to ſalnation : For who ſo P_ NN hee) 
robee wyſe amonges you, ecome 4 
faule, to the —_— How 
ſayepou my Paiſters,woulde pee any moze 
tuydent pꝛoofes thanthis, oz anotherexiple 
alſo in Lukes Goſpell, where Icſus calleth 
the two Diſciples fooles, with whome hee 
topned company by the way 3 


Thys in eſpeciall maye beetaken fo2 a Theſe Argn. 
meruaile , how Paule ſo great à dyuine ſpa⸗ mentes muff 
be taken as 
ſpoken by Fol. 
lie, not that E- 


reth not to attribute a manner fooliſheneſſe, 
p6a vnto God allo: where hee ſayeth, vH 


euer of God is foohſhe , is wyſer yet than any raſmus ment 
yx 


rigen denieth it to be poſlible, that this folly 
mape bee referred to the *enerall opinion ot 
men vppon the ſame. As appeareth by n 
other text of Paule, to reaſon of the miſterie 
of the croſſe,is ſurely to ſuch'as beleene it — 
and do periſbe in their peruerſueſſe, nanght els 
falle. But axe, what apleth me 7 — ſeke 


{05 


in men in expoũding of which text, O- in 266. 
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The'prayſe of follie: 
fo many textes of — — fo witneſle of 
my woozdes, ſeyng Chriſt hym ſelfe in the 
— playnly ſpeake thus vnto the 
facher,7 hou hnoweft myne umviſedome : Oo, 
not withour ſome cauſe and reſpect we ſee in 
fcripture,how fooles and ſimple ſoules ſtand - 
highly in Gods fauour , which J take tobe, 
that lyke as great p2inces haue wiſemen 
in ielouſte and ſuſpition as Iulius Cæſar had 
Brutus and alſo Caſſius , whereas hee no: 
thyng helde hymſelfe adzeadde of dzunken 
Marke Anthony, and as Nero miſtruſted 
Seneca, and Dionyſius ſtode in doute of 
Plato, whereas, freely on the other ſyde they 
gaue themſelues to the plefant company of 
men, of a groſſer and moꝛe ſimple capacitie: 

Do in lyke rate doeth Chziſte blame and re- 
mzonetheſe wozldlp ſages , who fully cleaue 
and ſtande to theyꝛ owne wiſedome. 

This by paules wozdes is confirmed 
where be apth God hath choſen lym out of 
thoſe that the world reputed for fooles. 

Ann in an other place: God hath diſpoſed 
to ſaue the world by fooliſhneſſe ſeeing that by 
wiſedome it myght not be conſerued . Pea 
| God himlelte doeth luffictently — the 

me, 
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The prayſe of follie: 
ſame ,whereas be cryed by the mouth of the 
mophet ,1 ſhall confounde the wiſedome of 
wiſemen and reprone the prudence of Sages: 
SoChriſt in an other place rendzeth thanks 
vuta the father, that he had hidden the my- 
ien of ſaluation from wiſemen, and diſcloſed 
„ 
— ( Foz lothe Greke woorde ſigni⸗ 


fleth,) 


and caunts,wherewith Chziſt in diners plas 
ces of the Golyell bayteth the Phariſics , q 
Scribes, and DoRoures of the law, taking 
erneſtly pet che parc of Simple and vnlear⸗ 
ned folkes. Foz is it not as much to ſay , ve 
bee vnto you. ye Screbes and Phariſier, 4g'woe 
ebnco you, ye wiſemen? But where finde 
pou that euer he charged epther ponglings, 


dc women, 2 fiſhers, wich that ſo heaute a 


woodde + F02 it ſeemeth pꝛopꝛely chat he de» 
lited much in they} ſinplycitie, enenlike as 


byndes ol dumme beaſtes were not accep» 


table vnto him, that were fardeſt remoued 
from all Foxelyke wylineſſe. And therefoze 
choſe he racheſt to ryde on an aſle, albeit (ſo | 


plesſing him) he mygbt as lafely haut bes 


ſixidven a Lions backe 
+ Me 
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The prayſe of follie.. 
Me read alſo that the 5% ghoſt velcended 
in che tykeneſle of a Culuer , and not of an 
Egle. oꝛ a Huttoke. And beſydes this, ſcrip· 
tute in many places mikech mention of 
harre, of uumes, of lambes, & ſuch ſielp beaſts, 


Lyke as Chziſt doeth call his elett and cho- 


ſen by the name ol Sheepe, which beaſt is of 
at others the vnwiſe ſt( witneſſe this pꝛouerb 
of Ariſtotle) his maners ſauour of the ſheepe, 
or he hath heepiſh conditiuus : which quippe 
in way of repꝛoche ts vſed agaynſt blocke: 
heades of che very ſclend2eſt capacitie . And 
pet we lee , how Chzilt pzofellech 'hymlelfe 
tobe the herdman ol ſuch a flocke: Yea and 
thatmozje is, delited hpmſelfe in the name of 
Lamibe that Ihon the Babtiſt gaue hym, 


rr bem thus to the peo. 


oy” Los here the lewbe of God: which — 
blaumc e is likewiſe cited in many places of 
the Apocalipſe 
all theſe Textes that J haue ale 
ger do they not plapnely teſtiſie hat mortal 
— fooles,are godly alſoand that Chꝛilt 
mindyng the releefe & revemption 
ofmankpnys follie, although he was the in⸗ 
W 
à maner 
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The ptaiſe of follic. 
inanner Foole, wheras taking mans nature 
upon bym, be was founde both in fourme and 
—— 
Euen as Paule ſayeth, hee was made ſinne 
alſo, to cure and heale the ſinnes of the 
world: to which ſinnes pet it ple aſed hym 
tu miniſter none other medecines, then the 
folly.of the Croſſe, bythe handes of the A» 
— groſſe ond vnſkilled men : 
bee as diligentlye dyd per⸗ 
— foolyſhneſle, as other wyſe he re⸗ 
tmed and diſhoꝛted them from wiſedome, in 
alluringe them vy examples ſhewed vppon. 
Childzen,vpon Byrdes of the ayre, and o- 
ther thinges ſmally ſenſed or no no whine, 
as which line by no art-no2 fozedzifte , and 
lpkewile in warninge them to take no care 
how they ſhould vſe their wordes, when 
they were broughtafore iudges and pre- 
fidents,and further in forbidding them to 
feke out the accoumpt oftimes, or the 
I ſmalleſt moments of times. To the end 
(ag who ſaych) they ſhoulde not leane to their 
— reg and 
depend on him, remitting all vnto his 
Wherunto this alſo may bee ap» 
— God the 2 and firſt * 
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The taltizx 


lege bought 
in death, 


The ptaiſcof follie?” 1 


Mall things,fobav Adam vnder penaltie ot 
ot deach he ſhouldnoctaſtof the fruit ot the tree: 
— fruit ofthe of Sience 02 knowledge; As who ſaith Sience 

know- mere the mere poyſon to felicitiei Attowinge 


wherto Paule alſo doth openly repoue Sciẽce 
for a thing moſt hurtſome and pernicious ſer- 
7 it fes vp the minde of manwith ſelſe 

gl: Lyke as S.Bernarde alſo folowinige 
{as I take it)Paulesſapde opinion, expo. 
deth the hill, whereon Lucifer eſtabliſhed bis 
aue. to be the hill of Science. And perchance 


it ſhould not be the febleſt argument, to. ſaye 


that fooles fynde ſo much grace and fauour 
aloe God, as to Follye onelyis gtuen par⸗ 
don and foꝛgeueneſſe of treſpaſſes, whereas 


to wiſedome not ſo much as the leaſt iate is 


remicted. In ſoꝛt that who ſoeuer doe axe at 
God fozgeuenes ok cheir fins, although they 
witting ly did commit the ame, yet will they 


ble a certeine colour and pꝛetext of Folly fox. 


thefr excuſe. Ft ſo doch Aaron in the Book 
ol Numbers (if I well remember me) de/re 


pardon of the puniſomẽt that his wines faults: 


eleſerned Saying I pray thee (O Lorde) nos to 


our charge this ſinne hich we haue feos. 
tifhly committed, Andſo doth Saul pat Dauid 7 


uloggene him, for it appeareth (ſaive hee) 
: | at 
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The praiſe ot tome. 


| thut I haue done fooliſſiy. Chen agapue ne 
.. theſeite Dauid ſpeakech fatreaudhumbiyts 
| on L ozd,inthis wiſe;3B I pray thee(s lord) 


rparaen the iniquitie of thy ſeruauut, ſecyng 
we haxe done fooly/hly; As ił het thought het 
ſhoulde ubtayne na mercy, vnleſſe hee had 
lapd Folly e inconſideraunce to boote. But 


' what ſpeake we of Dauid. * knowinge how 


Chziſt the ſunne ol god hanging on the croſſe 
did in this wiſe make interceſſion fot his eni⸗ 


| mits. Father, forgeue the, and lam none other 


excuſe, for they know not what they doe. o 
Paul in like maner miting to Timothi, ſaid, 
But hereof haus I obtayned the mercy of God, 
in at much as ignorauntly T offended in mine 
ixcreduixtie, ow what is it to ſap, I offen- 
ded ignorauntly, but that, I dpd it though 
follp and not thoꝛough malice%o2 what other 
expoſition can ye make, al beer fore haue i ob- 


tayned mercy, than that eis I ſhould not haue 


obtay ned it, not hauing layd the wyte on fol: 
ly And no les maketh fo bs, that ſapinge of 
Dauid in the Pſalter, Lorde tale not to harte 
the treſpaſſes of my youth and mine ignorances 
remember not. Dot pou mark now what two 
rolozs he bzingeth in ſoꝛ his purgatidtthat is 


toſay, Youth, which age J doe enggticcom- 
- pany, 


O. it. 


4 

mo 

+ 4 * 
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L ; 


- 


muſt not bee 


Fnepraud L rOtuly ' 
imd ignozantes it inthe Nia 
rall number, ta exp2e 
copy and aboundance ofhis Folly, © | 
Fynally, as ic were an endleſſe labour to tell 
voti infynite ſuch examples, ſo to knitte vp 
thoxtly, J lap in my conceite, that Chyiſhan 
Religion ſeemeth to baue a certapneſpdhpp 
with ſump licitie, and deuout foolpſhneſle, in 
wzeſedto any nothing agreeing with wozldipe wiſedome. 
euyll ſenſe o. But if ye axe mee, as how than do no moze 
the aut: but conſpder how Childzen, olvefolkes, wo- 
ment. men, and Fooles, are thoſe amongſt others 
that ſhew themſelues deuouteſt, and moſt in- 
clyned to Church Serutce, and holy things, 
reiopcing to be pꝛeſent chereat, in ſoꝛte that 
ener at maſſe time ye ſhal ſee them appꝛoche 
= 
tapne inſtinction of natur P20« 
nokynge them to God. 
Think alſo how the very firſt authozs & form» 
ders of Chziſtian Religion were as ſharpe 
aduerſaries of al Science, and men truſting 
cotheir owne cunning,as otherwiſe friendly 
embꝛaters of impiycitie and playnneſſe. 
Laſtipe perpende pee thys, how no manner 
Fooles are in apparenct moze idpotelyke, 
chan ſuch as are totally rauiſhed, andinfla; 
5859 60 mes 


Theſe wozdes 


elle thereby the greater \ 
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The Praiſe of Follie. 
med with the ardent zeale of Chriſtian cha 
 bitic. So larpſuh they deale then goodes . 
brode, forget al miuries done uno them, ſuffer 
elues to be deceneed, put no differẽce be- 
tren fred c- frerabberel pleſnres & delites, 
of the bogy,are fed vppe and made fatte weth 
Faltung, w. watchinggteares labour cr deſpig bra 
ap ge rbeyr owne iy fe: and deſyre ee 
hife riefely feeme to he ſe aſtommd and paſt 
daumen ſenſes which men lyue , as aft thein, 

&welled not in thoſe they bears 
— them, — ſome other, 
mear/onplact, Which fraunge.trave of 
— — — 
ir to the common | 


— lefletherefine that the Apos 
ſtles' were iudged by the wicked Ethnikes 
to be drunkards, if theyr heades were 
ouercharged with new wine. And that 
Paule tykewife was holden-fo2 madde, of 
Feſtus the pzeſidentof Iurye, in theſe wozds, 
Thou raueſt Paul, and much learninge of 
Bookes hath turned thee into madneſſe. 
Butſteinge Jhaue once taken vp on mee ta 


- ps" 
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The praiſe of follie;' 


Cas theiſaie )lec mee nat ſick nowto go chas 
tum wal, t to reach you this alſo, chat the ſelf 
ſine felycitie,which chꝛiſtians doe ſo hotlpe 
deſp2e,and by ſo manplabours doe ſecke fo}, 
isnaughtels chan a certayne kynd of rauing 
in che ſpynt, and godly fooliſhneſſe,hiche 
woꝛbes I would not pe ſhould grate on, 102 
take them at the wozfte,' but rather note the 
97 muſt 
ow Chziſtians in this popnt doe fully 
agree with che opinion 1 
how the ſoule of man eee en- 


1 led in the ſb s of the bogye; can 
— ee the groſſentſſt af the 


ſan bebe take 1 — ya of 
very thinges as they are in deed, 

Plato defpneth Phlloſophy tobe a meditation 
— of lth, in as mith as it 
plucketh and retireth the minde ol man from 
viſible and coꝛ poꝛall things, to thoſe that are 
inuiſible and goſtly, Which effect is in death 
alſo,Therfoze ſo long as the ſoule wichin mã 
doth rightly and in due wile peruſe the Or- 
of the bodpe, ſo lang is chat man called 
e, and of — — 
or chole bandes oz conduites being or. e peri⸗ 
Hed, thee doch buy Lava eo — 


The praiſe of follie. 
kreedome, minding a certapne flight (as it 
were and b)eakinglooſe ran that fleſhlye 
piſon the body, by whichtrugling che whole 
frame ol che ſenſes, aud inwarde powers is 
- diſiophed, pou doe holde hem toꝛ mad, ann nut 
ok his right minde: which paſſion if it came 
perhaps thzough infyꝛ mitte, oz faultineſſe 
' of any ofthoſe Organs, chen doe allmenpyt= 
tſſely agree, that it tis plapnie madnefle: Eos 
beit we lex that euen this kynde of raurta bo 
ſometime allo pꝛophecy of things comming, 
and ſodenly become khowers ofronges; and 
artes, which earſt they neuer learned, wewe⸗ 
ing to haue in them J mat neuer what eſpice 
dfnewinſpiration and diuinitie: aich vn⸗ 


douhtedly <hadceth;becaule the ſonle beinge Uanicte of 
— enlarged, and made freer from the r. 


poke and conta giouſneſle, beginneth 
e to exetciſe and welde her ſelfgaccop 


dpnge too the Nopertie ut ber on "hs 
ure. 

And vpin like occaſſon many folk labourimg 
inthe extreeme panges of death, are muche 
fublect cas J take it) to ſõmhat lyke bereto,as 


oftFas if they wererautſhed in a traſice;thep 
poſyeakoſ certain wonderus things perde 
Du, un 


* 
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ThePraiſe of Follie 
ning to another woꝛlde. But and il che ſaide 
of the wittes doe befall a man 


red vp wich the loue of heauenlye chinges, I 
uoubt nom whether it may be called the ſeife 
ume kinde ol madneſſe, yet ſure ii is ſo nere 
Tpb thertu, as many men nom a dayes wyll 
dottbc neuer a whit co repute that his ferueut 
allection cowards God, fo; a verpdotage of 
the mind, Namely ſeing a ſmal nũber ol ſuch 
ſeely good ſoules as are deteined therwith, do 
in all their deeds e lyuing repine, diſagree 
fromthe whole bande of other moztall men, 
Ciberefine (Aluppole) they are lepyed, as 
Plato feineth ,:har ane of tho ſe priſaners,was 
that ſate bounden ina darke denne under 
Fremde as before I recited unto you)whereas 
* t was ſeene elt, ſauung ſhadowes and re- 
preſentations of things. I hat where by chaxce 
the ſayde priſoner eſcaped out of the denne, 
and ſo comming abrode into this worlde, ſawe 
thinges as they were in deede, retourning 
e good will to his fellomes, to aduertiſe them 
of the errour they were in hee was no whit be- 
leened of them, but rather laught to ſcorne ; 


For whereas be lite 4 man of wiſedome and 
apericuce ſcemei ie pitie ther madneſſe and 


wonderinge 
koʒ that hee is right paſlingly moued e ſtir- * 
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eat b os e in miſtakin of thyuges, 
— 2 n / fag f at fg, 
#hrutt lm out of: — company , for a — 
ag fol, 


Sofareth irbpthevulgar ſopte of men, The diiference 


who commonly haue thpnges in greaceſt betwerne 


and admiration, that are moſt ſen- 
all aud badly, as which they take co bee 
vnelp, and none other : whereas Goddes 
folkes onthe other patte, what euer dꝛam 
eth neereſt tothe bodyly vſe, dos the ſooner 
therefoze deſpiſe and ſet lyght by it, fozſo: 
much as they are wholp rauiſhed and gruen 
to the contemplation of inniſible things. 
Foz as wozlvlpnges haue rycheſſe in beſt 
reputation, nexte thereto eſtetmyng che 
weale of they} bodpes „ Md leaſt regar · 
ding the pꝛolpte ok cheir foules in caſe chey 
tegarde it at all ,'fo2 ſome of them belerne 
there is no ſoule, betauſe they cannot ſee 
it at the eye 2 agayne deuoute perſons 
put they2 whole confidence in God, be- 
png the ſympleſt and moſt pure thyng of all 
athers, and ſecondly doo cheriſhe that, that 


dzaweth neereſt cohpm , I meane the ſpi ⸗ 


[rite „ beſtowpng no colt no2 tendance on 


ben turres; i ** 
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woꝛddiy any 


godly men, 


The praiſe of Folly; 
fotheſame. 

But money of all hinges they neglecte, 
and ſet no ſtoꝛe by, no moꝛe chan pee woulde 
doo by thinges ſuperfluous , o rather 
ſome. That and if ( maye chaunce ) 
tyme they bee enfoꝛced to got about wozldlp 
affapzes; I can 2223 v that they duo it 
euilwillingly, and with a ſpyced ſtomacke. 
So — lapth) they hawe goodet, as 
wot hauyng goods: aud poſſeſſe them as not poſe 
{eſring them, by reaſon they varie ſo muche 
— and vulgar ſozte of men. 
Fo2 although the Senſes haue all a certaine 
parentage and kynneſpip with the body, vet 
be chere of the ſame, ſome groſſer in ſub: 
ſtance, as are feelng hearing, ſeeyng, ſmels 
lng an l taſting æſume againe moze ſevered 
and remoued from the body, as is memorie, 
dnderſtanding, and freewill,, | 

Nowe — that the ſoule ol man hath 
therein mot ſtrength andvigour,whereuato 
ſue moſt apylyeth hir ſelfe, therefore it com- 
met to paſſe , that haly men, the foꝛce of 
whoſe ſpirits is wholy bent vpũ things con- 
temp iatiue, which are moſt diſtaunt and as 
liened from the groſſer ſenſes, doo fare in the 


ee were n, 02 bzute of 
wats 


The praiſe of folly, 
{Whereas tontrary che ſoules ol vulgar peo 
ple are mod rife ⁊ pꝛeguant in thoſe groſle 
rude ſenſes of the body, beyng as blunt and 
dull pet, in the other five powers ok the 


-  Andhereuppon(Ithinke ) it commeth, Saint Bir- 
that ſome denoute perſous (as it is witten nard rente 
ofthem) dyd without appercepuing the di urn 
ference, dꝛinke lampe ople in ſleede of wine, 
Solikewyſe as concernyng the affecciong 

al the mynde, ſame of them bee of faſter 

league and aliaunce to the body, «- «re fleſb- 

ty lute, appetite to foods or ſleepe, pre, pryde, 

aud enuie, with ſuche other diſozdinate mos 

tis, wherwith holy m2 are euer at vnappeas 
(able warre, but the vulgars not onely do not 
eſchem, but rather embꝛace chem, as ſuppo⸗ 
ſpng they cannotlyue without them. Than Wager 
againe, ſome other affections are entredeux 

| andindifferenttobothparts, which we may 

name Natxraltas the reverence 4 man bea- 

reth towardes father and mother, the chari- 
Ineſſe he hath auer bis children, the lone he om- 

| cerb ro hit linſfaltes and ſriendes, with ſuche 

dyke. ' hich ſayde Myddle affectians are 


(idols n ſome:degree Wd Reb fen 
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The praiſe of folly, 
conmonpeople, though not ſo much as the 
vther-. But holy men wyll ſtruggir to race 
them allo out of they2 hartes ; ſaupng as 
farfoozth as they bee gholtlp., and make 
rather cowardes the hygheſt parte of man, 
which is the Spirite , than anp other fleſh» 
ly appetices : by whych-conneyance they 
mapye loue they parentes not as they? pa- 
tentes, (fo: what elſe begatte they ſauing 
they? bodyes ? Pet euen that alſo ought to 
bee referred to God the maker of al things) 
but loue them racher as good folkes- „ in 
whame the image of the (pirice of God re: 
ſplendiſdeth. Thich layde reſemblance 
they call very felicitie as the greateſt good 
that maye bee had, pea-ſuche (they ſaye) 
as onelp, and none other , ſhoulde bee be: 
loved, requyꝛed, and wylhed after. And 
ſo by thys ſapde rule, doo thep meaſure like⸗ 
wyle all the other partes and dueties of 
thys-lpfe : whereby it commech to paſle, 
that what euer thyng is ſeene here pꝛe ſent⸗ 
Mat che eye, if fo bee they doo not fully 
tontenme the ſame, yet ſure they ſet much 
— than by other chynges, which 
bee ſeene Yea they 


vega catenin de Che lat 


* — — * — 2 


 bolde it not ſufficient fe or 4 man to 


The praule OLrivuys ? 
mentes, and woozkes of r 
bee tryed ont both a Gho#tliveſſe and a bodi- 
hneſſe e As fo — Inf aps Foe 


F 


from eatin — e , which vulgar fo 


ſuppoſe =P entyre and perfecte faſte, 
vnleſſe that hee 25 ſomewhat alſo from 


Hr affettions ', in geuyng leſſe raynes 
than before to hys anger, or m curtyng ly: 
prydes combe ſhorter , or in lyghtning hym- 
2 of bys —_ peyzen, to the ende hys 
ſprite he nimblyer clymbe vp to the 
can fo fruition of heaueniy thinges. Lthe- 
wyſe in howſell, and receyning of the Sacra- 
ment , albeit ( ſaye they) the Ceremonies and 


cCircumſtaunc es v ſed about the ſame , ought 


not to bee neglected, yet muſt wee take them 


' of the ſelf alone to be Iitle auæylable or rather 


kurt full, vnleſſe the other part, which rs ſp 
ritnall, bee added alſo therewives : that is to 
ſaye, the nung t felfe , which by thoſe out- 


warde ſigner ts repreſented, For repreſentea 


is the death of Chrif thereby , which death 
all-Chriften men are baunde to followe and 
expreſſe, both in dawntyng , fordooyng , and 
burying of all bodyhe "fe Hons , —— 
they my en refered a = 

22 Jitttt | ts 45 
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Theprayſcof folly : 
Nur united thereby wind c and made 
Alon er them feln. 

Chpeſe myſteries are by gudly and ſpirt-. 
re: but leude 
folkecommoniy doo cake the Afafe ſacrifice. 
to bee of none other effect; than as it were a 
certapne Churche ſeruice, wherein they kul⸗ 
ly dyd their dueties, as long as they be pꝛe · 
ſent at it, ſtandyug as neere che altar as they 
mape, to heare the wooꝛdes of the pꝛieſt, oz. 
chauntyng ofthe qupze,with other lyke Ce- 
2 and obſetuaunces vled about the 
ame 
Nowe, not onelp in theſe two popnts, 
which foz examples ſake J haue ſet tokoze 
pou, but generally thoughout all their ly 
uyng, boly men wyll flie from thoſe things, 
arr Lhanyh the bodye, as bepng rapt and 
d2awne bp to the other, that are Ghoſtly and 
inviſible, Inſomuche therefoze as there is 
ſache diuerſitie and diſcention in all poyn⸗ 
tes betweene cheſe trades ol men, it com 
meth to paſſe „ chat eache of them doo 


 Datchew cake ocher fo) mavve andviſtramght , not 
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valieth wpehltandpng (in my concepte ) chat 
name mape rigbtlier bee applied vncoholye 


The prayſe of foltys 


platilyer perceine,why as ſoone as J Wai taxes 
dꝛiefly an to my one )detlarev He 
vnto pou, how the finall mede and gwerdone, of "oy 
that Chriſten men dove lobe after, is naugbht 
eli than a tertayne ſweete rating , and ſim- 
ple alienation of the minde-: whertn efteſones 
Jrequire vou, not to be ouer ſcrupulotis gras 
ters at the bare woꝛdes wichout takpng the 
fenſe withall , | 

. Firſt therefoze ye muſt thynke, that Pla- 
to dydde euen than dꝛeame of ſuch a thyng, 
when he wote hat the paſſion and extreme 
rage of feruent louers was to be deſired and 
embraced, as a thing aboue all others moſt 
Bi full becaule that a vehement louer liueth 
not nowe in hymſelfe , but rather in that 
he loueth. Do that the further and farther a 
toners hert is diſttaught from him ſelfe, to 
dwell with the belcued, che moꝛe and meꝛe 
he reioyceth. And when the minde ſekech co 
wander from the body, no occupyeth the po⸗ 
wers ofthe ſame in the due vſe, who wyll 
call this otherwiſe then playne madneſſe*: 
Foz els why doe pou vſe commonly this 
phꝛaſe of leech: 1 ſelfe, andres 
turue man to thy ſelfe and he £5 come agayne 
vc 2 fey 2 955 
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perkecte , and the deepelper ſuch loue is un 
preſſed, that ſa mucht the greater, and the 
bliſfuller is the rage alſo, | 
- CWhichſobeyng that ſeules yet pynned 
within theſe bodily foldes map ſmacke a lit- 
tle of ſuche a felicitie „ conſider pee than 
what a lyfe the Sainctes ſoules leade in 
beauen ꝛ whereurto the myndes of godlp 
perpns doo wpth luche keruencie aſpyꝛe: 
DSeepng there the ſpirit as vanquiſher, and 
fatre mote puiſſaunt, ſhall wholly dꝛam vp, 
and couuett che bodye into hir owne nature: 
Which ſhe max doo the eaſſlier,ſeepng even 
in this lyfe bere, hee had clenſed and puri⸗ 
kyed che ſame thzough faſtynges and ocher 
deuoute meditations, to bee the meeter and 
moe apte to recepue ſuche a Ghoſtly tranſ⸗ 
fozmation 


And chen agapne, the ſpirite ſelfe ſhalbe 
maruap louſiy rauiſhed and ſoked vp by the 
karre moze ſtrong and attractiue power of 
the hygbeſt ſpirite of all, which is God, Sa 


that nowe thoſe holy men ſhall be altogether 


tranſfoumed and alteraced ', by none other 
meanes yet ta ſo high a degree iu felicitie 
ſauyng onelp becaule they as wholy 2 


The pra offollie. 
iſſited out or themlelues, ball intoy and ber 


participant of that raw rok oo 
Zol 


fweetneſle , pzoceedinge from a pure and 


tight perkect anten 
— greateſt good of all ,that t; 
ttydeth all thinges to it elfe. 
—_ albeit this ſayde felicitie is than moſt 
amply + abſolntely enfoped,when the ſoy 8 

ed to thelt The pte or 


ameditatton 


Qians is rund than a — 1 880 ſe 


hatefo2 — comkozte no at ſome⸗ 
times to diſcerne a taſte oꝝ ſaitour of that 
| higheſtrewarde behightvnto them:Which 
ſayde ſmacke on ſent, be it but alifle dzop in 
reſpect of that large flowing well ofeternall 
felycitie, vet ſurely it ſurpaſſeth, and inc om⸗ 
parably exteedeth al other bodyly pleaſures, 
yea although all the delices ot all men were 
wholly ioyned and put in one. So much (loe) 
are ſpiritnall thinges co bee pꝛeletred befoze 


Bediy men 
ma kynde 
of traunce. 


The praiſe of Follie. 


ing, war neuer mannes eye ſawe, 


ö — nor thought of harte yet com. 


paſſed , what , and home great felicitie God 
125 prepared vnto ſuch as doo laue hym And 
this is Mary Magdalens potion, which by 
chaunge of lyle Hall um be plucked awape, 
but racher bee moe perficely confirmed. 


Whoſoeuer therfoze haue ſuch grace ( which 


ſute is giuen to ſeme) by chey2 life tyme to 
ralt ofthis ſayde felicitie, they are ſubiect to 
a tertapne paſſion muche lyke vnto madneſle 


dn witrauing, when rauiſhed ſoin the ſpirit, 
on beyng in a traunce, they doo ſpeake cer: 


tapne things not hangyng one with another, 

not after any earthly faſhion, but rather doo 
— foozth 4 voyce they wote neuer what, 
much leſle to bee vnderſtoode of others: and 
ſodeinely without anp apparent cauſe why, 
doo chaunge the ſtate ol theyꝛ countenances. 
Fo} nowe ſhall pe (ce them ok glad cheere, 
nowe ot as ſadde againe, nowe they weepe, 
nowe they laugh, now they lighe,foz bꝛie fe, 
it is certaine that they are wholly diſtraught 
any rapteoue of themlelues . Jnſozcchat 


after they cane againe to their 
4 they denpe plainely they 
_y Ay { Hep became 4 89 whether they 


— 


The praiſe of folly. | 
were than in they2 bodyes , oz out of thi 
bodyes', waking oz ſlerping: rememby 
alſo as little, epther whacthep heard, ſawe, 
ſayd, 02 dyd than, ſauing as it were thꝛougd 
a cloude, oꝝ by a dzeame : but this they 
knowe certainely, that whyles their mindes 
ſo roued and wandzed, they were moſt hap⸗ 
pie and bliſfull , fo that they lament and 
weepe at their returne vnto their fozmer ſen · 
ſes , as who ſapth, nothing were lecfer vn⸗ 
to chem than continually to raue and bee de · 
tepned with ſuch a ſpyce of madneſſe. And 
this is but a cercapne ſinacke o2 thinne caſte 
of their bliſſe to come. Bitt once mote foꝛ⸗ 
getting my ſelfe, / paſſe my bounder. 
Dowbeit if ought ſhall ſeeme vats pou too 
haue bene {gyde of me mote knappiſhly than 
became mee? with moe woozdes than ne⸗ 
ded, think J pꝛaye you, that I was the ſpea · 
ker, being both Folly, and a woman. Yerfoz 
all that remember the Greek e pꝛouerb, that 
efrentimes-4 Foole mare ſpealę to purpoſe, 
vnleſſe perchance ye chinke that this maketh 
no whit foz women, I perceiue pee looke foꝝ 
an Epiloge oz knat of my tale, but than ſure 
pee are very Fer pee — on 2 I 
remember what I haue ſpoken, after ſuch a 
| rablemens 
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Ingrinted at London nigh 
vVnto the three Cranes in tile 
Mureely Thomas Dawſon, 
and Thomas Gardiner. 
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